


Sameeksha Trust
  An Appeal   

For more than half a century, the Economic and Political Weekly (EPW) has been a major presence in India’s intellectual space. It 
has been a crucible for ideas and a forum for debate, which has created a journal of international repute that has become a virtual 
institution. EPW provides a multi-disciplinary platform for academics and practitioners, researchers and students, as well as concerned 
citizens, for critical engagement with economy, polity and society in contemporary India. 

It has always been a struggle to ensure EPW’s financial viability and sustainability. The resource constraint has been exacerbated by 
our conscious decision to abstain from receiving direct government grants and donations from abroad, to preserve the autonomy and 
independence of the journal. 

With the Covid-19 pandemic and the consequent nationwide lockdown, EPW is now experiencing an unexpected and drastic drop in 
revenue from retail sales (as most of the newsstands are still closed) and advertisement income (as advertising has contracted sharply 
with the crisis in the economy), resulting in an acute financial crisis.  This is not unique. Most of India’s print media organizations are 
going through a similar predicament  leading to closures, large-scale retrenchment of staff, and salary-cuts.

It was our endeavour not to resort to such drastic measures in EPW. In the first two months of the lockdown, full salaries were paid to 
all EPW staff. The Editor and his team adopted drastic austerity measures and cut expenditure to the bone. In spite of this, there was a 
large operational deficit every month, which could aggravate further if the problems associated with the lockdown persist. If this excess 
of expenditure over income had gone unchecked, a stage would have come when we would no longer be able to keep EPW alive. 

The situation became so critical in the month of June 2020 that there was no other choice but to implement a temporary measure of 
reducing staff salaries from July 2020. The financial situation of EPW is being reviewed periodically and the salary cut is being reduced 
gradually. The situation, however, still continues to look grim. 

In these difficult and troubled times, an institution of EPW’s stature and credibility is needed more than ever before. Well-wishers of 
EPW have been reaching out and urging us to do whatever necessary to ensure EPW’s sustainability. 

We therefore appeal to the community of readers, contributors, subscribers and well-wishers of EPW to come forward and make 
donations to the extent each one can so as to ensure that EPW continues to perform its historic role. This is urgent. And it is of utmost 
importance. We hope you will join us in supporting EPW. 

 Trustees, Sameeksha Trust and Editor, EPW
 

  How to make donations:  

We welcome donations from Indian citizens as well as from non-resident individual Indians and Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs), but only 
in Indian currency and through regular banking channels. Donations in foreign currency and from political parties are not accepted. 
Donations can be made in one of the following ways:

Those making donations through channel 2 and 3 mentioned above, will need to send us a covering letter, clearly stating your 
Permanent Account Number (PAN) and  that “this donation is to the corpus of the Sameeksha Trust” in order to receive the Income Tax 
rebate under Section 80G of the Income Tax Act. 

Covering letter and PAN card details can either be emailed to donation@epw.in or posted to our address given under (3) above. 

For further information, please email to donation@epw.in 

2. Through NEFT/RTGS:
 Name of the Account: 

Sameeksha Trust
 Bank: Union Bank of India
 Branch: Mumbai Samachar Marg
 Account No: 317901010029033
 IFSC CODE: UBIN0531791

3. By Cheque or Demand Draft:
 These should be drawn in favour of 
 “Sameeksha Trust” and sent to: 
 Editor, Economic & Political Weekly
 320–322, A-Z Industrial Estate, 

Ganpatrao Kadam Marg,
 Lower Parel, Mumbai 400 013

1. By Online:
 Net banking (Indian bank 

accounts), domestically issued 
credit/debit card or /UPI/Wallets, 
in Indian Rupees on our 
donation page  
https://www.epw.in/donation.
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MARITIME HISTORY

The Indian Ocean’s commercial contours 
were transformed by the advent of Europ-
ean merchants. To offset the adverse 

ercive and monopolistic systems were 
imposed along existing trade routes 
Europe’s engagement in Intra-Asian trade 
was the context to the establishment of 
colo nial empires, especially that of the 
British in India.

THE ROUTE TO 
EUROPEAN HEGEMONY

India’s Intra-Asian Trade in the Early Modern 
Period (Sixteenth to Eighteenth Centuries)

RUBY MALONI

Ruby Maloni is former Head and Professor at the Department 
of History, Mumbai University.
ISBN 978-93-90035-96-0       2021       302p.       Rs. 1950

A major maritime testimony dating from 
AD 40-70, this volume brings together 
philologists, historians and archaelogists 
to look closely at the interactions be-
tween the Mediterranean and the Indian 
Ocean world. The aim is to shed new 

wave of globalization carried out by the 
Portuguese.
Marie-Francoise Boussac is an histor-
ian and archaeologist.

RE-EVALUATING THE PERIPLUS 
OF THE ERYTHRAEAN SEA

M.F. BOUSSAC, J.F. SALLES AND 
J.B. YON (eds.)

Jean-Francoise Salles  is an historian and archaeologist.
Jean-Baptiste Yon is an historian and epigraphist.
ISBN 978-81-937794-5-3       2018       370p.       Rs. 1995

With the transformation of Cochin as their 
commercial capital in Asia, the Portuguese 
made their Indo-European trade a mono-
polistic exercise. However, with the radical 
changes in the socio-economic and polit-
ical milieu, their trade in Asian waters slowly 
got marginalized, causing private trade to 
considerably thrive in the Indian Ocean. 
Pius Malekandathil is Professor at the 
Centre for Historical Studies at JNU.

PORTUGUESE COCHIN AND 
THE MARITIME TRADE OF INDIA 

ad 1500-1663

PIUS MALEKANDATHIL

ISBN 978-81-7304-406-9   2001, 2020    324p.    Rs. 1350

This volume deals with the frequent 
movement of people, commodities and 
ideas through the Indian Oceanic space, 
particularly after AD 1500, and has the-
mes such as the interconnectedness 
between Africa and India, impact of 
Indian Ocean on foreign policies of the 
Mughals, Indo-Ottoman trade, Maratha-
French relations, Bible translations and 
religious polemics, changing meanings of 
urbanization in Bengal, etc. 

THE INDIAN OCEAN IN THE 
MAKING OF EARLY MODERN INDIA

PIUS MALEKANDATHIL

ISBN 978-93-5098-121-4       2016        480p.       Rs. 1695

NAGAPATTINAM TO 
SUVARNADWIPA

Reflections on the Chola Naval 
Expeditions to Southeast Asia

HERMANN KULKE, K. KESAVAPANY & VIJAY SAKHUJA
This volume provides insights into elev-
enth  century naval expeditions  by Chola 
king Rajendra Chola I to Southeast Asia 
and its cultural impact on that part of the 
globe. The book also covers the South 
Indian merchant guilds, regarded as the 
force behind the expeditions, and also 
developments in Sri Lanka and Indonesia, 
which were directly affected by Chola 
imperialism.

Hermann Kulke specialises in early medieval history of India 
and Southeast Asia.
K. Kesavapany has held key appointments, including as 
Singapore’s High Commissioner to Malaysia.
Vijay Sakhuja is Research Fellow at ICWA, New Delhi.
ISBN 978-81-7304-874-6   2010, 2021    364p.    Rs. 1495

Geoff Wade was associated with ISAS, Singapore.
ISBN 978-81-7304-895-1        2011        546p.       Rs. 2750

EARLY INTERACTIONS 
BETWEEN SOUTH AND 

SOUTHEAST ASIA
Reflections on Cross-Cultural Exchange

PIERREYVES MANGUIN, A. MANI & GEOFF WADE

The essays look into centuries of inter-
action between South and Southeast 
Asia. It emphasizes the “localization” of 
South Asian cultural elements in South-
east Asia or “Southeast Asianisation” of 
artistic, architectural, linguistic and reli-
gious attributes as they crossed the Bay 
of Bengal and reached Southeast Asian 
shores.
Pierre-Yves Manguin is a Professor at 
EFEO, Paris.
A Mani is Professor at  Ritsumeikan Asia 


