Sameeksha Trust
A Special Appeal
For more than half a century, the Economic & Political Weekly (EPW) has been a major presence in India’s intellectual space. It
has been a crucible for ideas and a forum for debate, which has created a journal of international repute that has become a virtual
institution. EPW provides a multidisciplinary platform for academics and practitioners, researchers and students, as well as concerned
citizens, for critical engagement with economy, polity and society in contemporary India.
It has always been a struggle to ensure EPW’s financial viability and sustainability. The resource constraint has been exacerbated by
our conscious decision to abstain from receiving grants from governments and donations from abroad, to preserve the autonomy and
independence of the journal.
With the COVID-19 pandemic and the consequent nationwide lockdown, EPW is now experiencing an unexpected and drastic drop in
revenue from retail sales (as there has been no print edition for three months) and advertisement income (as advertising has contracted
sharply with the crisis in the economy), resulting in an acute financial crisis. This is not unique for EPW alone. However, while other print
media organisations have resorted to closures, large-scale retrenchment of staff, and salary cuts, it has been our endeavour not to
undertake such drastic measures in EPW. In the first two months of the lockdown, full salaries were paid to all EPW staff. The Editor and
his team adopted drastic austerity measures and cut expenditure to the bone. In spite of this, there was a large operational deficit every
month, which could aggravate further if the problems associated with and following the lockdown, persist. If this excess of expenditure
over income goes unchecked, a stage would come when we would no longer be able to keep EPW alive.
The situation became so critical in the month of June that there was no other choice but to implement a temporary measure of reducing
staff salaries. This is being done for the months of June and July 2020 in a graduated progressive manner ranging from 0% to 40%.
The situation, however, continues to remain extremely uncertain. The financial situation of EPW will be reviewed again in August 2020.
In these difficult and troubled times, an institution of EPW’s stature and credibility is needed more than ever before. Well-wishers of
EPW have been reaching out and urging us to do whatever necessary to ensure EPW’s sustainability.
We therefore appeal to the community of readers, contributors, subscribers and well-wishers of EPW to come forward and make
donations to the extent each one can, so as to ensure that EPW continues to perform its historic role. This is urgent. And it is of utmost
importance. We hope you will join us in supporting EPW.
Trustees, Sameeksha Trust and Editor, EPW
9 July 2020

How to make donations:
We welcome donations from Indian citizens as well as from non-resident individual Indians and Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs), but only
in Indian currency and through regular banking channels. Donations in foreign currency and from political parties are not accepted.
Donations can be made in one of the following ways:

2. Through NEFT/RTGS:

1. By Online:
Net banking (Indian bank
accounts), domestically issued
credit/debit card or /UPI/Wallets,
in Indian Rupees on our
donation page
https://www.epw.in/donation.

Name of the Account:
Sameeksha Trust
Bank: Union Bank of India
Branch: Mumbai Samachar Marg
Account No: 317901010029033
IFSC CODE: UBIN0531791

3. By Cheque or Demand Draft:
These should be drawn in favour of
“Sameeksha Trust” and sent to:
Editor, Economic & Political Weekly
320–322, A-Z Industrial Estate,
Ganpatrao Kadam Marg,
Lower Parel, Mumbai 400 013

Those making donations through channel 2 and 3 mentioned above, will need to send us a covering letter, clearly stating your
Permanent Account Number (PAN) and that “this donation is to the corpus of the Sameeksha Trust” in order to receive the Income Tax
rebate under Section 80G of the Income Tax Act.
Covering letter and PAN card details can either be emailed to donation@epw.in or posted to our address given under (3) above.

For further information, please email to donation@epw.in
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B O O K S O N E C O N O M I C H I S TO RY
TRADE AND TRADERS IN
EARLY INDIAN SOCIETY
(Third Revised and Enlarged Edition)

REVENUE SYSTEM IN
POST-MAURYA AND
GUPTA TIMES

RANABIR CHAKRAVARTI

DWIJENDRA NARAYAN JHA

Highlighting diverse types of market
places and merchants, this book
situates the commercial scenario
of early India in the overall agrarian
material milieu of the sub continent.
The book questions the stereotypical narrative of early Indian trade
as exchanges in small quality, exotic
portable luxury items and strongly
DUJXHV IRU WKH VLJQL¿FDQFH RI WKH
trade in relatively inexpensive bulk
FRPPRGLWLHV ± LQFOXGLQJ DJUDULDQ
ÀRUDOSURGXFWV±DWWKHORFDODQGUHJLRQDOOHYHOVDQGDOVRLQ
long distance trade. A major feature of this work is the conspicuous thrust on and attention to the sea-borne commerce
in the sub-continent. This edition discusses the emerging
historiographical issues in the history of trade in early India.
Ranabir Chakravarti, an eminent expert in the social and
economic history of early India and Indian Ocean maritime
trade during the pre-modern times.
ISBN 978-81-7304-695-7

2002, 2020

359p.

Rs. 450

AN EARTHLY PARADISE
Trade, Politics and Culture in
Early Modern Bengal
Edited by
RAZIUDDIN AQUIL
TILOTTAMA MUKHERJEE
This collection of articles on varied
facets of early modern Bengal, explores the trading networks, religious
traditions, artistic and literary patronage and politico-cultural practices.
Early modern Bengal’s history tends
to get overshadowed by the later developments of the nineteenth century.
What this assortments of articles highlights is that this period needs to be
studied afresh, and indepth. Using a wide array of sources,
the contributors to this volume have attempted to address
various historiographical ‘black holes’ bringing in new material and interpretations.
Raziuddin Aquil is Associate Professor, Dept. of History,
University of Delhi.
Tilottama Mukherjee teaches in the Dept. of History,
Jadavpur University, Kolkata.
ISBN 978-93-88540-91-9
2020
608p.
Rs. 2350

TKLV LV DUJXDEO\ WKH ¿UVW V\VWHPatic study of the revenue system
in Post-Maurya and Gupta times.
The author shows that some new
principles of taxation were enunciated during the period.
It also discusses the earliest
HSLJUDSKLFHYLGHQFHUHJDUGLQJ¿Vcal concessions granted to priests
and temples. While explaining various taxes mentioned in the land
charters, the volume shows that
¿QHVDQGIRUFHGODERXUFRQVWLWXWHG
important sources of revenue. Adequate attention has also
been paid to the nature of emergency taxation and the machinery of revenue administration.
This reprint of the 1967 original edition carries a substantial Foreword and an Afterword by Vishwa Mohan Jha.
Dwijendra Narayan Jha was Professor of History, University of Delhi.
ISBN 978-93-90035-22-9

1967, 2020

Rs. 995

MONEY AND MONEY
MATTERS IN PRE-MODERN
SOUTH ASIA
Edited by
SUSMITA BASU MAJUMDER & S.K. BOSE
The essays contained in this
volume are a tribute to the memory of Nicholas G. Rhodes, the
British numismatist who specialized in the coinage of Asia. The
essays cover diverse areas and
different periods of Indian history
which experienced a rich variety
of coinages. Rich in bibliography, maps, graphs and images
of coins, the volume throws up
QHZ NQRZOHGJH LQWKH¿HOG FRQcerned.
Susmita Basu Majumder is Professor, Dept of Ancient Indian History and Culture, University of Calcutta.
S.K. Bose is at present the Managing Trustee of the Institute
of North-east India Studies.
ISBN 978-93-88540-06-3

2019

336p.
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321p.

Rs. 1650

