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Atrocities against Dalit Girls 
and Women in UP

On 29 September 2020, India once 
again failed Dalit women and girls 

in upholding their rights and safety; we 
have lost another young life to a savage, 
brutal gang rape and murder. This bar-
baric incident occurred on 14 September 
in Hathras, Uttar Pradesh (UP) and once 
again exposed the harsh realities of caste-
based sexual assault faced by Dalit wom-
en and girls in this country. 

The level of brutality and inhumanity 
continues even after the demise of the 
victim, as the UP police forcibly cremated 
the body in the early morning around 3 am 
on 30 September. The victim’s body was 
burnt by the police against the will of the 
family members, not letting them take her 
home one fi nal time. Besides this, the po-
lice locked the family members and the 
locals inside the house as per the statement 
of the family members of the deceased. 

UP has witnessed several cases of 
atrocities against Dalit women, with 
Lakhimpur Khiri leading in the graph of 
violence. In the past 60 days, more than 
six atrocities were reported in the dis-
trict against Dalit women and minor girls. 
Similarly, in Saharanpur district, six 
cases of abduction and rape have been 
reported where the National Dalit Move-
ment for Justice (NDMJ)  has intervened. 

As per the National Crime Records 
Bureau’s (NCRB) report of 2018, UP tops 
the list of number of crimes committed 
against Dalits, including Dalit women. 
Also, UP has recorded the maximum 
number of cases of rape (526), attempt 
to rape (48), incidences of kidnap and 
abduction of Dalit women (381), and in-
cidences of assault (711) in 2018 under 
the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) (SC/ST 
[PoA]) Act. As per the compiled data of 
the NCRB reports of 2014–18, UP has wit-
nessed the maximum number of atroci-
ties against Dalit women in India and an 
increase of 15% in the number of rape 
cases against Dalit women during 2015–
18. As many as 7,920 cases of atrocities 
against Dalit women have been regis-
tered under the SC/ST (PoA) Amendment 
Act in UP during 2014–18.  

The Dalit woman in Hathras has 
named Sandeep, alias Chandu; and 
Lavkush, Ravi and Ram Kumar, alias 
Ramu—all residents of village Bugadhi. 
The doctors of Aligarh Medical Hospital 
have stated that she was brought in with 
severe trauma and a paralysed condition of 
the lower body because of a spinal cord in-
jury. She was brought to Safdarjung 
Hospital on 28 September and breathed 
her last on the morning of 29 September. 

We hold the police and the state re-
sponsible for their inaction to register 
complaints and not arresting the accused 
in time. Every case reveals that the state 
machinery has turned a blind eye towards 
the cases through its apathetic response, 
violated rights of victims to access jus-
tice and has nullifi ed human dignity. In 
the Hathras case, the victim’s brother 
mentioned that no arrest was made by 
the police even after 10 days of the inci-
dent being reported. The fourth accused 
was arrested and sent to judicial custody 
only on 26 September 2020. There was 
no effort made by the police to provide 
safety and protection to the family of the 
deceased. This became the root cause of 
threatening and criminal intimidation 
mounted upon the survivor’s family by 
the accused and their community. 
1 All India Dalit Mahila Adhikar Manch 
and NDMJ call upon the state to: uphold 
the rights of Dalit women and minors; 
2 strictly implement the rule of law in 
the state of UP and throughout India; 
3 strictly implement the SCs and STs 
(POA) Act, Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences Act and Rules in cases of 
violence and discrimination against SC and 
ST communities, especially minors; 
4 fast-track all cases of sexual assault on 
Dalit women and girls under the POA 
and POCSO Acts in conjunction with the 
Indian Penal Code sections; 
5 follow the non-bailable offence clause 
under the POCSO and POA Act in letter 
and spirit; 
6 provide relief and rehabilitation to 
survivors of caste and gender-based vio-
lence as per the POA Act; 
7 include in the fi rst information re-
ports for the Lakhimpur cases the names 
of all the accused as identifi ed by the 
survivors, and arrest all the accused; 
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8 police offi cials in Lakhimpur cases as 
well as in Hathras case under Section 4 
of the SCs and STs POA Act for negligence 
in duty; 
9 In Lakhimpur and Hathras cases of 
atrocities, provide compensation, relief 
and rehabilitation to the families in the 
Lakhimpur and Hathras cases as per the 
SCs and STs POA Act; 
10 strictly follow-up on the state and dis-
trict vigilance and monitoring commit-
tees in UP as well as across India. 
V A Ramesh Nathan 
National Coalition for Strengthening the POA 
Act and Its Implementation 

Vimal Thorat 
All India Dalit Mahila Adhikar Manch 

Problems in the Farm Price Policy 

The kharif harvest season is about to 
start in a month. Farmers’  protests re-

fl ect that  low harvest prices are a recur-
rent issue during the harvest period. The 
secretary, Ministry of Agriculture, pro-
claimed that our farmers have covered the 
highest ever farm area and expect a re-
cord foodgrain production of 150 million 
tonnes this season. The market arrivals 
start coming from September/October 
and end until December. It requires  mas-
sive efforts from the state and central 
government to make arrangements for 
ensuring remunerative prices. 

The budget for 2018–19 announced 
that the minimum support price (MSP) 
would henceforth be fi xed at one and a 
half times of the production costs for 
crops based on cost A2 plus family la-
bour. Accordingly, the  government  an-
nounced  the MSP, but the actual pro-
curement is not meeting the targets except 
paddy and wheat. Most of the farmers of 
pulses, oilseeds, and other crops were 
not able to gain from the higher MSP.

A big challenge in front of the govern-
ment is that the announced MSP is to be 
translated to real gain in farmers’ in-
come. It is a gigantic task, needs huge 
budget allocations, and support from 
state governments. Various states have 
different levels of implementation capa-
bilities; some states like Punjab and Har-
yana are historically in a better position 
to procure, while some other states like 
Bihar and Odisha have limited capabilities 

to procure. Because of this, the farmers 
of Punjab and Haryana  receive higher 
prices than the farmers in states like Bi-
har for the same crops. 

Except paddy and wheat, there has 
been  no proper procurement mecha-
nism for other crops ever since the green 
revolution. This discriminatory policy 
hugely disincentivised crop diversifi ca-
tion by the farmers and resulted in huge 
defi cits as well as  high import depend-
ency in crops like oilseeds. 

To correct the policy bias in procure-
ment operations, the Government of India 
introduced the PM AASHA (Pradhan Mantri 
Annadata Aay Sanrakshan Abhiyan) in 
2018, as an effort to ensure that farmers 
growing other crops also get MSP price 
at par with paddy and wheat farmers. 
The policy also took care of differences 
in crops and gave a lot of fl exibility to 
state governments to choose from differ-
ent operational modalities to ensure MSP 
for each crop. PM AASHA has   three sub-
schemes, that is, Price Support Scheme 
(PSS), Price Defi ciency Payment Scheme 
(PDPS) and pilot of Private Procurement 
& Stockist Scheme (PPSS). 

The PSS is  procurement by the gov-
ernment procurement agency at MSP 
from the farmers during the harvest peri-
od. The PSS (direct procurement scheme) 
may be adopted where there is a sizeable 
concentration of production. Under this 
scheme, the centre will compensate the 
states for any losses up to 25% of produc-
tion. Although, the PSS is in existence for 
more than three decades for paddy and 
wheat, its implementation is poor for 
procuring pulses and oilseeds. Under PM 
AASHA, PSS is implemented for procure-
ment of pulses, oilseeds and copra at MSP. 
Past experience shows that PSS imple-
mentation is hindered by lack of aware-
ness about MSP, lack of working capital 
with procurement agencies, lack of gun-
ny bags, transportation facility, delayed 
payments to farmers, logistic arrange-
ments like godowns, processing mills in 
the procuring areas, disposal of pro-
cured stocks and open market operations 
and delayed reimbursement of losses.

Under the PDPS, farmers are paid the 
difference between MSP and the modal 
price of the market, without actual pro-
curement. It is the most effi cient method, 

as it eliminates all logistical costs relating 
to procurement, storage and offl oading. 
It is advisable to implement PDPS in crops 
like pulses and oilseeds with scattered 
and thinly distributed production. 

Under the PPSS, the private players can 
procure oilseeds at the state-mandated 
MSP during the notifi ed period in select 
districts/markets, for which they would 
be paid a service charge not exceeding 
15%  of the notifi ed support price.

States are free to choose among three 
sub-schemes—PSS, PDPS, and PPSS—for 
oilseeds. However, the most suitable 
mechanism for oilseeds is PDPS as they 
do not require physical procurement by 
government agencies and depend on mar-
ket signals and market players for buy-
ing at the ongoing market price. 

With India importing about 70% of its 
domestic consumption each year, Indian 
edible oilseed prices are more aligned with 
international prices than infl uenced by 
the domestic market. Under this scenar-
io, the price mechanism of oilseeds is de-
termined by free market forces; hence, it 
is important that the government policy 
should not intervene in the already per-
fectly working free market forces of oil-
seeds. Price defi ciency payment through 
direct money transfer is the best option. 

PPSS is a non-starter in many states 
due to a limit imposed on service charge 
to be paid by the government to private 
procurement agencies, as 15% is uneco-
nomical in procuring from scattered and 
thinly distributed oilseeds production 
areas. Hence, in the long run the only al-
ternative is PDPS as it does not  require 
physical procurement and completely 
avoids logistical and storage expendi-
ture, is free from operational ineffi cien-
cy and corruption, and 100% of benefi ts 
reach the farmers with zero leakages.

The PDPS scheme can take assistance  of 
huge procurement and distributional 
networks of private players like Hindustan 
Unilever in procuring, transportation, 
storing and disposing of oilseeds cou-
pled with price defi ciency payment to 
farmers using Jan Dhan–Aadhaar–Mo-
bile trinity.  This will also reduce the bur-
den on the government, enhance market 
effi ciency and will be cost-effective.
A Amarendar Reddy
Hyderabad
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