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"We do not like our friends to tell us who are our enemies" -An African Statesman; 

This is a familiar enough refrain with the more articulate African. And the charming Nigerian said as much, 
as he poured out some vintage port in a plush— albeit Syrian! — restaurant in Ibadan. "Our stand is simple. We do 
not wish to inherit your quarrels. I can't see why we Africans shouldn't be friends with Arabs and Israelis", 

That is the genesis of Israel's unspectacular but amazingly effective penetration of Africa south of the 
Sahara, 

THE African reaction to the thorny 
Middle Eastern nettle is to grasp 

it f i rmly! It is far f rom the negative 
cynical 'plague-on-both-your-houses' 
posture so common in international 
politics. Rather it is a neat exercise 
in positive non-alignment to which 
nations accustomed to accept aid from 
r ival power blocs find it increasingly 
difficult to demur. Assuredly, newly 
independent African countries can 
accept Israeli technical assistance wi th 
a much easier conscience as a purely 
on-its-merits bargain than the Afro-
Asian recipients of Big Power aid. 
Israel scarcely counts in the world of 
power politics. Yet emergent Africa 
has welcomed w i th open arms the 
skills and know-how of the t iny Medi
terranean state, scarcely mindful of 
Arab frowns. Today the Israeli techni
cian is a familiar sight in many an 
African state bui lding up shipping 
lines, air forces, farm settlements, 
water supply and housing schemes, 
c ivi l works, hotels, co-operatives and 
the like all over tropical Africa from 
Liberia to Kenya and Tanganyika. 

A Western Trojan Horse? 

The Trojan Horse theory of the 
Africa would not merit serious dis
cussion but for its sedulous propaga
t ion even in non-aligned circles. Re
duced to its bare bones, this means 
that Israel is being used to further 
Western interests in Africa through 
diplomatic and economic penetration, 
To the Jews who have been the classic 
victims of the 'Conspiracy Theory of 
History ' ever since the Drefus Tria l 
and the Protocols of Z ion this is 
hardly amusing. It is no part of this 
article to enter into the politics of 
Israel's relations w i t h the newer 
African States. But for the student 
of economics it is sufficient to point to 
the spots where Israeli technical ad
vice hurts Western interests most. 
Thus one of the favourite stamping 
grounds of the Israeli expert is co
operation which In the sphere of re

tail and wholesale trade w i l l gradual-
ly cut the trading tentacles of the big 
Brit ish or French commercial octo
puses like the United Africa Company. 
Besides, African socialism scarcely 
needs any lessons in radicalism from 
expatriate advisers—Israeli or others! 

Mystics in Action 

Since the Israelis are nothing if not 
a nation of mystics in action, it may 
be pardonable to invoke the idealistic 
element too in their African involve
ment. It is said that Theodor Herzl, 
the seer of Zionism, once expressed 
the hope that after the Jews have 
redeemed Zion they would help to 
emancipate other oppressed races like 
the Africans. The victims of A n t i -
Semitism have instinctive sympathies 
wi th the victims of Colonialism and 
the Colour Bar. Now that the tradi
tional Hebraic invocation of "to next 
year in Jerusalem" has been fulfilled, 
the other parts of Henri's vision arc 
rinding material expression. 

But the Israelis would be less than 
human if their idealism in Africa were 
not tempered wi th enlightened self-
interest—of attempting to get out of a 
terri torial ghetto and the claustropho
bia of Arab boycott and non-recogni
t ion by important Asian powers. It 
is more a case of trying to win f r i 
ends wi thout influencing people, Is
rael has neither the wi l l nor the capa
city to create anything even remotely 
approaching an "Israeli Presence' in 
Tropical Africa. 

It is important to get the backgro
und of Israeli assistance to Africa in 
proper focus. The African, never bur
dened wi th metaphysical ballast, is 
ever on the alert to learn from the 
experience of other developing coun
tries and wants, above all, good value 
for aid from other countries. Israel 
has many advantages in African eyes. 
To them it is a non-colonial, in fact an 
a-political power, which is sufficien

tly non-aligned. The African does 
not care over much for the merits of 
the Arab-Israel dispute. This is not a 
case of lack of sensitivity but just a 
plain lack of interest in the quarrels 
of others. Besides, the African, never 
a good hater, while fully mindful of 
the Arab case, prefers to form his 
own view of Israel. The Israeli Image 
in Tropical Africa is almost too t idy. 
Here is a nation wi th Occidental 
skills and techniques and a large Or i 
ental population, trying to eke out a 
l iving on the edges of Asia and A f r i 
ca f rom a harsh arid environment. The 
socialist and co-operative ideals of 
Israel, in particular the varied range 
of the activities of Histradut, the Is
raeli federation of trade unions, have 
been a perennial source of inspira
t ion to African leaders and trade uni
onists. 

Just What the Africans Need 
Israeli know-how seems to be tai

lor-made to African requirements. It 
does not require elaborate or ex
pensive equipment and has been 
evolved out of hard experience in 
more or less similar geographical and 
climatic conditions. Economists who 
try to puzzle out the discontinuities 
of the production function may like 
to sample the Israeli technician's 'do-
it-yourself k i t in Africa. Whether i t 
is soil conservation, housing, agricul
ture or construction works, the Isra
eli technician seems to have the right 
answer. Many a time he has been 
called in to finish contracts left be
hind schedule by nationals or major 
powers for one reason or the other. 
The rich experience of the Solel 
Boneh, the Israeli construction orga
nisation, has been invaluable. But 
as much as Israeli efficiency it is the 
keenness of the Israeli technician to 
impart knowledge and skills to A f r i 
can understudies and to train up 
local replacements that has paid 
ample dividends. The African ima
gination is fired by the Israeli's capa
city and w i l l to sweat i t out in the 
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field with African fellow workers. The 
sight of a bronzed Israeli, in shorts 
and often enough i n ' singlets, grinding 
away in the sun much as he does in 
his native 'kibbutz ' or 'moshav', 
sticks longer in African minds than 
the remote and forbidding American 
or European, though the skills of 
the latter may rival or even excel 
those of the Israeli. There is a cer
tain grim earnestness about the Isra
eli technician which keeps him off 
the dreary cocktail circuit — at once 
the bane and solace of expatriate ex
istence — and makes him somewhat 
of a temporal missionary purveying 
'Works' rather than 'Faith' . 

Equally one has to recognise the 
limitations of Israeli aid to Africa. It 
is true that Israel has an exportable 
surplus of skills which are in short 
supply in Africa. But she has to 
operate on a shoe-string. Her own 

pressing domestic commitments 
have to be met. She is herself de
pendent on external financial aid. 
There are just not enough Israeli 
technicians — never too thick on the 
ground — to satisfy the ever-growing 
demands of Emergent Africa, Possibly, 
in future, part of this may be i n 
creasingly met by training and obser
vation in Israel not only at insti tu
tions like the Hebrew University, the 
Weizmann Institute or the Haifa 
Technicon but on the collective set
tlements as well. 

But within its sphere Israeli aid to 
Africa shows up the advantages of 
intensive concentration of technical 
assistance at strategic points. The 
building up of Ghana's merchant 
navy, the Black Star shipping line, 
is a case in point. Likewise, Israel's 
contributions to the evolution of an 
'intermediate technology' are pecu

liarly apposite to all developing 
countries. But, in parenthesis, the 
outside observer is struck by a sin
gular gap in Israeli technical assist
ance amidst all its diversity — the 
virtual absence of the professional 
economist! And this from a commu
nity which in its Diaspora has 
thrown up a distinguished line all the 
way from Ricardo to Samuelson and 
Kahn. In Israel itself there is the 
flourishing Eliezer Kaplan School of 
Social Sciences (Jerusalem) w i t h a 
strong Economics Faculty which num
bers Don Patinkin and Alfred Bonne 
among others. Could it be that the 
absence of the economist from Isra
eli cadres in Africa has something to 
do with Israeli fears of involvement 
in policy issues? Maybe i t is diffi
cult for even the most Robbinsian of 
economists to be 'neutral between 
ends' in the harum-scarum of politic
king in emergent states. 
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