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Capital View 

The Revolt of the Angry South 
Romesh Thapar 

WHERE does one begin to te l l the 
W story of the last few days 

which almost witnessed the wrecking 
of the unity of this sub-continent? I 
have been asking myself this question 
for some hours now — and am none 
the wiser. 

Should I highlight the ease wi th 
which an aggressive lobby in the Capi
ta l persuaded Shastri and Nanda to 
tom-tom the 'arrival ' of H i n d i as the 
official language? Or would it be 
more to the point to underline the 
extraordinary insensitivity of the pre
sent Congress leadership to the feelings 
of the non-Hindi speaking peoples of 
the South and the East, an insensiti
v i ty which persuaded it to dismiss the 
slogans of the D M K as 'exaggerated', 
'inconsequential'? 

Maybe, I need to go back several 
years, to the discussions in the Consti
tuent Assembly, to cover the r i f t as 
it developed and how Nehru healed 
the wounds. I should then discuss 
the deep fears generated widely by the 
chauvinistic Hindi-ists who imagined 
that they alone could cement the 
unity of a sprawling and varied sub 
continent. 

Perhaps, the incompetent, puerile 
handling of this explosive question 
w i l l be best understood i f I record the 
background against which the crucial 
Cabinet meetings were held on the. 
evening of February 11 and the morn
ing of February 12. 

Warnings Ignored 
Reports had been pouring into 

Nanda's Home Minis t ry suggesting 
that the an t i -Hindi stir in the South 
was not confined to the usual D M K 
circles, that the demonstrating stu-
dents, drawn from all sections, reflect
ed the general sentiment of the towns 
in the South, Economic and other 
frustrations were seen as feeding the 
anger of the demonstrators. Indepen
dent observers claimed that the 
Bhaktavatsalam ministry was isolated 
and that Kamaraj was being compelled 
to disassociate himself f rom the H i n d i 
policies of the Centre. 

These very accurate assessments 
were, however, dismissed by Nanda 
and his experts, even described as an 
attempt to panic the G O I . Shastri, 
unwi l l ing to take a position contrary 

to the powerful H i n d i lobby, accepted 
the Home Ministry 's view that a de
tailed explanation of the language 
policy would be enough to isolate the 
'mischief-makers'. 

No one at the Centre insisted on 
visi t ing the 'affected areas' in Tamil -
nad. The fact that Chief Minister 
Bhaktavatsalam was busy discouraging 
Shastri's plan to send Nanda to ex
plain the Centre's policy was not inter
preted as proof that the Congress 
w r i t was no longer val id in Madras. 
Cowardice dictated that only South 
Indian leaders vis i t South India. A n d 
T T Krishnamachari, in the midst of 
budgeting, was ordered to ferret out 
the facts even as the army moved in 
to prevent a total collapse of law and 
order. 

Crisis In Cabinet 

In this atmosphere, the Cabinet met 
to approve the text of the broadcast 
which Shastri was to deliver that 
evening. Despite the clarifications and 
the belated retort to the 'Nehru For
mula', Subramaniam. Chagla and 
Sanjivayya attempted to persuade their 
colleagues that the situation had mov
ed beyond clarifications and assurances, 
that in the absence of Nehru there 
was a lack of trust in the declarations 
of the G O I, that some k ind of statu
tory guarantee should be promised to 
assuage feelings in the non-Hindi 
speaking regions and to prepare the 
way for serious rethinking. This intel
ligent and rational plea was not only 
scoffed at but the irresponsible Maha-
vir Tyagi was permitted to make a 
near-hysterical counter-attack. 

Shastri and Nanda, it is reported, 
sat in stupefied silence as Tyagi, de
claiming in Shudh H ind i , demanded 
that for a change the interests of the 
Hindi-speaking peoples should be 
considered, that the rebels in the 
South should be shot down, and that 
if the Southerners wanted to go they 
could go (interpreted by some to mean 
that they could secede!) This perfor
mance, coming as it d id after the 
victory calls outside of Deputy Educa
tion. Minister Bhakt Darshan and 
Shastri's earlier 'assurance' that Hindi ' s 
imposition would be speeded up, 
created a cri t ical situation w i t h i n the 

Cabinet which adjourned wi thout any 
censure of Tyagi and his henchmen. 

Subramaniam, in a highly distressed 
state, decided wi th in half an hour of 
the Cabinet meeting to send in his 
resignation — that is, before Shastri's 
scheduled broadcast. Unfortunately, 
the news leaked out even as Shastri 
spoke over A I R and the impression 
was created in local political circles 
that Subramaniam, joined by Alagesan, 
was acting in a thoroughly opportun
ist manner, almost giving a head to 
the revolt in the South. W i t h i n 
hours the report was circulating that 
the South Indian ministers were 
resigning in a bloc, that Shastri was 
about to resign too. 

By the morning of February 12, the 
situation in Madras had deteriorated 
further and the violent agitation 
threatened to spread to the adjoining 
States. Krishnamachari had spoken 
over Madras radio, but to no effect. 
The demand for statutory guarantees, 
was gathering force — even in the 
Cabinet. .The Cabinet meeting in the 
morning was interrupted by Indira 
Gandhi, back from a tour abroad, who 
declared that she was flying to Madras 
to investigate the situation — a dcci-
sion taken in the teeth of opposition. 
At last, someone from the North was 
getting to grips wi th the problem; an 
observer, perhaps not incorrectly, des
cribed her as the only man in the 
Cabinet! 

Shastri's Retreat 

By now, that is wi th in 12 hours of 
his broadcast, Shastri was in retreat. 
He, however, maintained that a 
change, in the official language policy, 
even an amendment of the Official 
Language Act , should be handled by 
the Chief Ministers. A meeting to 
consider the question was fixed for 
February 23, Mahavir Tyagi visited 
Subramaniam, presumably to explain 
his conduct. Chavan made" clear that 
his sympathies were w i t h Subra
maniam. Indira Gandhi declared em
phatically in Madras that H i n d i could 
not be pushed at the risk of disinte
grating- India, for the original motiva
t ion behind the policy was only to 
strengthen the integration of the sub
continent. How completely this ob-
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vious t ru th had been lost sight of was 
only too apparent. 

Even as the Students' Act ion Com
mittee called off its agitation, the 
specialists in double-think got to work. 
Encouraged by the T T K report that 
the situation in the South had been 
exploited by disruptive and subversion-
ist groups, that it was merely a law-
and-order problem, the myth was 
spread that the left communists were 
behind the violence. This ludicrous 
attempt to play politics made no im
pact, not even in Congress circles, (or 
it is well-known that this section of 
the communists is weak in Tamilnad. 
Indeed, had there been active partici
pation by the left communists, the 
disturbances would have spread rapidly 
to adjoining Kerala and Andhra Pra
desh. 

Soon, the H i n d i lobby was at work, 
pointing to the dire consequences of 
a 'surrender' to the South, collecting 
signatures to a petition which insisted 
on the carrying through of 'approved' 
H i n d i policies, and implying that a 
law-and-order situation could be creat
ed in Ut ta r Pradesh and Bihar. Cou
pled w i t h this campaign was the 
demand that Subramaniam's resigna
t ion be accepted, Subramaniam who 
is now the ru l ing party's most effec
tive l ink wi th the angry South. 

President's Wise Lead 

The so-called Congress leftists re
mained surprisingly quiet in the Capi
tal , even those who are now described 
as 'atom bomb leftists'. The C P I 
under Dange, true to form, was con
ducting an anti-US demonstration on 
Viet-Nam developments as the revolt 
sharpened in the South. The PSP, 
too, was nowhere on the scene. Only 
Lohia and his lieutenants clapped, 
convinced that these troubles would 
help end Congress rule. What does 
i t matter i f anarchy prevails, i f India 
ceases to exist as a single unit — so 
long as the cry of death is in shudh 
Hindi? 

The wise words of President Radha-
krishnan during the crisis, w i t h which 
he highlighted the failure of political 
leadership and warned against attempts 
to rule without a consensus, were 
drowned in the headlines of the daily 
newspapers which were content to 
emphasise the obvious — his denuncia
t ion of violence. A n d to top it off, 
the demonstration of solidarity by 
various Congress chieftains around the 
fasting Vinoba Bhave added the mac
abre touch. India, it seemed, was 
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back to normal. Far f rom i t . The 
fiery passion of the South had made a 
profound impact on the Nor th . 

True, the mil i tant Jan Sangh and 
the rabid R S S refuse to face the 
facts and have now raised the bogey 
of English being imposed on the 
Nor th . True, the DMK-ists have 
scored heavily and at the expense of 
Kamaraj and his friends. True, fears 
are being generally expressed about 
the possibility of secessionist move
ments between now and the next 
General Election in 1966-67. But this 
does not detract f rom that other 
t ruth : the angry revolt in the South 
has given us the shock-treatment we 
needed. We must now see that our 
political leadership moves wi th feet 
firmly on the ground. 

The Crucial Issues 

Despite the nonsense being talked 
about bi-linguism, mult i- l inguism and 
uni-linguism, several crucial issues are 
involved in this business of forging 
a language to cover the country. 

First, English, or whatever truncat
ed form of it remains in India, can 
at best be a l ink language un t i l some 
other ' l ink ' so necessary for communi
cation is accepted by a i l the regions. 

Second, primary and creative ex
pression for many generations w i l l 
continue in the various mother tongues 
of the sub-continent, including H i n d i , 
but H ind i w i l l not be accepted as a 
l ink language. 

Th i rd , the consensus on a language 
for the sub-continent w i l l increasingly 
be described as a consensus on a link 
language rather than a national langu
age, and to begin wi th the l i nk langu
age w i l l possess l i t t le else than a basic 
vocabulary. 

Fourth, in a situation in which the 
various mother tongues of the sub
continent assert their development, a 
new consensus for a stronger Centre 
w i l l have to be secured to prevent dis
integration. 

A n d , fifth, the central leadership 
w i l l have to apply its mind to evolving 
a Roman script for the l ink language. 
This is the reality of a continental 
State which embraces many developed 
communities and groups who are 
zealous in safeguarding their rights. 

The demand for statutory guarantees 
is a democratic demand. It is possible 
that in the implementation of the 
language policy unthinking elements 
from the Indo-Gangetic plain may 
succeed in creating a constitutional 
paralysis, bu t there are other safeguards 

which could be effectively employed. 
A permanent, high-powered control 
commission, w i th powers to prevent 
the Violation of the assurances given, 
could be established. Referendum pro
cedures could be worked out to ensure 
that no qualitative change in language 
policy w i l l take place wi thout a refe
rence to the peoples' wishes. The Nor th 
and South have to learn to give and 
take on the language issue and the 
handicaps must be equalised as far as 
possible in the interests of a develop
ing unity. 

Who wi l l draw the correct lessons 
from the tragic happenings of the past 
few days? New political alignments 
are bound to crystalise. To survive, 
increasingly the rul ing party w i l l have 
to rally behind those who rise above 
parochial, narrow interests- This applies 
to language as to all other issues. It 
is the crux of the political challenge 
facing India — and the Congress 
Party. 

T H E I N D I A N I R O N & 
S T E E L C O M P A N Y L T D 

N o t i c e 

The Board of Directors in Meeting 
held today have declared an Inter im 
Dividend on the Ordinary Share Capi
tal in respect of the year ending 31st 
March, 1965 of 75 Paise per share 
subject to deduction of tax. 

As already notified the Register 
and Transfer Books for Ordinary 
Shares w i l l remain closed from the 
15th to 27th February, 1965 and the 
Inter im Dividend w i l l be paid on or 
after the 8th March, 1965 to those 
shareholders whose names appear on 
the Company's Register of Members 
on the 27th February, 1965 or to their 
mandatees. 

The Directors wish to stress that 
this distr ibution represents merely an 
in ter im payment of Dividend to 
shareholders to alleviate their current 
income position and must not be 
taken as in any way indicative of the 
trend of profits for the current year 
or the final Dividend that w i l l in due 
course be recommended for declara
t ion at the Annual General Meeting. 

By order of the Board, 
. M a r t i n Burn Limited , 

F. G. Liversedge 
Managing Director, 
Managing Agents. 

Registered Office: 
.12, Misssion Row, 
Calcutta—1 
9th February, 1965. 


