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than that in smuggling of gold and the 
margin of profit definitely higher. 

The raw materials supply position 
in the pharmaceutical industry is de
teriorating fast. Some of the essen
tial vitamins and steroids and many 
other chemicals have completely dis
appeared from the market. The solu
tion suggested by the Government has 
not enthused the industry much. The 
D G T D has prepared a substitution 
list of chemicals and raw materials 
and has circulated it among the big 
manufacturers asking them to produce 
these items indigenously as soon as 
possible. It is not difficult for the in
digenous manufacturers to start pro
ducing these in our country with the 
available technical personnel and 
know-how. But the difficulty is that 
to prepare these intermediates and 
pharmaceutical chemicals, we need 
many basic chemicals and solvents 
which are not available. Moreover, 
there is the time factor: even if we 
start now i t wil l take some time to 
come to the stage of actual industrial 
production, depending on indigenously 
available equipment and plant. 

This is another glaring instance of 
short-sighted planning. The sudden 
restriction of imports completely up
sets the development programmes as 
well as the normal production sche
dules of pharmaceutical units. Demand 
for essential drugs and pharmaceuti
cals, on the other hand, has been 
going up very rapidly in recent years. 
With such buoyant demand it would 
not be surprising if the important 
drugs soon went underground to be 
sold in the black market. 

Price of Scientists 
A LARGE proportion of our scien

tists who go abroad for training 
stay there- A similar problem has long 
existed in East Germany. East German 
scientists are trained at home, except 
for a few who go and do research in 
the Soviet Union at a late stage in their 
training. There has nevertheless been 
an outflow of scientists, mainly to West 
Germany and the United States. The 
Berlin wall has probably had the least 
deterrent effect on the emigration of 
top scientists, for east-west meetings 
are unavoidable nowadays in many 
sciences. 

The first reactions to the problem of 
loss of scientists came very early. 
Around 1955 scientists' salaries were 
raised to levels comparable to those of 
the top political functionaries. A young 
scientist could expect to earn at least 
3,000 Marks a month right from the 
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beginning, and if he was very good he 
could get a salary up to 8,000 Marks. 
The top scientists - perhaps twenty of 
them — got 15,000 Marks. 

The real value of these salaries is 
much greater than its rupee equivalent 
at the official exchange rate. Among 
other things, the income tax rates are 
much lower in East Germany — the 
highest rate is around 25 per cent. 
And the prices of consumer goods, 
especially luxuries, are lower. A three-
room flat in Unter den Linden, the 
main street of East Berlin (which is 
perhaps better known by its temporary 
mime, Stalin-Allee) costs 60 to 90 Murks 
a month; an equivalent flat in Bombay 
would cost Rs 800 at least. The prices 
of cars, refrigerators, radio sets, hotel 
rooms, restaurant meals, etc, are be
tween a fifth and a half of those in 
Bombay. 

At such low prices there is naturally 
a scarcity of many consumer goods, 
from cloth down to ears; and the most 
valuable of scientists' privileges are not 
so much financial ones as the rights to 
jump queues. They get houses and 
ears more quickly, they are among the 
few who go to the best holiday resorts, 
and provided their children have the 
minimum qualifications they have no 
difficulty in getting a place in univer
sities. Their career is also not depen
dent on their membership of the com
munist party; many prize this privilege 
because it enables them to avoid time-
wasting meetings, the need to be loud
ly conformist and to jump on to the 
right bandwagons in time. 

With these privileges, the material 
sacrifice involved in leaving East Ger
many was greatly increased; tin's had 
a deterrent effect on the emigration of 
scientists in the middle levels. What 
emigration takes place now is from 
among the top scientists. Partly this is 
because they get more chances, but 
they take the chances mainly because 
of political interference in the running 
of scientific institutions. The cost of 
political interference is, however, the 
list thing politicians could do anything 
about. 
Trumps Played Out 
A Correspondent writes: 

T HE fact that India is a bigger 
country did affect the outcome 

of the twenty-two days" war; Pak
istan's resserves were much more 
tightly stretched than India's and all 
she could do at the end was to fight 
from entrenched positions on static 
fronts. It was just her luck that I n 
dia also chose to fight on those 

fronts and that Pakistan's ammuni
tion did not run out. 

But India's bigger size seems to 
be playing an even more important 
role in recent days. For wherever 
the sympathies of the big powers lie, 
their interests would be more hurt 
by antagonising India than Pakistan. 
This is the only explanation of Pak-
is tan's lack of diplomatic success. 
For all the oratorial and lobbying 
skills of her foreign minister, Pakis
tan failed to get a mention of self-
determination or of earlier resolu
tions in the Security Council resolu
tion of September 20. It failed to 
get multi-power mediation on Kash
mir, and no major power has shown 
any warmth for its arbitration pro
posal. 

With his visit to Washington, 
Ayub Khan seems to have played. 
out his last trump. He could expect 
to have certain leverage with 'the 
United States owing to the central 
position of Pakistan and to the Ame
rican air bases; but it apparently 
failed altogether to move Johnson. If 
Ayub Khan stayed put he might ex
pect economic aid to flow again soon; 
and military aid might be resumed when 
aid to India was resumed. By put
ting pressure on bases he could have 
forfeited these promised benefits and 
gained nothing vis-a-vis Kashmiri 

So he goes now to Tashkent, disarm
ed, empty-handed. He has even fur
ther muffed matters by giving the 
impression that he is being pushed 
reluctantly to Tashkent by Johnson. 
From his experience over Kutch and 
Kashmir, Shastri has little reason to 
trust Ayub Khan; perhaps the inter
nal political situation leaves Ayub 
little reason to trust himself. 

What wil l these people do in Tash
kent? What can they do? Even 
though Shastri does not stick to his 
condition that the talks must not 
be over Kashmir, his best tactic 
would be to carry a great many 
little proposals of release of seized 
goods, resumption of traffic, a trade 
agreement, freer monetary transfers 
and movement of people, another 
meeting after a few months and so 
on. The more he proposes the better, 
for it wil l reduce the time devoted 
to Kashmir over which there is no 
room for give-and-take, and it wil l 
give more choice to Ayub Khan who 
must be very hard-pressed at home. 
There is much reason for us to begin 
a rapprochement by however tiny 
steps; the hostility of Pakistan neu
tralises much of our military and 
political power internationally. 


