
CAPITAL VIEW 

THE other day, I was reading a 
longish, thesis-type article in 

which a rather provocative attempt 
was made to systematise the business 
of political forecasting and to reduce 
the margin of error or errors to the 
minimum. Supposedly, such exercises 
arc designed to prepare the in-puts' 
for complex computers "which will tell 
us what to expect of our politicians. 
In' the midst of this pleasant pastime 
I asked myself whether any 'system' 
or 'computor' could have tackled the 
perambulations of the Congress Party 
during these past few weeks. 

Idle speculation needs discipline. 
Within the pages of a single news
paper, I learnt that Prime Minister 
Lal Bahadur's visit to the USA would 
be concerned with' 'goodwill' and 
would not be linked with economic 
aid: Congress stalwart Raghunath 
Singh had urged that the word 'Hindu'  
should not be dropped from the name 
of Banaras University as in its wider 
connotation it does not denote com 
munalism: Deputy Finance Minister 
Rameshwar Sahu had declared that 
the public response to the gold bond 
scheme so far "is satisfactory, but 
the figure is not very encouraging." 

Left Language-less? 
No 'system' or 'computor'. I am 

afraid, could cope with this barrage 
of double-talk. Indeed, even the 
brains of acclimatised observers and 
political analysis are paralysed. The 
mental exhaustion is so complete that 
newspapers in the Capital—and, pre
sumably, in the States—are content 
to record every bit of nonsense with 
unfailing devotion. Maybe, in the 
quest for a national language, we are 
now in the unique position of pos 
sessing no language at all in which 
to express what we really intend. 
This, of course, is an asset diplo
matically—but only if the people of 
the country at least know what's 
cooking. 

A fortnight ago, we were still in 
the midst , of the passion for self-
reliance and were fully determined 
that we would not be pushed around 
by those who would exploit our food 
and foreign exchange shortages. Today, 
we go around furtively, talking about 
a foodgrains deficit which might touch 
10 million tons (15 million if distri-
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bution breaks down!) and of a virtual 
closure, by March 1966, of some 40 
per cent of our industry, The earlier 
passion, set against the facts of our 
shortages, should have sparked the 
internal effort to face the critical 
situation—an effort which would 
neutralise many of the i l l effects of 
dependence and help make it tem
porary. But the passion is being 
deliberately dissipated, for the feeling 
is widespread among those who rule 
that it is preferable to beg rather 
than to work, particularly if votes are 
to be collected democratically in 
1967. 

Waiting for Something to Turn Up 
Even as this tragic defeat is being 

inflicted upon us, we sit around in 
the Capital merrily recounting tales of 
how the Army Chief does not protest 
when a tikka is planted on his fore-
head at a public function, of how the 
Home Minister wastes time plough
ing his garden when he should be 
cleaning up the administration, of how 
business tycoons engage the services 
of foreign consultants despite a 
foreign exchange shortage and the 
availability of local expertise, of how 
the same kind of people engage 
foreign architects to plan buildings 
in Calcutta, of how crores of rupees 
worth of machine-tools arc imported 
while HMT in Bangalore stockpiles 
tools which are not in demand, of 
the lavish foreign exchange made 
available by our normally vigilant 
Reserve Bank to our emissary MPs, 
of import entitlement licenses used 
for the purchase of the most ridicul
ous non essentials (even toilet paper!) 
and of how it is now in the interest 
of the very very rich to convert their 
'white' money into 'black' in order to 
purchase gold for bonds and enjoy 
the incometax-free, wealthrax-free and 
gift tax-free benefits offered by en 
indulgent GOL 

The achievements of eighteen years 
are in danger of being pulverised. 
Nevertheless, a communist joins the 
mob to call on the Ministry of In
formation and Broadcasting to silence 
those who controvert official facts, a 
Jan Sanghi rants in the style of the 
Mahabharata about the need to 
destroy Pakistan, a Socialist be
comes the spokesman of an assorted 

bunch of vegetarians who are demand
ing the manufacture of nuclear wea
pons, and a Swatantraist works over
time to persuade our confused politi
cians that the answer to our problems 
is to recognise Chiang Kai-shek's 
regime in Taiwan. Small wonder, 
then, that Congressmen fiddle — and 
wait for LBS to visit LBI. 

Non Official Advisers for Ministers 

The visit will soon consume all our 
faculties, nut there are a few harden 
ed optimists who continue to believe 
that once Lal Bahadur has ensured 
us against the impending crises he 
will move to build the self-reliance 
he has talked about. Frankly, I do 
not see the signs. The bureaucrats, 
thoroughly incompetent on economic 
and technical matters, seem relaxed 
and still able to quote rules and re
gulations for a do-nothing plan. 
Unless their self-reliance is broken, 
there's little hope. This may appear 
contradictory, but not for those who 
have had the opportunity to trudge 
the corridors of the sprawling GOI 
Secretariat. Ask the Punjabis, their 
economy disrupted by war, what they 
think. 

In the kind of democracy we have 
bestowed upon ourselves, it is impera
tive that emergencies be tackled 
through the creation of all-powerful 
cells of experts whose decisions can
not be challenged. We have to use 
this approach to the agricultural and 
industrial crises--if only to save 
democracy itself. It is a technique 
frequently employed, even in Britain. 
The knowledgeable maintain that our 
troubles in food and foreign exchange 
are largely curable, that it is possi
ble even at this late stage to get back 
on our feet without embarrassing 
supports. But it is the knowledge-
able who are kept at a distance. There 
are too many scandals to hide. 

Moves recently initiated to appoint 
advisers to ministers, selected by the 
ministers and serving at their pleasure 
outside the permanent bureaucracv, 
should do much to concentrate ex
pertise where it is needed. This ex-
cellent US practice could be em
bodied in our system of government. 
Yet, there is a strange reluctance to 
implement the scheme. Surely the 
ICS is not all that powerful, or are 
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we to wait for Morarji Desai to 
deliver the opinion of his administra
tive reforms commission? 

Meanwhile, as we mark time and 
hope that all our problems will be 
revolved by a benevolent, under-
standing LBI. the Soviet Union has 
thought tit to renew the call for the 
Tashkent meeting, The Prime Minis
ter's mercurial responses to 'his- parti
cular initiative are: becoming the talk 
of diplomatic circles. Now, it is as 
sumed, that TTK, just back from 
Moscow, has underlined the necessity 

for a more serious dialogue with the 
Soviet leaders on the problems of 
the sub-continent. Hence, Lal Baha
dur's more constructive reaction to 
the Tashkent meeting. He is beginn
ing to realise that we hurt only our-
selves by a conditional, inhibited 
altitude to talks and discussions. We 
should he clear about our objectives— 
and talk. 

The conviction is at last forming 
that we are saddled with more pro
blems today than before the conflict 
with Pakistan, that we have to apply 
ourselves to finding solutions over 

which we have a fair degree of con
trol, that V K Krishna Menon's warn
ing about the militarisation of the 
mind must be heeded. In other 
words, the realisation spreads that 
government by slogans is no panacea. 
This thinking is likely to crystalise 
during the coming weeks. It remains 
to be seen whether it will express 
itself sharply enough to steer us to
ward a programme of self-reliance, 
let us hope that we will not be left 
at the mercy of those who imagine 
that the tenor of their speeches is 
The barometer of our independence. 

farmers do or on fertilisers as the 
Taiwanese farmers do. 

The crux of the problem is, there
fore, the high degree of auto-consum
ption in agriculture. As long as the 
preference of agriculture for its own 
goods remains so strong, an increase 
in agricultural output and incomes will 
increase the marketed surplus little. It 
follows that the solution of the pro
blem of inflation lies in increasing agri
cultural taxation, compulsory procure
ment, provision of urban goods and 
services in rural areas and setting up 
industries (fertilisers is one of them) 
which generate little demand for agri
cultural good. In any case, increasing 
agricultural output will not by itself 
solve the problem. 
New Look of Soviet Aid 

FRESH ground has been covered in 
the strengthening of economic re

lations with the Soviet Union and 
Czechoslovakia. The Finance Minister 
who recently visited these countries has 
reported to the Parliament that they 
have agreed to examine, within the 
next few months, the feasibility of ex
panding economic and technical assist
ance for the Fourth Plan. The Soviet 
Union has agreed to give, and Czechos
lovakia will consider giving, non-project 
aid on terms approximating those for 
project aid. 

This represents a significant depar
ture from Soviet policy hitherto. So 
far she had insisted that conventional 
12-year loans would be confined to 
larue public sector projects; for smaller 
public and eligible private projecrs they 
extended only deferred payment facili
ties which the Indian Government un
derstandably restricted as far as 
possible within c e r t a i n well 
defined c a t e g o r i e s. Al l non-
project items, the Soviet bloc insisted. 

Getting the Farmer to Spend! 
A NY index of political activity, 

whether it be based on the num
ber demonstrations organised, commit
tees appointed, minutes written or of
ficial hours wasted, would correlate 
well with the trend of urban food pri
ces in this country; in this sense food 
prices are the most important political 
barometer, the strongest galvanising 
force in the arena of politics. Behind 
every leap in food prices is a story of 
privation which, untold and unwritten 
though it remains, leaves a mark on 
those who hold power and assume 
responsibility. 

And yet, those in power go on col
lecting these blots of shame as if they 
were rare stamps. In the last decade 
we had a serious inflation roughly 
every live years; now it promises to 
visit us every other year. What has 
brought us to this state of affairs? 
What has been done and what left 
undone? 

A part of the story is familiar to 
us - the story of abdication of res
ponsibility by sharing it. By introduc
ing food zones the government assum
ed responsibility for feeding the deficit 
areas; by making the zones co-termi
nus with States it shared out the res
ponsibility between the States; by 
leaving procurement to their sweet 
will it abdicated responsibility. For 
the consequences of irresponsibility 
we have to wait only til l summer. 

But this is not the whole story; 
there is the question of production. The 
UN Economic Survey of Asia and the 
far Fast for 1961 is of the view that 
"Fundamentally the Indian food pro
blem during the last decade was caused 
by the low level of production, which 
was below the demand and which tend
ed to increase only just as far as the 
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rate of increase of demand, and by the 
large fluctuations in production which 
could not be offset by imports or by 
release of government stocks". Distri
bution, one might say, becomes a pro
blem only if production is inadequate. 

But what level of output would be 
adequate? The present level plus two 
million tons, five million tons, ten mil
lion tons? Who wants this additional 
produce? If it is the towns, the addi
tional requirements can only be margi
nal. For the Survey estimates an in
crease of 2.5 million tons in the urban 
demand for food between 1951 and 
1961 — a period in which production 
increased from 55 to 80 million tods 
A tenth of the increase in output 
would have sufficed the towns, appa
rently. 

Where did the additional output of 
food go? Partly to feed the additional 
population, which increased by over a 
quarter: partly to satisfy the demand 
of people who became better off. The 
Survey gives twice as much weight to 
the influence of population growth as to 
that of income rises; the effect was 
probably more equal in view of the 
low income elasticities the Survey as
sumes. 

What do the agriculturists do with 
their additional incomes? The informa
tion the Survey gives is amazing. A 
rupee spent on agricultural goods gene
rates only 12 paise of further demand, 
nine of which go to agricultural goods, 
one to food industry and one to min
ing and manufacturing. This is so 
amazing as to be incredible: if it were 
true, about the only use agriculturists 
made of additional incomes was to 
gorge themselves. Nevertheless, there is 
some truth in the picture: in par
ticular, Indian farmers do not spend on 
services as Australian and Philippino 
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