
CAPITAL VIEW 

Homework Needed on Military Affairs 

PAKISTANI infiltration into the 
Kashmir Valley likely to be 

pushed vigorously during the winter 
months, is being supplemented by a lar
ge-scale grabbing of desert lands along 
the Rajasthan border. This cynical 
violation of the cease-fire is mads ne
cessary because of Rawalpindi's despe
rate need to prove that as a result of 
the recent hostilities Pakistan had oc
cupied more of India's territory than 
India of Pakistan's. The 'claim' being 
popularised in diplomatic circles is 
1,600 square miles! 

That we consider ourselves free to 
expel the Pakistanis from areas occu
pied after the cease-tire has been slat
ed in categorical terms, but again we 
seem to be making the error of with
holding detailed information on the 
infiltrations because some wooden bu
reaucrat in the "Defence Ministry 
imagines that he knows better and 
there is no one with the sense to cor
rect him. This inexplicable secrecy 
over matters which are known to the 
enemy provides Pakistan with the op
portunity to state that its forces were 
all along in these illegally-occupied 
areas. 

The more perceptive observers in 
the Capital are beginning to express a 
certain anxiety about the situation 
along the so-called cease-fire line. The 
Pakistanis appear to be determined to 
remain firmly entrenched on our ter
ritory in Chhamb and Khemkaran, the 
two points which they consider the 
most vulnerable sectors of our fron
tier. Unless, our military command is 
able vigorously to punish the Pakis
tanis for every cease-fire violation — 
and punishment must be strictly loca
lised — there is danger that we will 
become victims of a prolonged and 
undeclared war of attrition. 

The fact that we arc in the vicinity 
of Lahore and Sialkot should not 
blind us to the advantages Pakistan 
enjoys in the present diplomatic situ
ation, advantages which permit greater 
flexibility in military blackmail. Ad
mittedly, Ayub and his colleagues 
have been startled by the fighting ca
pability of the Indian jawans despite 
the odds faced in armour and fire 
power, but they are also convinced 
that certain rather fortunate and un
expected factors helped Indian com-
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manders in the field to turn the tide. 
The 'hawks' in Rawalpindi might well 
be persuaded to try again. 

What gives the Pakistani 'hawks' 
the gumption to play with the idea of 
another foolhardy adventure? 

True, the vital Chhamb-Jaurian-
Akhnur sector which is ideal 'tank 
country' and protects our lines of 
communication to Kashmir and Ladakh 
was inexplicably denied defence works 
in depth, and had the Pakistanis used 
their air force in support of their 
armour on September 1 they might 
well have achieved what we set out 
on September 6 to prevent them from 
achieving. But it is equally true that 
our thrust in the Lahore and Sialkot 
sectors was weakly conceived and or
ganised by Army Headquarters, con
ducted with inadequate strength and 
hopelessly short of air support to pro
vide decisive results. After all, the 
Pakistani 'hawks' know that the ad
vance formations of the Indian army 
did cross the Ichhogil canal by the 
evening of September 6 only to be 
thrown back subsequently — and, 
what's more, if the 'right hook' had 
been more boldly launched from Dera 
Baba Nanak the entanglement with 
the unmapped defences before Sialkot 
would not have been all that damag
ing to a decisive result. The attempt
ed invasion of the Punjab by Pakis
tan's First Armoured Division via 
Khemkaran almost succeeded, but the 
command tactics courageously adopt
ed by our jawans with devastating ef
fect in this sector against the enemy 
armour did become the 'style' in all 
the battles which took place later 
along the front — and these tactics 
paid handsome dividends. If our in
telligence services failed miserably to 
detail the enemy's armoured strength, 
lire-power and elaborate defence sys
tem — failures which could have com
promised us gravely — our army staff 
is now at least more experienced in 
handling the kind of situation which 
might develop if hostilities are resum
ed following the erosion of the cease-
fire. Moreover, in a future flare-up, 
air support to the ground forces wil l 
be solid and sustained. And, next 
time, two-thirds of the Indian Air 
Force wi l l certainly not be kept in re
serve and uncommitted — a decision 
which some experts argue probably 

robbed us of a more decisive result. 
What, then encourages the Pakis

tani 'hawks'? From the information 
that trickles in, the assumlations in 
Rawalpindi are as follows: 

(1) The Paks hope to infiltrate 
over enough mileage in Rajasthan 
to create the impression of a mi-
litary victory when the UN obser
vers demarcate the so-called cease
fire line. This, it is presumed, will 
cause demoralisation in India. 

(2) Soon it will be made known 
that the Pak army is fully reorga
nised and replenished. An attempt. 
wi l l be made to create the sem
blance of three armoured divisions 
poised for battle. Proof will be ad
vanced that the Pak army has en
sured its supplies despite the can 
by the USA, and this will cause 
further demoralisation in India. 

(3) The build-up of the Sino-
Pak alliance wi l l see further 
strengthening, particularly after the 
setback to Chinese interests in In
donesia. Moreover, the need to res
tore Peking's prestige after its da
maging projection during the re
cent hostilities will encourage 
China's leaders to adopt inure 
threatening postures towards India, 
destroying her confidence to cope 
with so many fronts. 

(4) The hope continues to be 
expressed that India will nut be 
able to resolve her political pre 
blems in Kashmir. These will fes
ter and provide the Pak pockets in 
the Valley the chance to create dis
order — even revolt — in the 
coming months. 

(5) The uncertain cease-fire is 
expected to strengthen the hands 
of communal groups within India. 
These groups are seen as working 
towards a collision with the Mus
l im minority, a collision which 
could further weaken and splinter 
the resolution of India to resist 
Pak pressures. The more impatient. 
would even use the exodus of 
Hindus from East Pakistan to fan 
the flames of communalism. Signi
ficantly, the most impalient are 
the die-hard Punjabis who see such 
an exodus as marking the end of 
the eastern wing's numerical pre
ponderance in Pakistan. 
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(6) And, finally, the confidence 
is widespread in Pak army circles 
that India wil l not be able to re
plenish her stocks of ammunition 
and spares within the context of 
the ban imposed by the USA and 
UK on the delivery of such sup
plies. It is argued that the equip
ment being received' by India from 
the USSR can only become effect
ive in the long-run, that during 
the immediate period India has to 
rely on western sources which wil l 
not respond unless certain geopo
litical surrenders to Pakistan are 
accepted. Then, in the event of 
Indian reluctance to bend, the sta
ge will be set for another adven- 
ture. 

It is clear even from this summary 
of Pakistani attitudes that a crucial 
error was made in agreeing hastily to 
a cease-fire which was viewed as a 
'breather' by the enemy. It was the 
duly of political and military leader-
ship to assess the staying power of 
the enemy. If this assessment had 
been done, a short prolongation of 
hostilities would probably have given 
us the decisive result which the mil i
tary campaign failed to yield for va
rious reasons. It does not need a ge
nius to appreciate how skilful tactics 
in the UN could have delayed the 
cease-fire until such time as our ob
jectives were gained. 

It is incredible how our political 
and military leadership continues to 
harp on the fact that it was not in
tended to 'occupy' Lahore and Sialkot. 
'Occupation' has many variations. It 
does not always involve a street-by
street control. Lahore's railway mar
shalling yards at Moghulpura and the 
waterworks near the Ravi would give 
control over the city, particularly if 
the bridges over the river had been 
cut. As for Sialkot, the city had been 
more or less abandoned; its fall, alone, 
would have psychologically clinched 
the operation to punish the aggressor. 
Or were we playing with the notion 
that the punishment delivered was 
enough and that Ayub, a moderate, 

was better to deal with than some 
Punjabi revanchist like Kalabagh? 

Perhaps, it is far-fetched to im
agine that any kind of sophisticated 
reasoning was brought to bear on the 
timing of the cease-fire. The Cabinet 
was certainly unaware of the nuances 
of the situation. If Defence Minister 
Chavan believed that he understood 
the ramifications and kept the Prime 
Minister informed, then it has to be 
stated that his understanding was off 

the mark. Indeed, many knowledge
able persons, while welcoming the 
Prime Minister's decision to leave, 
for good or for worse, the conduct of 
the campaign in totality to the army 
staff are now of the opinion that in 
future political control over strategic 
objectives, both political and military, 
will have to be strengthened. It is for 
the Prime Minister to find the mecha
nism to do this without endangering 
the control of the army staff over the 
day-to-day conduct of a campaign. 

It is in this context that the irre
pressible Dr Lohia has been agitating 

for the publication of the still secret 
(sic!) report on the clash with China 
in NEFA and for a serious study of 
the lesson of the recent hostilities with 
Pakistan. For once, he is right. A de
mocratic State, in which Parliament is 
sovereign, cannot be content to base 
its thinking on obviously slanted — 
and often contradictory — hand-outs 
from the Defends Ministry upon which 
newspapers have unfortunately come to 
depend. A closer involvement with 
military affairs is demanded. If this 
involvement is possible in the USA 
despite all the security risks, surely 
our Defence Ministry can open up. 
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Everywhere in the Capital, and pos
sibly all over the country, a troubled 
questioning of the defensive and of-
iensive capability of our armed forces 
has begun. The military stalemate 
on the Pakistan front, seen at one 
stage as a victory, has compelled this 
questioning. It is a reflection of a 

people's growth to maturity. If we 
have to live with land frontiers re
duced to ceasefire lines, and have to 
make the sacrifices which such a 
situation calls for, then it is high 
time that Parliament be called upon 
to do its belated homework on mili
tary affairs. After all, we are at the 

moment in peace spending Rs 3 cro-
res per day on this activity. Yes, Rs 
3 crores per day excluding the cost 
of a clash, a fracas, limited hostilities 
or a prolonged war! Our members of 
Parliament have been known to take 
an obsessive interest in less. 


