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of 9.4 per cent. The Government re-
ected this and fixed the minimum 
price for 10.4 per cent recovery at 
Rs 5.38 per quintal. In its final 
report, presented to the Government 
in September, the Commission again 
suggested that the basic recovery 
level should be reduced to 9.4 per 
cent in 1965-66 and to 9 per cent 
in 1966-67. For 1965-66 it recom
mended a minimum price of Rs 4.96 
per quintal for 9.4 per cent recovery 
with an increase of 4 paise per quintal 
for every 0.1 per cent recovery above 
this level, thus bringing the price for 
10.4 per cent recovery to the current 
level of Rs 5.38 per quintal. For 
1966 67 it recommended an increase in 
the premium for higher recovery over 
the minimum of 9 per cent from 4 
paise to 5.36 paise per quintal for 
every 0,01 per cent 

However, not all the arguments of 
the Commission for giving greater in
centive to cane cultivators to improve 
the quality of cane seem to have made 
the slightest impression on the Gov
ernment. On Wednesday it decided 
to retain the existing basic recovery 
level of 10.4 per cent with the mini
mum price at Rs 5.38 per quintal for 
1965-66 — obviously under pressure 
from States, particularly those where 
the average recovery rate is lower than 
10.4 per cent so that if the basic re
covery level had been fixed at 9.4 per 
cent the minimum price for a majority 
of cane growers would have been cut. 

The difficulty, let it be stated, is 
not that the growers would not have 
got a remunerative price. In the Com
mission's judgment the minimum 
prices recommended by it would have 
been high enough to prevent any signi
ficant diversion of land from sugar
cane. In any case, if the Government 
felt that the Commission's minimum 
price for 9.4 per cent recovery was 
too low, it could have permitted a 
higher price while maintaing the price 
differential for cane with higher re
covery. However, this would have led 
to pressure for higher sugar prices to 
grant which would no doubt appear 
unpopular. Between protecting the 
inefficient cultivator and concern for 
the consumer, there is evidently no 
room for an incentive-oriented pricing 
system for sugarcane. 

Kerala: Search for a Leader 
Our Correspondent in the South writes: 

THE war and the extremely uneasy 
cease-fire have had serious re

percussions in Kerala. Political align
ments are likely to undergo signifi
cant changes and the mass electoral 
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preference may also mutate in impor
tant ways. At the moment everybody 
has taken President's Rule for granted. 
True enough, the Left parties have pro
tested and demanded quick fresh elec
tions. But it is quite obvious that this 
is not one of the demands they are 
pushing with crusading zeal, not even 
the Left Communists. At present the 
situation is still too fluid for anyone 

to very confidently state that the re
sult of the elections will not be the 
same instability as produced by the 
last one. 

The Congress, however, hopes to 
cash in on the generally increased res
pect for the Central Government and 
the still more widespread feeling that 
as yet only the Congress is in a posi
tion to provide that stability which 
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the dangerous situation so urgently de
mands. There continue, of course, 
anger and indignation that the Cong
ress seems quite incapable of initiat
ing any deep-going social change or 
taking any radical measures to close 
the gap of inequality. 

The piquancy of the Congress situa
tion in Kerala is, however, that this 
great advantage of the stability-offer 
is denied it. The dissident group with
in Congress is powerful. The State 
Congress leadership is not only cor
rupt but has a well-deserved reputation 
for inefficiency and factionalism. It 
has no leader of any stature who 
could become the builder as well as 
leader of a team. Kamaraj had, at one 
time, proposed that Krishna Menon 
should take over the job. But, evident
ly, the prospects of re-entry into the 
Central Government and the reassump-
tion of an international role have 
proved too alluring. In Kerala the 
tas|f: would be far less spectacular and 
would involve detailed work, suffering 
fools as well as the possibility of not 
getting back to power in the imme
diate future. Such a course would have 
been good for Kerala and even better 
for Krishna Menon but it seems it is 
not to be. 

A different plan is now being pro
posed, i e, to bring back Pattom Thanu 
Pillai, the octogenarian Governor of 
Andhra. This amiable gentleman has 
had a very long political history, in
deed. And of surprising consistency, 
too. He has hopped from one party to 
another, changed ideas, policies and 
friends with gay abandon but the 
single-minded purpose has been clear 
— to somehow reach the Chief Min

ister's post and remain there. Inciden
tally, it was Lal Bahadur Shastri who 
performed the conjuror's trick of first 
kidnapping Pattom from the PSP and 
making him a Congress Chief Minister 
and then later whisking him off to 
Chandigarh as Governor. Barkis is cer
tainly willing this time to change from 
Governor to Chief Minister. 

The Congressmen who have come to 
Hyderabad on deputation and who 
.publicly bescached the press at a Raj 
Bhavan press conference to help "per
suade" Pattom to return to save his 
home State are not as foolish as 
might appear at first sight. They are 
banking on Pattom smoothing over the 
ruffled feelings of another Nair octo
genarian, Mannam. The two have been 
quite close in the past and there is 
no reason why they should not man
age jointly to bring the dissidents 
back to the Congress. It wi l l be ex

tremely awkward for Mannam to paint 
the official Congress as an Ezhava 
show if such a fiercely communal Nair 
as Pattom is its father figure, Further, 
lie has the added advantage of being 
regarded as a very safe anti-Communist 
which would placate the Catholic bis
hops. Finally, he has proved quite ac
ceptable to the Muslim League in the 
past and a section of the SSP will also 
not be unfriendly. A grand coalition 
could thus be built which would safe
ly guarantee the Congress its pass
age back to power. As for Kerala, its 
development and its future — park-
kalam, as Kamaraj would say, let us 
see ! 

Students for National Service 
LAST week at the annual meeting 

of the Central Advisory Board 
of Education at Chandigarh the Union 
Education Minister pleaded for making 
"education defence-oriented and pro
duction-oriented" and for "new pri
orities". He added; "we must be self-
sufficient in food and our students 
can play a vital role in achieving i t " . 
At this meeting the Board enthusias
tically approved a proposal to enlist 
students passing the S S C examina
tions in the country for a year of 
"national service" during which they 
will help in raising agricultural pro
duction, eradication of illiteracy and 
the defence effort. 

This move resurrects a proposal 
that has been discussed several times 
and has never been tested even on a 
small scale. The recent estimate of 
costs involved suggest an annual out
lay of Rs 500 per student in a plan 
that envisages an enrolment of about 
100-125 thousand students and a total 
expenditure of Rs 5 to 6.2 crores. Pre
sumably, the estimate refers only to 
direct expenditure on students and as
sumes exemption from the scheme for 
a certain proportion of eligible stu
dents on medical and other grounds. 

The wasteful character of the scheme 
sticks out a mile. Most of the students 
passing S S C have no training whatso
ever to undertake the tasks that are 
proposed for them. The problem of 
providing the right training is com
plex and its financial and real burden 
would be considerable. Besides, if 
some two or three months are spent 
in training, the period over which 
this investment may bear fruit 'would 
be very short and, therefore, the re
turn would be low. Also in countries 
where the law provides for conscrip
tion, the average age of the conscripts 
tends to be at least three to five years 

higher than that of SSC graduates in 
India. As a result, the reccpliveness 
and maturity of the young conscripts 
abroad tend to be far superior to what 
can be expected from the Indian stu
dents passing out from high schools, 
who will not carry any weight with the 
rural folk amongst whom they will 
have to work to improve agriculture. 
And the free labour that they might 
contribute would hardly help since 
Indian agriculture surely does not suf
fer from labour scarcity. 

All these considerations make the 
proposed project of 'national service 
by SSC students' an unrealistic scheme 
which holds every promise of proving 
a fiasco. Even the scheme of compul
sory rural service by medical gradu
ates in Maharashtra has failed to make 
any substantial contribution to meet
ing the health and medical needs of the 
people. Because of the lack of proper 
organisation the doctors find it a waste 
of time. The much-publicised 'Village 
Volunteer Force' scheme, initiated 
after the Chinese attack in 1962, has 
few real achievements to show except 
perhaps on paper. True, there is scope 
and need for tapping public enthusiasm 
for national service and for channelling 
it in the right directions, but to do it 
in a manner that would avoid v.aste 
and unnecessary frustration, some hard 
thinking and proper organisation are 
required. A 'national youth service' 
modelled on, for example, the Peace 
Corps in USA in which relatively ma
ture and trained persons voluntarily 
contribute their skills for various de
velopmental projects will prove much 
more useful and effective than the 
project enthusiastically but thought
lessly sponsored by the Central Advi
sory Board on Education. 

Textile Imports by UK 
Our London Correspondent Writes: 

THE recent Cotton Board Confer-
ence held at Harrogate celebrat

ed what can be regarded as a major 
victory for the vested interests in the 
textile industry of Britain who have 
been striving to contain imports cf 
textiles from the developing countries. 
The announcement by Douglas Jay, 
President of the Board of Trade, that 
the Labour Government intended to 
impose a global quota on cotton im
ports from low cost producing coun
tries for the next live years is just the 
sort of protection that Lancashire has 
been pressing for. Whether this type 
of feather-bedding is good for the 
industry as a whole or whether it will 
serve only to protect and keep the 
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less efficient textile firms in business, 
remains to be seen. The whole object 
of the reorganisation of the industry 
which started in the 1960s was to 
provide the basis for a new, smaller, 
more efficient and more viable textile 
industry with emphasis on moderniza
tion, integration and re-equipment. 
The type of protection that is now 
offered is hardly intended to speed up 
the elimination of the less efficient 
concerns. 

The British cotton textile industry 
is now a much more viable organisa
tion than it was five years ago. Some
thing like £30 million of public money, 
and a similar sum from the industry 
itself, has been spent on reorganisa
tion schemes to scrap old plant and 
re-equip and modernize the industry 
which is now operating from a 
modern vertically integrated frame 
work. A further step to make the 
industry operate from more modern 
production units has been taken with 
the intervention of man-made fibre 
producers. The many small firms 
have been largely replaced by four 
major combines. The industry is 
now becoming far more capital-inten
sive than the average run of British 
industry. Despite a shorter working 
week output per head has risen by 
6 per cent a year since 1963, There 
are however, stilt some inefficient 
firms and. as was pointed out at 
Harrogate, the traditional sections of 
the industry are still over-manned and 
the growth sections under-staffed. The 
quota system will permit the less effi
cient units to stay in business. 

Full details of the new system of 
global quotas that are to be introdu
ced have not yet been made clear. 
The size of the global quota has not 
been revealed, but Jay has said that 
it will be lower than the 1964 total 
which is regarded as exceptional. 

No Commonwealth Asian country 
will be allowed to carry over unused 
quotas for exports to Britain. There 
is understandable anger in Hong 
Kong as the unused cotton textile 
quota to the U K for 1965 up to 
October 13 was about 82 million 
square yards. It is understood that 
the industry in Hong Kong is now 
.suggesting that the agreement under 
which Hong Kong limits her cotton 
textile exports to 185 million square 
yards a year should be abrogated. 

The policy of placating the Lanca
shire industry is justified by the 
Labour Government with the much-
used argument that Britain is carry
ing more than her share of imported 

low cost textiles among the industri-
alised country. The solution to the 
developing countries problem lies not 
in further relaxations by Britain but 
in more constructive efforts by other 
industrialised countries to increase 
their imports. The British never tire 
of reminding the world that at pre
sent Britain imports about 35 per cent 
of her home needs, compared with 
9 per cent in the case of America and 
the European average of about 
7 per cent. 

The most promising solution to the 
problem is through a revision of the 
G A T T textile pact which is only a 

-half-hearted attempt to liberalize tex
tile markets as it provides for a 
growth in imports by industrialised 
countries (excluding Britain) of only 
5 per cent a year. The British view is 
that industrialised countries should 
take at least 10 per cent of their cot
ton requirements from the develop
ing countries: this should rise gradu
ally to 25 per cent which, it is point
ed out, is still 10 per cent below the 
current British performance. 

The only hope for textile exporting 
countries in the developing world 
now seems to lie in the pressure that 
Britain can bring to bear on other 
importing countries; the British 
market is not going to be allowed to 
expand. At Harrogate, Wyndham 
White, Director-General of G A T T, 
spoke about the possibility of a "pack
age deal" for cotton textiles in (he 
"Kennedy Round", but refused to 
give further details of the scheme. The 
G A T T agreement itself is already 
vitiated by Article I I I (or the market 
disruption clause) which has frequently 
been invoked. The U S A is using 
the agreement as an umbrella to shel
ter its own cotton textile industry, 
while it proceeds with investing large 
sums to enable the industry to stand 
up at some future date to low cost 
imports. In many ways, under the 
new global quota system, Britain 
seems to be following the same 
policy. 

LETTER TO EDITOR 

What are we Defending ? 

I CONGRATULATE you on the 
courage with which you have re

stated the social values for which we 
stand in peace as well as in war, and 
whole-heartedly agree with your edito
rial "What Are We Defending?" (Octo
ber 23). But to be fair, it may not be 
non-pertinent to point out that E M S 

Namboodiripad's views on the Kashmir 
question cannot be viewed in the same 
light as Vinoba Bhave's. It is true that 
Namboodiri pad promised to support our 
Defence efforts (for the purposes of 
your editorial does it make much dif- , 
ference even if he did not? patriotism is 
perfectly compatible with non-support 
of the war) but he always took care to 
qualify it with the demand for freeing 
the detenus. For weeks the left-com
munist daily in Kerala was picturing 
the situation created by the Pakistani 
infiltrators in Kashmir as a peopled 
revolt. Throughout the period of active 
hostilities it was devoting more space 
to exposing black-marketeers and whip
ping up popular fury against rising 
prices than to news from the front. 

The existence of Peking-Pindi collu
sion (since you to choose call a Peking-
Pindi 'axis' a theory only) from the 
start of the war is no longer a theory 
but a fact which is recognised as such 
even by British left-wing circles, But 
Namboodiripad's speeches do not betray 
any suspicion of this. Events like the 
burning down of our embassy by Indo
nesian hooligans and the Chinese ult i
matum, which did not increase China's 
anti-imperialist prestige or reputation 
for love of peace, were solemnly de
scribed by Namboodiripad as 'unfortu
nate' He chided the peaceful procession 
in Delhi before the Chinese embassy 
as childish. 

Again, in his speeches Namboodiripad 
goes on repeating that his party will 
not support a war for winning A/ad 
Kashmir or Aksai Chin. One suspects 
naivette or hypocrisy. Except for a 
lunatic fringe in the country, no re
sponsible politician has advocated a 
war to regain these territories. It is 
really incomprehensible what makes 
Namboodiripad assume imaginary posi
tions on the part of his opponents and 
then proceed to demolish them as 
untenable, when perfectly logical lines 
of argument can be found against the 
continuance of war and for the peace
ful settlement of the Kashmir issue. 

But I entirely concur with you in 
demanding freedom for unpopular or 
exceptional views. Democracy wil l per* 
ish if it does not extend its benefits 
even to persons who wish to destroy 
if. The point is to make such views 
appear irrelevant and pointless to the 
majority. But wi l l we ever grow that 
mature? 

G NARAYANAN 

Muvattupuzha, Kerala. 
October 27. 
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