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Frustrating the aggressive designs of Pakistan's war machine is one-half of our task. 

The other, and perhaps the more important, half is to carry conviction to people in both wings of Pakistan 
that India has no quarrel with them, nor any designs upon their national integrity, 

A BIDING peace in the Indian sub
continent is just not possible un

less the fear of India is erased from 
the Pakistani mind. It is this fear that 
enables the rulers of Pakistan to win 
popular sanction for their adventurist 
policies. The sooner if is dispelled, the 
quicker we can move towards genuine 
and stable co-existence. The fear has, 
of course, been deliberately fostered 
and magnified to consolidate Pakistani 
nationalism. There was not really much 
else to bind the country when bits 
and pieces of undivided India were 
hastily lumped together to constitute 
the new State. Yet it does not help 
us at all to dismiss the fear as ima
ginary. As the bigger and more power
ful nation, it remains our responsibi
lity to do all we can to reassure the 
Pakistani people, so that they can call 
their own leaders to account. In other 
words, we have to counter adventurism 
on the military plane, but must at the 
same time endeavour to retain the 
friendship and goodwill of Pakistan's 
common people. 

This is not a plea for psychological 
warfare, but for helping the two coun
tries to rediscover their common values 
and their common interests. As the 
President, Dr Radhakrishnan, said even 
while bitter fighting was in progress 
on the battlefronts, we have to avoid 
any form of hatred of the people of 
Pakistan. They are, as he reminded us. 
"our own kith and kin" . Some des
pair too readily of a response from 
the people of Pakistan. I see no reason 
to do so, and offer in evidence my 
experience as a private visitor to that 
country last February, Admittedly, 
this was long before the current phase 
of conflict but this does not neces
sarily diminish the relevance. 

As I stepped out at Karachi's inter-
national airport after the short flight 
from New Delhi, almost the first per-
son I spoke to was a police sub-inspec-
tor whose job it was to oversee the 
form-filling by holders of Indian pass
ports. I was last in the queue, which 
may explain why the entries on my 
form registered on his mind. "So you 
were born in Etawah! I come from 
Fatehpur myself", he announced. Not 
knowing what to say in reply, I merely 

smiled in polite acknowledgement of 
his interest But the inspector was not 
quite done; he enquired about my 
people and searched his mind to sec 
if he had ever met or heard of any. 
And finally, he made some entries on 
my form to help me short-circuit the 
red tape that was ahead of me. 

Knowing the sub-continent's police
men as I do, I was agreeably sur
prised by the considerate and helpful 
manner of this former compatriot. But 
even before this had time to sink in, 
I was face to face with a money
changer at a bank counter. Before the 
small transaction was closed, I had to 
reassure this former South Indian 
about the language agitation in Mad
ras. He seemed very worried indeed 
about his old home-town. 

These encounters were typical of 
countless others with people in all 
walks of life, testifying to an astonish
ingly keen interest in India. Which is 
hardly surprising; at its start in 1947, 
every sixth person in West Pakistan 
was an emigre from India. And the 
interest is by no means hostile, one 
reason why the regime runs a non
stop anti-India campaign in the press. 
As a friend in Karachi remarked, Pak
istan's comfortable newsprint situation 
was a terrible liability; it permitted 
Dawn and others of its i lk to go on 
and on with their venomous outpour
ings. 

I particularly remember the encoun
ter with a Pakistani shopkeeper in the 
older part of Rawalpindi. I was look
ing for a type of chap pat which a 
kind uncle used to send me from 
Peshawar before partition. Intrigued by 
my request, the Pathan shopkeeper got 
into a long conversation which Jeve-
loped into an argument over Jndia-
Pakistan relations. The immediate pro
vocation was provided by a news re 
port from New Delhi suggesting that 
sacrificial killing of animals "by Mus
lims for Bakr Id might be stopped. I 
frankly admitted that we had our reli
gious fanatics much the same as they 
had in Pakistan. The answer turned 
away his wrath, and I was allowed to 
leave only after a cup of tea with the 
shopkeeper's father, specially summon
ed to meet a visitor from distant Cal

cutta where the old man once had a 
shop. 

It may be argued that these isolat
ed instances of courtesy and friendli
ness at a personal level mean nothing 
at all in political terms. But there is 
no reason why a genuine India-
Pakistan accord can not be built up
on this promising foundation. 

It is suggested at times that under
standing would be easier to reach when 
a new generation, untroubled by the 
memories of partition, takes over. 
Free from the love/hate relationship 
of today, the successors on either side 
should be able to handle the problems 
between them with greater detachment. 
This is plain nonsense. In the first place, 
bitterness about the past has faded 
from most minds—both in India and 
Pakistan. It need not, therefore, come 
in the way of a reconciliation here 
and now if other circumstances were 
propitious. Secondly, it seems naive 
to assume that the next generation 
will find i t any Jess difficult to over
come religious and national prejudices 
that plague the relationship today. 
These will be handed down unless 
effectively dealt with in the present. I 
am reminded at this point of a twenty-
year-old who asked me searching 
questions about the growing influence 
of Jan Sangh in the UP, and its im
plications for the Muslim minority. I 
was later to discover that his grand 
parents still live there. 

The thought that India and Pakistan 
must find a modus vivendi was voiced 
to me wherever I went, in differing 
ways and at different levels of sophis
tication. At a dinner in a university 
campus, talk turned to the Kashmir 
problem. I was anxiously asked whe
ther India had really closed her mind 
to the possibilities of a settlement. 
The concern of this group of university 
teachers was not so much with Kashmir 
itself, but with the domestic conse
quences of the continuing India-
Pakistan differences. 

They argued that there could be no 
real democratic upsurge until Kashmir 
was got out of the way. The con
frontation over it with India provided 
a very convenient means of diverting 
public attention from problems at 
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