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The Danger Ahead 

must continuously re-assess the tactics 
likely to be adopted by the Chinese 
— and we must project these assess-
ments to our friends in Asia and Afr i 
ca who still imagine that Peking is 
motivated only by a firm dedication 
to the battle against imperialism and 
colonialism. 

Diplomatically, even as one section 
of the Pakistani leadership moves to 
restore its ruptured links with the U S 
Pentagon, there is a show of determi
nation to preserve the alliance with 
China. The sudden severance of 
Pakistan's relations with Malaysia is 
designed to underline how independent 
Pakistan is of western attachments, 
even of Commonwealth associations. 
This adventurism might well pay im
mediate diplomatic dividends in Asia 
and Africa, but we must be a hundred 
times more active to break this and 
related conspiracies. And, for hea
ven's sake, let us realise that the re
cent burning in the Capital of the effi
gies of Ayub, Mao, Sukarno and 
Ho Chi minh does not help our cause. 

More urgent than anything else is 
the need for co-ordinated direction of 
our efforts by the Centre. The mili
tary situation on our borders is close
ly related to the effectiveness of our 
diplomatic intiatives. Internal political 
strength is dependent on our capacity 
to distribute fairly the food resources 
we have within the country. Defence 
production is tied up with the pro
blem of allocating scarce raw mate
rial and foreign exchange. The mobi
lisation of the people hinges on how 
we organise and inspire work through
out the country. 

The Prime Minister and his collea
gues will have to find the framework 
for this central co-ordination and 
direction without delay. To drift 
now would be unforgivable. 
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THE Prime Minister would have us 
view the recent war as if it were 

an episode from the Ramayana and 
write the story of the last few weeks 
in 'letters of gold.' The Defence Minis
ter would have us all become 'Ksha-
triyas'. There is talk of self reliance 
and self sufficiency. And a whole va
riety of politicians and publicists 
would have us 'quit' the Common
wealth or 'make' nuclear weapons or 
take-off on a path of 'national fulfil
ment'. 

A l l this revivalism and modernism 
is indicative of the growing passion to 
forge new perspectives for the nation; 
but in the process there is a tendency 
to forget that Pakistan, who threatened 
us only yesterday, is merely bandaging 
its wounds, feverishly searching for 
the opportunity to take revenge. 

At a special press conference, held 
soon after the cease-fire, the chiefs of 
the army and the air force could not 
but leave the question about Pakis
tan's capacity to attack unanswered. 
The campaign on the ground and in 
the air has yet to be carefully analysed, 
but it is clear that our estimate of the 
armoured strength and fire power of 
the enemy was far from accurate. 

Foreign correspondents, obsessed 
with the desire to prove our claims 
about damage inflicted as false, point
ed to the fact that we had declared as 
destroyed over 200 Patton tanks 
when in earlier briefings we had said 
that Pakistan possessed only 170. Now 
these correspondents 'believe' that on 
September 1 Pakistan had over a 
thousand tanks of various types, in
cluding some 400 Pattens. The same 
is true of the self-propelled guns which 
gave the enemy tremendous striking 
power. The defence system before 
Sialkot and Lahore was elaborate — 
and so were the radar-encircled fighter 
and bomber bases of the Pakistan air 
force. 

When we total the US military aid 
which must have been invested cyni
cally in Pakistan, the figure will 
startle observers. It is bound to be 
more than the much publicised figure 
of 1,200 million dollars. 

It is, of course, possible that the 
punishment inflicted upon the enemy, 
who seemed unable to effectively use 
the equipment at his command, could 
start a political chain reaction which 

loosens the grip of the military regime 
and sets in motion trends which cau
tion the revenge-seekers in Pakistan. 
But it would be a grave mistake to 
imagine that there is no likelihood of 
fresh trouble for the moment. True, 
the Prime Minister speaks of the need 
to be vigilant. Can vigilance, or for 
that matter self reliance, be built 
without a detailing of the threat that 
Pakistan still presents and the sacri
fices we must make 7 

Reports are current that the huge 
CENTO and NATO arms dumps in 
Iran and Turkey are being used to 
repair the damage done to the Pak-
tani army and to replenish its stocks. 
Fuel, too, will receive high priority in 
this operation to restore the muscle of 
the Pakistani armed forces. Meanwhile, 
the U S Pentagon is most unhappy 
about the fate of its satellite army 
and is anxious to prove that it is not 
the useless machine it has been re
ported to have been reduced to. 

These are ominous pointers—and 
diplomatically, through the cease-fire 
and other assurances, we do not seem 
to be able to prevent aid from reach
ing Rawalpindi at this critical moment 
in the history of the sub continent. 

The so-called cease-fire line, which 
now stretches from Kutch to Kargil 
and is difficult to discipline, could 
encourage the theocratic revanchists 
in Pakistan to attempt another thrust 
in the direction of Jammu, where the 
enemy holds a fairly sizeable 'bridge
head' on our territory. Such a plan 
would be, of course, based upon Pak
istani confidence that the Sialkot and 
Lahore sectors could be held approxi
mately along present alignments. Some 
such assessment apparently conditions 
the thinking of foreign military ex
perts now busy analysing the results 
of the campaign. 

Adventurism of this kind would na
turally require the support and con
nivance of China. This should be 
available in adequate measure, if only 
to prevent Pakistan from depending 
entirely on the U S alliance. Peking, 
facing growing isolation in Africa and 
unable fully to command events in 
South-East Asia, might well decide 
that the situation in South Asia must 
also be kept on the boil. Events in 
Indonesia would reinforce this think
ing. 

In a fast changing situation we 
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