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Capital View 

The Passing Scene 
AS another Republic Day appro-

aches, we have been doodling 
about the Congress confabulations at 
Durgapur. None of us seem to be 
able to make any sense out of the 
proceedings. Has Atu lya Ghosh 
managed to grab the organisation? If 
there is a compact between Shastri 
and Kamaraj, why the implied crit ic
isms of each other in their public 
speeches? Does Morarj i Desai plan to 
change his tactics and emerge as a 
neo-Nehruist? W i l l Indira Gandhi ac
cept the pincer movement of the Right 
to seize the ruling party or w i l l she 
prepare for battle? Where does Nanda 
stand? A sorry spectacle, these per
mutations and combinations of perso
nalities in the party, but this is the 
miserable state of the Congress today. 

This k ind of political doodling 
could range over many areas of -.in
quiry. How come the party's official 
stand on the nuclear deterrent did 
not reflect the jingoism in the Work
ing Committee? Is the free entry 
given to foreign capital an attempt to 
discipline indigenous tycoons who 
have been f l i r t ing wi th opponents? 
Has it been decided, at caucus level, 
to order a skilful retreat from 'social
istic' objectives? How w i l l this 
smothering of past pledges be done 
in a party which has lived on a balance 
of power between the Right and Left? 
The questions certainly pile up. 

Chaos at F i lm Festival 

We must wait and watch for the 
developments. To say the same things 
all over again about the muddle and 
confusion is a rather futile exercise, 
even for journalists l iving in the in 
credibly prolonged twi l ight of Con
gress rule. So even as we exercise 
patience, let us turn to those subjects 
which absorb the time and energy of 
the comfortable middle class in the 
Capital. 

At the best of times, in our mixed 
economy, organisers are few and far 
between, but the Information and 
Broadcasting Minis t ry must be abso
lutely bereft of such talent—at least, 
so it appears, from the extraordinary 
mounting of the first genuine inter
national film fest ival The chaos had 
to be 'sampled' to be believed. 

Delhi's citizens got the first taste 
when, w i th in an hour of booking 
offices opening, there were no tickets 
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to be had. Even as Nanda launched 
the hunt for evidence against l e f t ' 
communists, the culture-climbers were 
searching for festival tickets in the 
Capital. It was a desperate, unreward
ing search—blunted by the over-polite 
double-talk of the disorganisers in the 
scattered offices of the I & B Minis t ry 
— u n t i l the more enterprising discover
ed that stacks of these tickets were 
lying hoarded wi th the Vips and 
Spivs. The hoards were unearthed wi th 
money and influence, but the damage 
had been done. 

Incensed pressmen, reduced to a 
single ticket a day, decided that they 
were not going to enjoy this festival 
at all . Everything appeared w r o n g : 
the speeches at a thinly-attended in 
auguration; the vulgar display of food 
at the formal buffet banquet; the 
amateur level of the symposia pre
sided over by men wi th no knowledge 
of films; the feudal pomp at the 
Rashtrapati Bhavan reception; and 
the quality of the films entered. Then 
more fuel was added to their simmer
ing anger. They found allies among 
the delegates, Indian and foreign, who 
also were reduced to chasing those 
elusive tickets and cursing the ar
rangements. 

At this stage, something happened. 
Embassies took a hand in getting 
tickets for those who they thought 
deserved to see their films. Even the 
Press Information Bureau became 
generous. A n d , believe it or not, the 
theatres took down the 'house ful l ' 
signs. Don't ask me what happened. 
Maybe, Indira Gandhi took a hand. 
Or, maybe, the Vips decided that 
they just could not have their families 
and intimates view uncensored films! 

Yes, for the first time in what ap
peared to be l iving memory, the mid
dle class of the Capital was exposed 
to uncensored stuff—and some were 
so lost in the prevalent mood that 
they were even t i t i l lated by the mock 
heroics of one of our offerings on the 
1962 events in Ladakh! The word, 
'uncensored', drew the crowds—and 
the blackmarketeers. Love in a tumble, 
bare buttocks and bosoms, dialogues 
loaded wi th sexful meaning, and a 
variety of tensions, kept our suppo
sedly lusty audiences laughing nervous
ly, coughting in embarrassment and 
fidgeting. Oh, to have been able to 
record this middle class sickness on 

film, wi th hidden cameras and tape 
recorders. 

The fact is that there was l i t t le in 
the films to censor, but over the years 
our moral-keepers have made such 
morons out of us that even the 
slightest reference to the real relation
ship between man and woman causes 
a flutter—even a blackmarket in t ick
ets. A n d , to th ink of i t , the same 
story w i l l be repeated in Calcutta, 
Madras and Bombay where the festival 
is due, We have certainly been inte
grated' on this plane of the uncon
scious. 

I only hope the organisers w i l l be 
more organised as the festival moves 
out of Delhi. A single theatre for 
invitees, please. Some block bookings 
through recognised societies, please. 
More theatres for more frequent 
showings, please. Sterner action 
against those who blackmarket tickets, 
please. Sorry to sound so basic. Our 
bureaucrats do not seem to understand 
any other language. 

R S S and King Mahendra 

Surprisingly enough, or perhaps, ap
propriately, the local elite was so en
grossed in 'uncensored' film fare that 
it took l i t t le notice of other deve
lopments. Reports are current about 
Nepal's involvements w i th the RSS, 
involvements which are coming to light 
since King Mahendra announced his 
intention to address a rally organised 
by these Hindu militants. Equally i n 
teresting is the 'growing respectability' 
of V K Krishna Menon who is now 
slated as a member of our delegation 
to the Afro-Asian conference at A l 
giers — obviously an attempt to build 
the defences against a Chinese-inspir
ed assault on India's policies. 

Of course, the RSS story gets more 
play. It is a strange story. Apparently, 
for some time now the Nepalese nave 
been sticking their fingers in the 
Hindu politics of the sub-continent. 
Tulsi Gi r i , alleged to be a former 
member of the RSS during his student 
days in Banaras, has been master
minding the idea of a Hindu consoli
dation under a monarch like Mahen
dra. This sounds the craziest of 
fantasies, but then the doyens of 
Hinduism have an extraordinary appe
tite for such intoxicating ideas. 

There is indignation in palace cir
cles in l i t t le Kathmandu over Delhi's 
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supposed volte face, on Mahendra's 
plan to address an RSS rally in Nag-
pur. Tulsi Gi r i and his supporters im
ply that the G O I approved of the 
v i s i t A n d no one in Delhi is prepared 
categorically to deny this. Perhaps, 
our pragmatists were hoping to end 
Pakistan's flirtation w i th Nepal by 
playing on Mahendra's RSS sympa
thies. Now, these frolics are public 
and enterprising investigation should 
uncover many facets of an hitherto 
unpublished story. 

Leaving melodrama behind, the de
bate on the Bokaro steel project con
tinues. We are told that 'unexpected' 
hitches have developed and are being 
ironed out. The t ru th is very different. 
Despite the unexplicable secrecy which 
surrounds the negotiations wi th the 
Soviet delegation, a few revealing facts 
have been gathered. First, we are be
ing asked to surrender our right to 
participate in and to judge the Soviet 
project report which w i l l be submitt
ed in October. Second, the foreign ex
change component for the first phase 
of the project, estimated at some Rs 
160 crores, has been scaled down to 
Rs 100 crores without any valid expla
nation. Thi rd , there has been a com
plete departure from the specifications 
laid down in the Dasturco report, 
specifications which were to ensure 
us the most modern continuous strip 
rolling p lan t 

The hon'ble Steel Minister and his 
hon'ble ICS advisers talk of unexpect
ed hitches, but the betting in the 
Secretariat is that they have every 

intention of accepting the Soviet turn
key terms, not because of their interest 
in ensuring the rapid implementation 
of the Bokaro project, but because 
Sanjeeva Reddy is anxious to push the 
fifth steel plant into Andhra through 
a turn-key arrangement wi th an Anglo-
US consortium whose influential 
•fixers' have been visiting the Capital 
rather frequently. These maneouvres 
could have been neutralised by an in 
dependent Indian firm of consultants, 
but now, wi th the destruction of Das
turco on the Steel Minister's agenda, 
there's l i t t le chance of preventing our 
steel programme becoming the pre
serve of foreigners and their agents. 

Tortuous Ways 

Dastur's offer to become a public 
sector agency has been so distorted 
that demands are now being made to 
reduce the consultancy to a truncated 
body designed to rubber-stamp bureau
cratic decisions. The hon'ble Steel 
Minister and his hon'ble ICS advisers 
have made clear that they do not want 
to understand what role a firm of con
sultants is supposed to play. And , 
significantly, in the course of the de 
bate, Soviet spokesmen are beginning 
to reveal that their stand on ' fu l l con
t rol ' was in fact dictated by the Sreei 
Ministry. Tortuous, very tortuous, are 
the ways of the G O I. 

These problems notwithstanding, the 
talk w i l l soon turn to the marked con
tradiction between the views of Karna-
raj and Shastri on the resources posi
tion of the Fourth Plan. It is old 

mutton, this business of the scale of 
the plan, but it is decided that the 
targets must be reviewed all over 
again. This means that the extra Rs 
3000 crores sought is considered too 
heavy a strain. And this in turn means 
that T T K has been warned to produce 
a softer budget. No wonder the stock 
markets are beginning to stir. 

I don't want to imply that there is 
anything wrong in encouraging a re
vival in the investment climate. A 
mixed economy needs this. But those 
who want to restore incentives on the 
economic front must also implement 
reforms in the economic structure to 
satisfy the political aspirations of the 
radicals in the ruling party. Such an 
equation has yet to be worked out. In 
its absence, the Congress wi l l suffer 
from polarising tensions. Do Kamaraj 
and Shastri represent the two ends of 
the economic-political equation? 

May be, the ruling party wi l l emerge 
from its dazed existence by restoring 
ihe incentives necessary in a mixed 
economy while at the same time prov
ing its socialist dedication by a take
over on the banking and foreign trade 
front (for, every section seems to be 
dragging its feet on land reforms). 
These inter-connected matters are be
ing discussed, but so far nothing tan
gible has emerged. Whatever the out
come, a reshuffle at Cabinet level is 
bound to be ordered to reflect the 
balance of forces which w i l l finally 
prevail under the Shastri-Kamaraj 
alliance. 
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