
CAPITAL VIEW 

PEACE returns to the sub-conti-
nent, but a confused, uncertain 

peace. The facts which condition the 
confusion and uncertainty, and which 
we need to chew upon, are as follows; 

(a) It is still unclear whether the 
military decision in the plains of the 
Punjab, and in the air, has been deci
sive. Official army circles claim that 
the teeth have been taken out of the 
Pakistan army, that it is no longer 
an offensive weapon. The opposite 
view is that Pakistan has the reserves 
with which to re-equip its armoured 
formations literally battered by our 
army in battles which turned into 
physical combats between Indian 
jawans and Pakistani armour; seldom 
has such deathless courage been wit
nessed. Politically, the considered 
opinion is that for some years at 
least the Pakistani army will not dare 
to challenge India's frontiers. 

(b) Established alignments and com
mitments have also received a heavy 
battering. The United Kingdom has 
replaced her double-talk with a crude, 
cynical assertion of Pakistan's claims 
on India even at the risk of endanger
ing the Commonwealth structure. The 
USA, conscious that its system of 
military pacts is in a state of disarray. 
knows that, i t will be difficult to sus
tain its military commitments to Pakis
tan but hopes to use its influence to 
obtain for Rawalpindi a favourable 
political settlement. The USSR, the 
only friend India can claim among the 
big powers on the Kashmir issue has 
taken the decision to intervene in the 
Indo-Pak problem as a mediator—a 
role which dictated the warning to 
China to face the nuclear consequences 
of her involvement and compelled a 
withdrawal of Peking's 'ultimatum". 

(c) Diplomatically, India wil l have 
to tread warily. Her non-aligned 
friends, who have been so ineffective 
during the course of the hostilities, 
have to be persuaded to stir, to inter
vene in the interests of progress and 
peace in South Asia. Several Arab 
States, and Indonesia in particular, 
have permitted religion to dominate 
their thinking about events on our 
sub-continent and they have to be 
energetically tackled. The influence of 
activised non-aligned nations will be 
needed in the coming months to disci
pline the opportunism of the big 
powers. Our neglect of the diplomatic 
front during the last month has been 
one of our most massive failings. 

(d) Economically, too, all the signs 
point to a deliberate attempt to put 
the squeeze on India in order to bal
ance the advantages she may have 
gained over Pakistan in the course of 
the last month. Apart from our heavy 
indebtedness, we wil l need friendly 
assistance in vital sectors if the cost 
of the war is to be met. This is in 
addition to the sacrifices which the 
people will have to undergo in the 
coming months. 

All Trumps with Soviet Union 
Keeping these military, diplomatic 

and economic facts in mind, it is clear 
that the Soviet Union holds nearly all 
the trumps. This is, in a sense, a 
rather startling development for the 
West. How London and Washington 
view the future is not known, but 
there must be a vague sort of feeling 
that the USSR as 'mediator' is going 
to burn her fingers just as they have 
done in the past. Peking and Jakarta 
are obviously pushing Rawalpindi to 
keep one step ahead of the mediation; 
the threat to withdraw from the 
United Nations if the follow-up action 
on the cease-fire is not satisfactory is 
indicative of the kind of tactics to 
expect. The Peking-Jakarta-Rawalpindi 
combine will undoubtedly strain every 
diplomatic resource to bend the Soviet 
Union to a compromise on Kashmir. 
For, they know that such a compro
mise can only be at the expense of 
India. 

The Soviet desire, now expressed 
more openly and consistently, to ex
pose the incendiary character of the 
western presence in South Asia will 
certainly motivate the mediation of 
Kosygin. The Soviet faith that all ex
plosive international problems can be 
settled peacefully so long as 'impe
rialist' interference is removed will 
sustain the mediation. The Soviet 
conviction that China will not expose 
herself to nuclear attack, a conviction 
now shared more widely in South 
Asia following the withdrawal of Pek
ing's ultimatum to Delhi, is expected 
to influence the attitudes of both India 
and Pakistan during the mediation. It 
is at this point that we enter the 
realm of uncertainty. 

The collapse of CENTO, the reper
cussions of this collapse on SEATO 
and more indirectly on NATO, the 
possibility of a rapid change in the 
balance of power in South Asia, and 
the impact of these developments on 

the political structures of India and 
Pakistan, wil l inevitably determine 
the treatment that is to be given dip
lomatically, economically and mil i
tarily to Delhi and Rawalpindi. To 
imagine that we can now begin from 
where we left off would be the height 
of folly, 

Detailed Plan Needed 
It: is necessary to stress these rather 

obvious implications of the present 
situation because, despite the praise 
being lavished on the GOI by a con
formist press, the facts tell us that 
the ad hoc approach continues to 
hinder our efforts to seize the diplo
matic initiative. A detailed plan of  
action has still to be worked out to 
win the peace. V K Krishna Menon, 
at last mobilised, sets off to meet 
with Nasser, but there is unthinking 
reluctance to let him rove more 
widely in Africa and Asia. No one 
moves in the direction of Moscow, or 
for that matter, Washington. An MP 
who attempts to raise a discussion in 
Parliament on our continued member
ship of the Commonwealth—widely 
challenged, even within the Cabinet— 
is persuaded to withdraw. And when 
the local U S Embassy worries about 
the display of a captured Patton tank 
in the Capital, this too is withdrawn! 
Prime Minister Lal Bahadur will have 
to do better than this if he wishes to 
preserve the new image he has been 
given. 

The depression following the cease
fire in natural, A whole people had 
been led to believe that a knock-out 
blow was to be delivered to Pakis
tan's army, that there was no other 
way to peace. Now they ask whether 
it was not possible to achieve the 
same result without the grim business 
of war. It is the job of the political 
leadership of the country to educate 
and to take forward the understanding 
of the people who must remain as 
united and dedicated to the task of 
winning the peace as they were in 
meeting the challenge of the war. 

The Congress Party cannot afford 
to leave this job in the tired hands 
of the incompetent and the play-
safers within the ruling party. A new 
and relevant national consensus must 
be sought—and with dynamic men. 
The time for a political shake-up at 
the top is now. And it is part of the 
effort to dispel confusion and uncer
tainty, to win the peace and to secure 
our frontiers. 
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