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A proper study of the impact of change in agriculture in the turn -socialist developing countries of Asia should 

begin with an examination of the implications of the policy of relying on the rich farmer which is the starting 
point of all government attempts to develop agriculture in these countries. 

By making the rich farmer the lynch-pin of agricultural development, the leaderships in these countries 
have set in motion "involutionary trends" which will lead in course of time to tension and explosions. 

Proper understanding of the implications of the policy of relying on the rich farmer is also important be
cause the richer landowning groups in many Asian countries come from certain castes or regional, racial or religious 
groups. The efforts to underpin the richer landowning classes may, therefore, have far-reaching consequences in 
terms of Strengthening certain castes or religious, regional or racial groups these countries. Economic tension may 
as a consequence be heightened by social, regional or religious tension. 

HE present paper attempts, in a 
very broad manner, to analyse 

the character of changes that have 
been taking place in under-developed 
but developing countries of Asia after 
the end of the World War I I . It alt-
empts to locate the trends of changes 
as revealed in those countries which 
have liberated themselves from Euro
pean colonial rule and have been try-
ins to refashion their economies and 
their social structures with a view to 
accelerating their overall development. 
The analysis is restricted to those 
countries which after liberation have 
chosen to develop broadly on capita
list lines through the operation of 
functional plans and not on the basis 
of centralised structural plans and on 
socialist lines. Thus the paper excludes 
the analysis of changes that have been 
taking place in countries like China, 
North Korea, North Viet Nam and 
others. 

With a view to appreciating the 
nature of changes that are taking place 
in the countries of Asia it is neces
sary to have, as a starting point, some 
preliminary background of these coun
tries to locate and assess the changes. 

I I 

Basic Features 
The countries of Asia, barring Japan, 

t i l l the end of the Second World War 
exhibited following characteristics: 

(A) Al l these countries were either 
directly ruled by European Imperialist 
countries like Britain, France, Holland. 

'Belgium, Spain, Portugal and others or 
were indirectly regulated by these 
European powers. These countries 
were kept predominantly as append
ages of the western powers, operating 
as agrarian, raw material producing 
areas subserving the interests of the 
colonial masters. Some of the coun
tries were turned into colonies round 
some important commodity like oil. 
The extraction, refinement and final 

processing of this commodity were 
largely the preserve of foreign oil 
monopolies. Some of the smaller 
countries produced certain commer
cial products like tea, coffee, jute, 
sugar, rubber or some mineral 
products. These products were grown 
mostly through large European estates 
organised in plantations. Barring a 
few plantations, which introduced im
proved, modern techniques of produc
tion, most of the estates carried on 
operations through small cultivators 
who were expected to grow the pro
ducts and supply (hem to the planta
tion owners. The third group of Asiatic 
countries like India, Pakistan, Burma, 
Indonesia and others produced a wide 
variety of crops, basically food crops, 
and operated on the basis of non-
mechanised, primitive, inefficient 
family-farm methods. These countries 
also included a small but growing sec
tor of agrarian production concentrat
ing on non-food commercial crops like 
cotton, jute, tea, coffee, oilseeds and 
a few others. 

(B) The second feature of the colo
nial and semi-colonial Asiatic coun
tries lay in the fact that they were 
deliberately kept agrarian and under
developed by the European rulers. I n 
dustrial development was not merely 
not permitted in these countries but 
was deliberately hampered by the 
foreign rulers. Development was per-
mitted only in those sectors which 
either supplied the requirements of the 
foreign rulers or did not fundamentally 
challenge their commercial, industrial 
or financial empires. The limited 
commercial, financial and industrial 
development that was permitted was 
basically owned and manned by the 
branches of some of the important cor-
porations of the European countries. 
Indigenous companies had a very sub
ordinate position in the commercial, 
industrial and financial set-up of these 
countries. They were more in the 
nature of feeder groups attached to 
the giant European companies, or com

peted very unfavourably with them. 
The distorted and lopsided develop
ment, of these countries, under the 
direct and indirect impact of foreign 
rulers, created a unique pattern of 
social development. exposed these 
countries to the influences of the wes
tern capitalist mode of social relation
ships, destroyed the peculiar type of 
equilibrium which existed, introduced 
capitalist economic relationships but 
only to a limited extent, created an 
indent on the agrarian social structure 
which disfigured it and made these 
countries a wild agrarian hinterland 
of foreign industry and foreign capi
talist organisations and thus brought 
them into the vortex of modern eco
nomic relations without allowing the 
consequences of these trends to mature 
in the form of a fully industrialized 
society, with the agrarian sector as a 
healthy but subordinate part. 

This feature has to be noted by 
scholars for two reasons. ( I) The 
underdeveloped countries on the eve 
of their independence were not back
ward in the sense that they exhibited 
characteristics of old feudal traditional 
society. These countries were a part 
of the world capitalist colonial system 
and hence they had acquired distinct
ly new features, Their development: 
now depended on different approaches 
and forces than the ones which ope
rated to transform feudal Europe into 
capitalist industrial Europe. Unfortun
ately this distinction is ignored by a 
large number of scholars under the 
influence of the Rostow model of 
development. (2) This feature has 10 
be noted for another reason: Many 
scholars try to discuss the problems 
of development of these underdeve
loped countries on the assumption that 
forces like private incentive for pro
fit, "betting on the richer sections" to 
take initiative and then spreading the 
improvement like an 'oil stain' are the 
only way to lift them to a developed 
stage. Their basic analysis operates 
within the framework of a concept of 
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unilinear-evolutionary development. 
They presume that these countries are 
only lagging behind the developed 
countries in terms of lime. They will 
pass through the same stages of deve
lopment which Europe did during the 
last three hundred years. 

These two major assumptions have 
coloured the approach of a large num
ber of scholars and have made them 
oblivious to the fact that the under
developed countries are not the same 
as pre-capitalist underdeveloped feudal 
countries, but are the distorted, agra
rian counterpart of the world capita
list system. They forget that these 
colonial, and semi-colonial underdeve
loped countries have been and are in 
a qualitatively different phase where 
the normal path of industrial deve
lopment, as was pursued in '.Vest 
European countries, cannot be adopted 
as a means to bring them to a develop
ed stage. 

(C) The third feature of the under
developed colonial and semi-colonial 
countries is summed up in the obser
vation that "in many non-western 
countries, the protracted colonial or 
semi-colonial expansion has not fur-
ttiered, but retarded economic develop
ment'". As Prof Wertheim has indi
cated in his work "East-West Paral
lels", 'for many of those countries, 
the traits mentioned by Sauvy still 
apply: one-sided economic structure, 
high percentage of agriculturists, low 
standard of living and nutrition, low 
degree of mechanisation'. Further this 
colonial and semi-colonial expansion 
has generated numerous currents which 
have upset the old pre-industrial sets 
of interactions. By not permitting in 
dustrial growth in those countries, it 
has "petrified' many social institutions. 
However, by introducing money eco
nomy and exchange it has also dis
rupted many traditional bonds and 
values. It has transformed land into 
a commodity and thereby initiated a 
new stratification system by "mobilis
ing landed property", thus destroying 
the traditional protection and security 
surrounding the individual. It has fur
ther led to the process of atomising 
and proletrarianizing peasant popula
tion, with the consequent ferment 
among them in the competitive-capita
list matrix unparalelled even in their 
past histories. The colonial and scmi-
colonial expansion by the European 
capitalist powers also led to the ruin
ation of handicrafts and artisan indus
tries, it has brought the agrarian eco
nomy and society, though lop-sidedly, 
into the vortex of the world market. 
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By preventing the growth of alternate 
occupations it has brought about ex
cessive pressure on agriculture, leading 
to subdivision and fragmentation of 
land, transforming cultivable lands into 
tinier and tinier plots, It has forced 
agriculture to remain technically in 
efficient, incapable of utilising tech
nological and scientific improvements, 
and operated predominantly by small 
peasants, tenants or landless labourers 
on Uneconomic units of operational 
holdings. These processes, in the con
text of land becoming a commodity and 
the agrarian population being brought 
in the network of monetary transac
tions both for payment of revenue in 
cash and for other purposes, created 
a peculiar type of stratification, which 
was new to these countries and which 
had a tremendous impact on the trend 
of development in the agrarian sec
tors. Colonial and semi-colonial ex
pansion had thus created problems of 
technical and institutional improve
ments in agriculture and also of re
moving the increasing pressure on 
agriculture. It also made rapid indus
trialisation of the countries impera
tive as a basic pre-requisite for absorb
ing a big proportion of rural popula
tion into secondary and tertiary occu
pations. 

The above characteristics of the 
underdeveloped countries are the re
sult of colonial and semi-colonial - ex
pansion of the western capitalist coun
tries and therefore have to be viewed 
as peculiar to modern underdeveloped 
countries. 

(D) The emergence of a new pat
tern of stratification in the agrarian 
area was another feature which deve
loped in these countries as a result 
of these countries being shaped as 
colonial or semi-colonial territories. 
The colonial and semi-colonial policies 
created a peculiar class configuration 
in agrarian areas, composed of the 
following: 

(1) A class of proprietors of land 
(landlords) composed of the following 
categories: (i) old feudal tribute 
gathers transformed into absentee 
landlords; (ii) a new group of money
lenders and traders, who extended 
their grip over the crops, land and 
even persons of the agrarian popula
tion by providing loans and credit so 
necessary for farmers in the new set
ting, (iii) a small group of companies, 
or persons operating as plantation or 
mine owners, mostly composed of 
Europeans: (iv) a small group of rich 
farmers, which emerged in the context 
of growing market economy. How
ever, it should be noted that the 

majority of even rich farmers, operat
ed on small farms on the basis of 
family labour or by utilizing the cheap 
abundant labour of tenants or the 
agricultural proletariat. 

(2) A class of small peasants, the 
majority of whom hold tiny, uneco
nomic holdings. The members of this 
class have been in the process of be
coming poorer and poorer and of being 
transformed into tenants or landless 
labourers. They have been perpetu
ally in debt. Having hardly any re
sources, or sufficient land, they could 
not undertake improvements in agri
culture. This class of petty-peasants 
operating on small-uneconomic farms 
slowly grew into nearly eighty per cent 
of the total proprietary class in agra
rian areas of Asia. 

(3) A class of tenant farmers, ope
rating as tenants on the land of 
proprietors. The majority of this class 
was composed of small, inefficient 
cultivators working on uneconomic 
holdings. 

(4) A growing class of agricultural 
labourers, composed of those whose 
sources of livelihood was predominant
ly selling their labour, a class which 
has been growing during this period. 

(5) A fifth category of agrarian 
papulation was composed of ruined 
artisans and others who eked out their 
livelihood in agrarian areas by methods 
which defy imagination. This category 
also contained a large section of un
employed in the agrarian areas, who 
finding employment neither in rural 
areas nor in urban areas constituted 
a floating vegetating population. 

This stratification developed as an
other peculiar feature in all colonial 
and semi-colonial countries of Asia on 
the eve of their independence from 
European powers. The proportion of 
small farmers, tenants, agricultural 
labourers and ruined artisans may vary 
from country to country, but they 
constitute the majority of the rural 
population in all the colonial and the 
semi-colonial countries. The group of 
big landlords or rich farmers consti
tute a very small minority in Asiatic 
countries. Within this group, the pro
portion of big absentee landlords, 
composed of feudal tribute gatherers, 
moneylenders or traders, has always 
been larger than that of rich farmers 
who cultivate or supervise cultivation 
and who in some cases make use of 
modern technical and scientific inputs. 

Al l the Asiatic countries exhibit the 
above mentioned features in various 
degrees. These features have to be 
borne in mind if the changes in the 
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character of agriculture after the 
Second World War, particularly after 
these countries secured independence 
from foreign rule are to be under
stood. We will now observe the changes 
in the character of agriculture taking 
place in the underdeveloped but deve
loping countries of Asia. As pointed 
out earlier, we wil l restrict our obser
vation to countries which have not 
taken the socialist path of developing 
their economy. 

III 

Major Approaches to Change 
The leaderships of these underdeve

loped countries "have been trying to 
adopt various measures to bring about 
changes in their economic and social 
set-up. They are trying hard to ele
vate the state of their economy and 
social structure from one of under
development to one of development. 
With a view to achieving this they 
have started various measures to bring 
about transformation in agriculture. 

We will briefly indicate the types of 
changes that are being introduced. 
We will then take India as an illustra
tion for pointing out how far these 
changes are being effected and with 
what consequences to the social struc
ture. 

The changes that are being brought 
about can be listed as follows : 

(1) Changes brought about. by 
making the technical basis of agricul
ture scientific and efficient. For 
instance, improved seeds, fertilizers, 
irrigation facilities through various 
major hydro-electrical projects and 
minor irrigation projects, supply of 
electricity, improved ploughs and 
other implements including even use 
of tractors where possible and other 
measures are being adopted in these 
countries, to raise the productivity of 
land and increase the quantity and 
improve the quality of agricultural 
production. 

(2) Efforts to eliminate the subsis
tence orientation of production and to 
bring agricultural goods to wider and 
wider markets, by building roads, 
marketing facilities, standardizing 
weights and measures and creating 
facilities for marketing. Efforts are 
also being made to protect the agri
culturists by price regulation. 

(3) Efforts to change the class-
relationships in the agrarian area, by 
land reforms and other institutional 
means. Measures to remove absentee 
feudal landlords, eliminate tenancy and 
curb the moneylenders are being adopt
ed. 

(4) Efforts to provide various agen
cies like co-operative societies, land 
mortgage banks and other institutions 
to enable peasants to combine, and to 
porvide them with the necessary credit 
and marketing prerequisites for making 
their agriculture efficient. 

(5) Efforts to introduce educational 
facilities as well as public health mea
sures to improve the skills and general 
health of the population in agrarian 
areas. Efforts to regulate the bir th
rate by spreading ideas of family-
planning and birth control techniques. 

(6) Efforts to evolve new voluntary 
institutions and associations to gene
rate a new approach and atmosphere 
in the traditional rural setting and to 
counteract the effects of petrified old 
social institutions and values, 

(7) Efforts to industrialize the coun
tries to supply alternative employment 
to the already surplus population as 
well as to the population that will be 
rendered superfluous as a result of 
improving technical efficiency of agri
culture. In order to transform the agra
rian colonial and semi-colonial under
developed countries into a developed 
one, it is necessary that the percentage 
of population dependeat on agriculture 
be drastically reduced. At least fifty 
per cent of the population of the coun
try must depend upon non-agricultural 
vocations. It means relieving agricul
ture of nearly 20 to 30 per cent of its 
operators and provision of alternative 
employment for them. Industrialisa
tion, demanding heavy machinery and 
other capital goods, is dependent for 
such capital goods on more advanced 
countries. This implies creating a 
surplus of agricultural production for 
export to discharge the interest and 
capital liabilities upon these countries 
as a result of importing these capital 
goods. 

The leaderships of the countries we 
are concerned with here are trying to 
reconstruct the economics and societies 
of these countries on the basis of pri
vate enterprise, operating with the 
profit incentive as the motive of pro
duction. State intervention and 
participation in the economy and social 
life is more to create adequate facili
ties or generate a regulative mechan
ism which would soften the ravages of 
unrestricted operation of the market 
mechanism in the context of imperfect 
and unequal competition. The object 
of the state intervention is not to 
supplant the competitive system. 

The rich farmer is conceived as the 
lynch-pin of agrarian development by 
the leaders of these countries. Accord
ing to these leaderships the progressive 

rich farmer would initiate the great 
transformation in agricultural produc
tion. The fundamental strategy in all 
the underdeveloped countries, is to 
create conditions for helping rich 
farmers as the key figures of agrarian 
transformation. The rich fanner is 
the pivot round which the entire 
strategy of agrarian reforms has been 
developing. Even in the context of the 
total developmental schemes, the rich 
farmer is depended on to usher in new 
technical scientific agriculture as well 
as generate capital formation in the 
countryside. The leaderships of these 
countries, who are worried about the 
take-off problem, tend to look upon 
rich farmers as specific agents for 
introducing the innovations wanted. 
As Professor Wertheim has pointed 
out. "It is the advanced farmers who. 
are almost automatically being selected 
as such. It is they who show a greater 
responsiveness to all kinds of innova
tions and technical improvements, and 
who are much easier to approach for 
governmental agencies and special 
services. Such an approach starts 
implicitly from the assumption that 
advanced farmers will set an example 
to the poorer sections, who are expect
ed to follow the model which they arc 
able to observe from close by. The 
innovation is intended to spread like 
an oil-stain, to other layers of rural 
society. It is this approach which 
could be called 'betting on the strong'.." 

"The "progressive rich farmers'' is 
the agent through whom agrarian 
innovations have to be launched. This 
is the fundamental strategy in all 
underdeveloped countries like India, 
Indonesia and others under the leader
ships of non-communist governments. 
We will observe the changes in the 
character, of agriculture in Asia that 
have been taking place during the last 
fifteen years by taking India as the 
example. India is among the most 
densely populated of these countries. 
She contains nearly half the population 
of this part of Asia. She is conducting 
experiments to change the rural areas 
on the basis of an organized conscious 
effort reflected through its plans. We 
will observe the changes that have 
taken place in India after independence 
and draw a few conclusions of a 
sociological nature for further discus
sion. 

IV 
India is second most populous 

country of the world. According to 
the 1961 census the country's popula
tion is 43.90,72,893. The average 
density of population was 312 per 
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square mile in 1951 while it has be
come 370 per square mile in 1961. 
"The births have occurred at an 
average rate of 40 per thousand per 
annum, deaths at an average rate of 
27 per thousand per annum and the 
natural increase of population at an 
average rate of 13 per thousand per 
annum." Out of the total population 
of India in 1951, 82.7 per cent lived 
in rural areas and 17,3 per cent in 
urban areas. In 1961, after 10 year of 
planning, 82 per cent lived in villages 
and 18 per cent in urban areas. It 
can be easily seen that a decade of 
planning has not made a major indent 
on the percentage of population living 
in rural areas. About 70 per cent of 
the people depend for their livelihood 
on land and agriculture and ancillary 
activities account for half the coun
try's national income. 

India ranks first in the world in the 
production of groundnuts and tea and 
enjoys a virtual monopoly in the pro
duction of lac. It is the second largest 
producer of rice, jute, raw sugar, rape-
seed, sesamum and castor seed. Out 
of the total geographical area of the 
country of 80.63 crore acres the net 
area sown in 1950-51 was 29.34 crore 
acres and in 1958-59 it was 32 crore 
acres. Out of this area 3.25 crore 
acres were sown more than once in 
1950-51, this proportion rose to 4,87 
crore acres in 1958-59. The area 
irrigated is 16.1 of the total area in 
cultivation. Between the period 1951 
to 1959 there was an increase of 68 
lakhs acres in net irrigated area. That 
nearly 84 per cent of the area sown 
was unirrigated and dependent mainly 
on rains deserves to be noted. The 
decade of planning has increased the 
proportion of irrigated area to a very 
small extent. This is another feature 
worth noting. About 75 per cent of 
the total sown area is under food 
crops. It is also interesting to observe 
that the area growing non-food crops 
generally enjoys greater irrigation 
facilities, This point needs to be 
stressed because even after "a decade 
of planning cultivation of crops re
mains largely on the same inefficient 
level. To meet the increased demand 
for food India has to import food 
from other countries. This is a peculiar 
situation. India, and probably most of 
the Asiatic countries, are increasingly 
becoming more and more dependent 
both for industrial goods and food 
supply on the industrialized countries. 

That an agrarian country is unable 
to produce enough cereals for the 
population is itself indicative of the 
inefficient and backward modes of 

production in agriculture. The grow
ing dependence for even cereals on 
foreign countries reveals that agricul
ture is not becoming efficient. Efforts 
to improve agricultural production by 
introducing improved implements, 
fertilizers, better seeds, irrigation faci
lities, insecticides and other methods 
have been to some extent extended. 
But the increase is comparatively 
negligible and affects only a very small 
area of cultivated land and the facili
ties are used by a small sector of rich 
farmers. We have observed how 
limited has been the spread of irriga
tion during the last fifteen years. 
Similarly the other modern inputs in 
agriculture are also applied on a very 
small scale. Further they are utilized 
more in the growth of commercial 
crops and by richer farmers who can 
afford to purchase them. 

These observations are borne out by 
the following data gathered by the 
tenth and twelfth rounds of the Na
tional Sample Survey conducted during 
1955 and 1957. 

" In about 97 per cent of the villages 
tilling was done with the help of ani
mals. Only 0.4 to 0.9 per cent of the 
villages had the power-driven system, 
whereas in 1.3 to 2.3 per cent of the 
villages the mixed system prevailed. 
Non-chemical manures (cow Jung, 
green manures, composts, etc) were 
used in 64 per cent and 75 per cent 
respectively of the villages in the 
twelfth and eleventh rounds whereas 
chemical manures were used in only 
0.1 per cent villages for each round, 

"Chemical as well as non-chemical 
manures were used in 29 and 21 per 
cent, respectively, of the villages of 
these two rounds. As regards irriga
tion about 22 per cent of the villages 
received water from wells, about 10 to 
12 per cent of the villages received 
canal and river water, about 6 to 8 
per cent from tanks and a few others 
from tube wells and anicuts. In about 
21 per cent of the villages, the mixed 
system of irrigation was in vogue. 
Thirty-four to 36 per cent of the 
villages had none of these systems of 
irrigation and probably had to depend 
on rains for watering the fields.". 

The above figures indicate that 
technical improvement of agriculture 
is proceeding at a very slow rate. A 
decade of planning has not made a very 
appreciable indent on the technical 
efficiency of agricultural production. 
With a view to understanding the 
character of changes in agriculture we 
should also take note of the peculiar 
type of stratification which has been 
growing under the Plans. 

According to the eighth round of 
the National Sample Survey "over 
one-fifth (23 per cent), that is about 
one and a half crores of households, 
did not own any land. About a quarter 
of all rural households (24 per cent) 
had land less than one acre. A little 
less than half of the rural households 
had thus either no land or owned less 
than one acre, their share being only 
a little more than one per cent of the 
land owned by all rural households. 
About three-fourths of all households 
had either no land or less than 5 acres 
and their share was about one-sixth of 
the area. At the other end, about one-
eighth of the households had more 
than 10 acres each, with a total share 
of about two-thirds of the whole area, 
and about one per cent of the house
holds owned more than 50 acres each 
and together accounted for nearly one-
fifth of the area.". 

That nearly half the cultivators of 
India have become almost landless 
destroys the image created of India 
as a land of peasant proprietors. 
Nearly 75 per cent of the cultivators 
own less than 5 acres of land and the 
fact that a large proportion of the 
cultivated lands are dry lands having 
single crop and limited irrigational 
facilities means that even the 25 per 
cent of cultivators who own between 
one and five acres are uneconomic 
peasants. Even among the 25 per cent 
of the cultivators who own more than 
5 acres of land, hardly 10 per cent 
could come within the category of 
groups having sufficient land to pro
duce profitably. 

V 

Implications of Relying on the Rich 
Farmer 

The leaderships in the underdevelop
ed countries of Asia are adopting 
various measures to improve agri
culture.'. But these measures have bene
fitted and strengthened only a small 
rich section of the agrarian population. 
This class has been thriving (in the 
context of the competitive, profit-
oriented, market-based framework) at 
the cost of the uneconomic farmers. 
This class has been benefiting by oust
ing the rest of the poor peasants. This 
class is pushing out a large section of 
poor peasants and even landless 
labourers from the ambit of profitable 
economic relationships. The-Plans, by 
strengthening the rich farmers, by rely
ing upon these farmers to improve 
agriculture, are actually generating a 
process of disintegration, ruination, 
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pauperization and proletarianization of 
the vast majority of agriculturists. The 
presence of the large numbers of un
employed makes labour abundantly 
cheap. and in the context of the family 
farm as the unit of agriculture leaves 
little incentive even to the rich land
lords to introduce technical improve
ments in production, Thus the plans 
by heIping, the rich farmers have been 
indirectly creating the very condition 
for preventing the use of technical 
innovations. During a decade and a 
half of planning on the basis of mak
ing rich farmers the lynch-pin of agra
rian development, the leaderships in 
these underdeveloped areas have started 
not developmental currents in their 
economic and social systems but what 
Prof Wertheim calls "involutionary 
trends" which arc likely to inaugurate 
a new epoch of tensions and explo
sions. A developmental pattern based 

on "betting on the poor" is essential 
if this involutionary trends are to be 
halted. 

A proper sociological understanding 
of the various aspects of change in the 
character of agriculture in Asiatic 
countries is possible only if the impli
cations of reliance upon richer farmers 
are appreciated. In the context of an 
ocean of poor peasants operating on 
miserably uneconomic holdings an ever 
growing number of landless labourers 
and ruined artisans and a vast backlog 
of unemployed and underemployed, the 
significance of strengthening the rich 
require more careful scrutiny. This 
is the crucial sociological inquiry that 
is needed. 

Proper understanding of the implica
tions of relying on rich farmers is 
necessary for another reason. The 
richer landowning groups in various 

Asiatic countries come from certain 
upper castes or certain regional, racial 
or religious groups, while landless 
labourers, small farmers and ruined 
artisans belong to lower castes or 
specific regional or religious or racial 
groups. The efforts to boost the richer 
landowning groups may have far-reach
ing consequences in terms of strength
ening certain castes or religious, 
regional or racial groups. The econo
mic tensions may as a consequence 
lead to social, religious, regional and 
racial tensions. 

A proper study of the social impact 
of the change in character of agricul
ture should begin with examination of 
the implications of the major assump
tion of "relying on rich farmer" which 
is at the centre of all efforts to deve
lop agriculture in the developing 
countries of Asia. 
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