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could not be more undependable a 
railway which has yet to reach Jamnu 
and a thoroughly primitive telephone 
system, are obvious pointers Jo our 
blatant, almost criminal, neglect of the 
Valley. As for the not-so-obvious evi
dence of our neglect, it is even more 
damning. The Valley still functions 
only for the tourist and 'closes down' 
during the long winter of six months. 
No plans are there to make the Vatley 
viable round the year. Recruitment 
from the Valley to the Indian services 
is practically nil. Never does a Kash
miri find himself in the multitude of 
advisory committees which buttress 
the G O I. As for Kashmiri represen
tation at the Centre, in policy-making, 
we are conscious of the need for i t . 
Indeed, the people of the State still 
do not enjoy the various political and 
social rights which we do in other 
parts of the country. Labour laws in 
Kashmir, for example, are of the 
nineteen-thirties variety! 

To argue glibly that vast sums of 
money have at least been poured into 
the valley is to reduce ourselves to the 
level of colonisers who need a piece 
of real estate, which is of strategic 
importance, and who pretend that they 
are interested in its welfare. It is 
the reactions in the valley to this smug, 
superior Indian attitude which feeds 
the propaganda of those who dream 
of independent sheikhdoms. No signi
ficant opinion in the valley v: pro-
Pakistani. True, a few successful busi
ness families, enriched by their lit k 
with the Indian market and now seek
ing political power in a merger with 
Pakistan, do subsidise the activities 
of the pro-Pakistani elements. But 
such ambitions and stirrings will al
ways be a feature of life in the fringe 
areas where political frontiers meet — 
at least, until major economic advances 
have broken the hold of traditionalist 
and revivalist leaders. 

The proper integration of the valley, 
in other words, has to begin with a 
massive opening up of communica
tions, a substantial recruitment of 
Kashmir personnel into the services 
and a crash programme to sustain work 
and activity in the valley right through 
the year. This is a challenging task 
made all the more urgent by the events 
of the past fortnight. We should not 
be diverted, for Pakistan is unlikely 
to give up her infiltration tactics. And 
the confrontation may take on more 
dangerous forms as in the Kargil 
sector. The Kashmir situation is made 
up of many facets. We must keep 
them all in view. 

We have failed repeatedly to keep 
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our promises to the people in the 
valley. Another failure, and we may 
not be presented with an opportunity 

to try again. Pakistan has been defeat
ed, but Pakistan banks on our conti
nuing neglect of the valley. 

What Prevents Unity? 
K D Malaviya 

late in a society like toxic matters in 
the system of human beings. If the 
toxin accumulated in the body politic 
of a social system is not removed, the 
disease is not cured in spite of great 
prayers and pious wishes, or unity is 
not achieved in spite of incessant ap
peals. 

Let us take the case of Bihar 
Congress. For a long time this State, 
like its neighbours, was full of discord. 
Petty ambitions in politics, caste fric
tions and rivalries built on feudal and 
primitive attitudes were rampant. Cor
ruption and inefficiency appeared to 
be the order of the: day. Some senior 
Ministers of the Government of India 
thought that evils like corruption or 
inefficiency or rivalry were absolute 
evils and could be, removed by prayers, 
appeals or exhortation on the pattern 
of our praying the Almighty for rains. 
Unfortunately, however, neither rain 
nor unity is brought about by prayers. 
But when it Suits the interests of the 
parties or when warlords get tired of 
lighting, differences are patched up. 
This is what happened in Bihar. Unity 
having been achieved, Bihar should 
have improved its affairs and been "a 
stronger and better State today than 
a month ago. 

But what do we see? Immediately 
on the morrow of unity, Bihar was 
seen to be on tire. From, distant 
corners of the State come news of 
sabotage, disruption of communica
tions, loot, arson, murder, and com
plete anarchy. Why did this happen 
if the great problem of unity between 
the two warring factions in the Con
gress was settled? Has it not been 
said that all would be well in the 
country if Congressmen unite and live 
in love and peace? How is it that in 
spite of so much love in sight, the 
State of Bihar is still in trouble and 
its people in great distress? 

I wil l only pose this question and 
not try to offer the answer. For, if I 
start saying in answer that prompt 
removal of economic disparity and re
volutionary concessions to the tillers 
of land and announcement of a con
crete socialist programme alone can 
bring about a better time, then people 
will start calling me a fellow traveller, 
or a dogmatist cut-off from the real
ities of India. 

UR relations with Pakistan are 
fast deteriorating. Many of us 

believe that it is only Kashmir that 
stands between India and Pakistan. 
This is not so. We have now been 

drawn into the whirpool of world po
litics in a precarious way and Pakistan 
is playing its game treacherously but 
skilfully. We are now involved in 
some country's struggle for domination 
in world affairs and Pakistan is only 
playing a tool in its hands. We too, 
therefore, should look for a political 
rather than a military solution. But it 
does not mean that we should not beat 
Pakistan back soon. No, we should do 
so very promptly . . . 

What is the quarrel between China 
and India? NEFA? No. Is it Aksai 
Chin? Yes, to a certain extent, but 
can this not be settled? le t the Chin
ese ponder over it. The initiative 
lies with them and not with us. There 
can he ways and means of probing for 
a solution, but only where there is a 
wil l . In the present attitude of the 
Chinese leaders, it seems difficult to 
find a line of action. Let the leaders 
of Asiatic powers coolly ponder over 
various issues that face us in Asia. 
If they do so, they will find that it is 
the economic backwardness and in 
crtia of the people that come in the 
way of all types of progress — politi
cal, social, economic and cultural. 
Racial or national superiority or r i 
valry will not remove the evils of i n 
ertia of Asiatic peoples. A Socialist 
Asia should be our dream, but that 
can happen when some of us look 
to our national economic problems and 
others to our international relations 
and attitudes for the purpose of sur
ging forward to a stage of collective 
understanding, wherein all barriers in 
the way of building a socialist society 
are quickly removed. Let China think 
about it before Mao tse-tung goes or 
events in India and Pakistan lead to 
painful turmoil, 

* * * 
It is good to talk about unity. It 

is equally good to appeal for such unity 
and for clearing the atmosphere of 
discord caused by personal ambitions. 
But we must never forget that unity 
does not come for the asking of it , 
that there are perfectly scientific cau
ses of the phenomenon of disunity. 
These reasons are social and accumu-
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