
LETTERS FROM SOUTH 

Krishna Menon in Kerala 
THERE are strong indications that 

Krishna Menon may get deeply 
involved in Kamaraj's plan to give the 
Congress in Kerala a new look and a 
different orientation. Observers in the 
State had noted his active campaign
ing during the recent elections. 
Their hopes or forebodings, as the 
case may be, seemed to be confirmed 
when he gave days of his time to 
attend a seminar to commemorate 
the death of the late President of 
Kerala Pradesh Congress, C K Govindan 
Nair, It is true that Govindan Nair 
had been a close personal friend who 
had stood by him in his dark days. 
But the unusual patience displayed in 
quietly listening to speeches, much of 
which he may not have understood 
and almost all of which were far from 
intellectually entertaining, obviously 
had some political motivation. Krishna 
Menon did not deny his interest in 
the future of the Congress in Kerala 
when questioned, though he did not 
affirm that he intended taking it over. 

Kamaraj's Support 
In this case there is, however, a 

clear possibility of marriage of desires. 
The Congress in Kerala has absolu
tely no leader of any standing in the 
State, to say nothing of one who com-
mands the least attention outside. 
Krishna Menon has no mass base 
which is localised or organised to add 
weight to his undoubted qualities of 
leadership and his reputation. If 
Kerala had Krishna Menon and he 
had Kerala, the feeling is that both 
could go places quickly. 

What gives this speculation a good 
deal of plausibility is the interest that 
Kamraj has shown in both the concer
ned parties as well as in their coming 
together. The Congress President 
has been close to Krishna Menon for 
quite some time. He was among those 
who supported Menon, gave him a 
platform and ostentatiously appeared 
on it together with him at the time 
when Menon's popularity was at the 
lowest ebb. At the same time during 
the days when the Syndicate was 
powerful he was not able to give him 
a berth in the Working Committee 
or to press for his inclusion in the 
Central Cabinet. Krishna Menon's 
folly in flirting with Morarji Desai at 
the moment of succession only further 
estranged the two. Yet they kept in 
touch and the turn of events has 
brought them closer once again. 

Kamraj now realises that his former 
Syndicate colleagues now regard him 
as one of the biggest obstacles in 
their attempt to completely take over 
the High Command. Alulya Ghosh 
wants the Presidentship while Sanjeeva 
Reddy is feeling his way towards 
a rapprochement with Morarji Desai. 
Moreover, his genuine desire that the 
Congress should start moving again in 
the direction of radicalism—he calls 
it radical socialism—has only evoked 
hostility from those who helped to 
build the consensus at the time of 
Shasta's installation. He knows that 
that the invitation extented to him by 
the Central Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union to visit Moscow in his 
official capacity has made him even 
more suspect in their eyes. With his 
feel for the popular mood he realises 
that it is not at all safe to look comp-
lacently at the Congress success in the 
bye-elections and to conclude that the 
masses are satisfied with the status 
quo. He knows that, to say the least, 
they wi l l be neutral spectators should 
a determined Right minority act 
firmly and upset the applecart. It was 
no sudden compulsion that made him 
contribute an outspoken foreword to 
H D Malaviya's book about the danger 
from the Right. 

Fight for Control of States 
At the same time he seems to be 

convinced, as Nehru was before him, 
that it is only the Congress which can 
deliver the goods in India. Not only 
does he see no alternative to this 
ramshackle, creaking and amorphous 
body, but he also does not, as yet, 
visualise the need for the Congress 
or the radically oriented within it 
to seek allies or to build joint fronts. 
He feels that if there is to be any 
united front to ensure advance in the 
direction of socialism, if should be 
within the Congress. But the basis has 
to be laid by a rallying together of 
like-minded persons within the ruling 
party to frustrate the plans of the 
Right to achieve a monopoly of control 
over the State. Hence, his keenness 
to get Krishna Menon out of the 
rarefied realm of foreign affairs and 
into the thick of provincial politics. 

Kerala is, however, a rather diffi
cult State in which to try this ex
periment. It is still the one State in 
the Indian Union which has a dear, 
progress alternative to the Congress. 
The split in the Communist Party did 

great damage to this prospect and 
dampened the radical spirits in the 
State but by no means extinguished 
them. In recent months there has 
been a growing trend towards united 
action by the two CPs, including a 
most important decision to share power 
in an united peasant organisation. 
The C P I's peasent march from 
Cannanore in the north to Trivandrum 
in the extreme south and its active 
cooperation in the petition campaign 
of the C P (Marxist) in secure the 
release of detenus has meant a degree 
of joint campaigning winch augurs 
well for the future of both the parties 
but restricts the scope for any radical 
reorientation of the Congress in the 
State. 

Progress or Power ? 
Tile central dilemma that will con. 

front Krishna Menon, should he decide 
to plunge into Kerala politics, is whe
ther he should make the Congress 
strive for progress or for power. Un
fortunately for the Congress these are 
two conflicting aims at the present 
time. If there is to be any tangible 
radical advance in Kerala it will have 
to come, for the present at any rate, 
under the aegis of one or another of a 
left united front which will firmly 
oppose both the official as well as the 
dissident Congress. If the official 
Congress, no matter who leads it, wants 
to stem the tide and win a Ministry 
its only course will be in try to bring 
together a communal conglomeration 
of the Catholic bishops, Nair chief-
tains and a few Ezhava show boys. It 
will have to come to terms with the 
dissidents and to some kind of work. 
ing agreement with the Muslim League. 
This might still do the trick in 1967 
should the two C Ps again fly violently 
apart, But it wil l mean the end of any 
hope of a radical Congress and trustrate-
the progressive intentions of Krishna 
Menon. 

At the same time the official 
Congress in Kerala is so rotten and 
so much an organisation of careerists 
that it is rather difficult to imagine 
its continued significant existence 
when its leadership will aim to lead 
it into the wilderness of so-called 
constructive opposition. Already Pre
sident's rule has seen the (light of some 
of the top Congress leadership into 
various private jobs and firms. This 
could become a fullseale exodus should 
Krishna Menon plump for progress 
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and not immediately for Ministerial 
power.' Moreover, his vicious enemies 
in the High Command would pounce 
on any such development to deliver 
the coup de grace against him, holding 
him responsible for any Communist 
success. Would Kamraj then be able 
to hold back the anti-Menon crusaders 
or would he throw him to the wolves? 

Yet, if Krishna Menon does decide 
to act with courage, it wil l not enti

rely be due to high principles or 
altruism. Intellectual brilliance and 
the reputation achieved in the Secu
rity Council are obviously not enough 
in the powerscramble in the Congress. 
Some kind of mass base is a sine qua 
non of his political survival. And Kera
la is the only place where this can 
be secured. It cannot, therefore, be 
ruled out that lively days are ahead for 
this frustrated State. 

steel plant within the State amounts 
to a recognition of the claim, repeat. 
edly advance by the State Govern-
ment and the public of Andhra, that 
the State should have its due share 
of the public sector projects that are 
set up under the Centre's auspices. It 
will help redress inter-regional imba
lances and the backwardness of 
Andhra Pradesh in economic develop-
ment. Andhra Pradesh is known to 
lag behind the southern States in par
ticular and other States in general in 
industrial progress. The steel plant 
will help utilisiation of raw materials 
like coal and pig iron available in 
the State and of other facilities that 
are being provided for setting up in
dustries, some of which can be deve
loped as ancillaries to the steel mill . 

But the Consortium's recommenda
tion has still to become the firm de-
cision of the Union Government. The 
decision is expected in the next two 
months or so. after the Union Steel 
Ministry has completed their prelimi
nary studies and consulted the vari
ous official agencies of the Centre 
about it. Meanwhile Sanjeeva Reddi, 
Union Steel Minister, has avoided ex
pressing any opinion, lest it be mis
understood that he favoured Visakha. 
patnam because he is from Andhra, 

While Andhra Pradesh is happy over 
the recommendation, there will be 
genuine regret here if the steel plant 
turns out to be an element of discord 
among the southern States. It is gra
tifying that the Mysore Chief Minis, 
ter, S Nijalingappa, while expressing 
disappointment at the preference given 
to Visakhapatnam, has suggested that 
another plant, a small one, should be 
set up at Hospet, which can be expand
ed later on. The Madias Industries 
Minister, R Venkataraman, has also put 
forward a proposal for a medium-
sized steel plant at Salem as part of 
the State's Fourth Plan and not in 
competition with either Visakhapat
nam or Hospet. 

Anticipating political opposition to 
the Consortium's recommendation, 
Sanjeeva Reddi attempted to disarm 
possible critics by stating at Hydera
bad that even if the fifth steel plant 
scheduled for the Fourth Plan was 
set up in Visakhapatnam, it need not 
rule out other plants in other States 
— for example, at Hospet or Salem. 
These sites can be considered during 
the next Plan, especially the one at 
Hospet, which is the Consortium's 
second choice after Visakhapatnam, 
and its first if the decision is finally 
in favour of an inland site. 

T H E best and most appropriate 
way of looking at the Report of 

the British-American Steelworks for 
India Consortium (BASIC) on the lo
cation of the fifth steel plant at Visa
khapatnam is not to look at it from 
a political angle. Narrow local inte
rests apart, what should determine 
the siting of a major national project 
like the steel plant: is whether or not 
satisfies some essential criteria. The 
issue has to be examined from the 
point of view of the relative advan
tages and disadvantages of the 'parti
cular place. If Visakhapatnam does 
fulfil all the necessary conditions, and 
is otherwise found suitable, it will 
indeed be setting a dangerous prece
dent to yield to politicial pressures 
and set aside impartial expert oomi-
on. 

That BASIC'S preference for Visa
khapatnam over Hospet, Salem or 
any other site caused disappointment 
in Mysore and to a certain extent in 
Madras is understandable. If their re
commendation had been otherwise, it 
would have caused similar disappoint
ment in Andhra. What is important, 
therefore, is to consider the issue with 
a certain objectivity and to view it 
from the standpoint solely of the ap
propriateness of the choice. 

ft is evident that the facility with 
which a large steel plant can be es
tablished at Visakhapatnam and the 
decided advantages it possesses over 
other places tilted the scales in its 
favour. The Anglo-American Consor
tium took note of the fact that Visa
khapatnam is a deep-water port. This 
will facilitate, as the work on the 
project advances, import of metallur
gical coal and after the plant goes 
into production export of the finished 
product at a lower cost than would 
he the case if the plant were located 
inland. 

Elucidating this, the Report points 
out that Belgium, France, Japan, the 
United Kingdom and the United 
States have recognised the increasing 
importance of the flexibility which 
plants situated at deep-water ports 
provide. As the other Indian plants, 
all of which are now located inland, 
expand, a coastal plant would retain 
the flexibility to change over to all or 
part imported coking coal, thereby 
relieving the increasing coal demands 
on Indian coal mines, washeries and 
the railway system. Such a plant 
would also be most favourably situ
ated for import of other raw mate
rials required from time to time. Be
sides, it would encourage coastal ship
ping which could provide an alterna
tive transportation system for the pig 
iron and other semi-finished and fi
nished products to important coastal 
markets. According to the Consor
tium's; estimates, a saving of about Rs 
11.72 crores wil l be achieved in the 
cost of transport of mining equipment 
and other materials to the plant site. 

Visakhapatnam is also likely to se
cure financial support from private 
investors from Europe and the United 
States more readily because of these 
qeepwater port facilities. This could 
well become a deciding factor in en
suring speedy implementation of the 
project so that the country would 
benefit from its production by the end 
of the Fourth or the commencement 
of the Fifth Plan. The variable cost 
of the project at Visakhapatnam and 
at Hospet are approximately equal, 
says the Consortium report; but tak
ing into account the fact that the 
D B K railway wi l l be in operation 
in the next few years these costs may 
also be actually lower in case of the 
Visakhapatnam site. 

For Andhra Pradesh, the recom
mendation has naturally considerable 
significance. Establishment of a major 
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Vizag as Site for Fifth Steel Plant 
— A n Andhra View 

C V H 


