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The Shame of Viet Nam 

IT is such a pity moral indignation is about the only weapon a journal of 
opinion possesses. What the Americans are demonstrating in Vie t Nam 

is nothing short of lunacy. There has been another coup last week in Saigon, 
and the pretence of a civil ian regime has once more been laid to rest by the 
assumption of power by the army generals, it hardly matters though, for 
these generals have only a nuisance value. They represent not one segment 
of even the population of Saigon. It cannot even be said that they represent 
American wishes. If the US administration could have its way, it would 
have tried to foist a better lot in Saigon. But in the present exigency the 
Americans cannot afford to be choosy. They have to persist in the make-
believe of being present, there on the invi ta t ion of the local authorities. 
There are, however, no local authorities: what, takes place every now and 
then is a shuffling of the sorry lot of mercenaries and impostors who are 
wi th the Americans because they are hopeful of making a quick pile while 
the chaos s t i l l lasts. Whoever amongst them comes on top the Americans 
w i l l have to placate h i m ; it is a true manifestation of the cliche: the drown
ing man clutches at a straw. 

For there is no question that the US is on the br ink of a major disaster 
in Viet Nam. The National Liberation Front has taken over the offensive. The 
rains have come, the monsoon clouds are impeding the freedom of the air 
which the American planes had been enjoying so Ions, and the guerrilla 
elements have re-grouped themselves to deliver crippling blows on the 
foreign intruders. Despite the purposive black-out of news, reports indicate 
that casualties on the American side have been extremely severe, amounting 
in many areas to a total annihilation. Desertion from the so-called South 
Viet Nam contingents has reached runaway proportions. The Viet Cong 
forces are apparently ready to swoop down on American mil i tary installations. 
the entrenched areas around the ports and air bases, and on Saigon. When 
they do so, it is l ikely that the local populace in each area would offer them 
the maximum co-operation. 

This would perhaps explain China's disinterestedness in getting directly 
involved in Viet Nam. The N L F and Ho Chi M i n n must have assured the 
Chinese that intervention is not really necessary at: this stage: time is on 
their side. Given the existing constellation of factors, it should he possible to 
complete the cropping-up operations by the end of August. That is. unless 
the Americans lose their heads completely and decide to turn the Viet Nam 
war into a nuclear confrontation. 

Desperate people w i l l go to any lengths, which is why it is not possible 
to rule out straightaway such a possibility. Over the next two months, the 
Americans could attempt to retrieve the situation by doing either of two 
relatively less desperate things. They could intensify the aerial attacks on 
Nor th Viet Nam, h i t t ing Hanoi and the industrial establishments up to the 
border of China. Messrs Bundy, McNamara and Rusk might sti l l hope and 
advise President Johnson that saturation bombing would bring Ho Chi Minn 
to his heels. After al l . all that the US administration is praying for is some 
token gesture from Ho Chi Minn and Chou en-Lai that they are wi l l ing to 
sit at the negotiating table and give the Americans a quasi-honourable 'out ' . 
The present phase of the war has nothing to do w i t h the saving of 'democracy' 
and the ensuring of 'freedom'; it is wholly and exclusively intended for the 
salvaging of American amour propre. 

If blasting N o r t h Viet Nam wi th napalm w i l l not do the t r i ck , the 
Americans could try to carry the strategy one step further and start dropping 
bombs on China itself. This would however lead to the collapse of the entire 
edifice of peaceful co-existence, for. irrespective of ideological differences, the 
Soviet Union, for dear life, w i l l have to declare all-out support for China. But 
there is another alternative, and one which, if recent indications mean any
thing, the Americans are l ikely to pursue. This w i l l be the gradual elimination 
of the demoralised and desertion-prone South Vic t Namese regiments and the 
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regular deployment of American troops 
instead. Already seventy-five thousand 
troops have been landed in South Viet 
Nam, and President Johnson has thrown 
hints that he would be prepared to 
commit up to a l i m i t of twenty-five 
thousand American regulars. 

This could amount to succumbing 
to the temptation of an invitation to 
a mass beheading. American troops 
have only l imited experience of fighting 
in marshy, tropical tracts. The hinter
land would be hostile, communications 
would be uncertain, and air support 
would be liable to continual disrup
t ion. In these circumstances, the 
Americans would not be much of a 
match for the wily Viet Namese, and 
the story might well turn out to be 
one of encirclements and annihilations. 
The consequences for the Johnson 

administration of such an unmitigated 
disaster can be perilous : it was Korea 
more than anything else which sealed 
the fate of the Democratic Party in 
the 1952 elections. 

What is happening in Viet Nam is 
sickening, and is bound to make the 
U S A a deeply hated nation in Asia 
for decades to come. It is rarely in 
history that one can find a parallel to 
the cussedness of current American 
foreign policy. The only silver-lining 
is the fact that conscience and sense 
of decency are not yet quite dead even 
in that country, as the 'teach-ins' have 
shown. Fortunately for the world and 
humanity, there are other values be-
yond what the American official line 
represents, even if such formidable 
'socialists' as Harold Wilson have not 
heard about them. 

Joint Planning ? 

I N this country one has a weakness 
for high-sounding words, nice 

shining phrases. One of the ways 
people make compromises wi th the 
harsh realities of life is by first creat
ing and then becoming fascinated by 
words and symbols wi th a wealth 
not. so much of meaning, as of vague 
significance. This national weakness 
has played not an unimportant part in 
our planning. Up t i l l now in the dis
cussions on the Fourth Plan there have 
not been many attempts to indulge in 
irresponsible slogan-mongering to capti
vate public imagination. One, therefore, 
views wi th concern the sudden coming 
into vogue of the phrase "joint plan
ning". 

The pretext for the use of the 
phrase is that there has been during 
recent weeks a few welcome trade 
agreements between India and some 
European countries. The aluminium 
plant at Korba is to expand its capa
c i ty from 60,000 tonnes to 100,000 
tonnes w i th Soviet assistance on the 
understanding that the Soviet Union 
w i l l import the additional 40,000 ton
nes. There is also the agreement, 
recently announced by Baliram Bhagat, 
between Hungary and Yugoslavia on 
the one hand and India on the other 
for the assembly in Yugoslavia of 
Indian railway wagons. These agree-
ments have been described officially 
and welcomed in certain quarters as 
reflecting a qualitative change in the 
method of planning. Nothing can, 
however, be farther from the t ru th . 

To equate long-term agreements for 
trade and collaboration to inter-locking 
planning between countries involves 
serious misunderstanding of planning 
as a process. After all , any time any
body sets a target for domestic pro
duction, he implici t ly sets targets also 
for imports and exports of the same 
commodity. For, what commodity 
balancing is meant to achieve is a 
correspondence between domestic re
quirements and total supply. Long-
term trade agreements make the task 
of planning easier and more scientific 
insofar as they give sound basis for 
making projections for exports and 
imports. In the absence of such long-
term agreements, one has to be pre
pared for all calculations being upset 
by the projections for exports and i m 
ports proving wrong. As is known 
from elementary inter-industrial analy
sis, the entire domestic production 
structure is a function of the projec-
tions made for exports and imports. 
Long term trade agreements, therefore, 
are logically called for by any plan
ning whatsoever. 

Joint or inter-locking planning is, 
however, a very different thing. It 
ought to mean, to use technical langu
age, over-all optimisation for a number 
of countries wi th decentralised sub-
optimisation for each member country. 
In every day language, it should mean 
a painstaking joint effort to quantify 
comparative costs for a whole range 
of goods produced and exchanged by 
the different countries concerned based 

on their resource-endowment and to 
work out import substitution patterns 
best suited to each economy. It goes 
without saying that nothing l ike that 
is being visualised between India and 
any one of the countries —— Soviet 
Union, Yugoslavia, Hungary, France, 
etc — wi th whom the recent trade 
agreements have been arrived at. It is 
also to be emphasised that there is 
absolutely no realistic possibility of 
joint planning in this sense taking place 
in the near future, India has not as 
yet got the organisation for planning 
capable of participating in such a 
venture. Also, genuine joint planning 
can take place between countries which 
have got some basic identity of inter
ests. Whatever might be the political 
facts underlying the friendly relations 
existing between India and these other 
countries, that k ind of basic identity 
of interests just does not exist 

THE first concrete manifestation 
of Indian technical and economic 

aid to African countries is the setting 
up of the India Uganda Development 
Agency, a new Government company 
with the participation of five leading 
Indian sugar and sugar machinery 
manufacturers. Earlier, in September 
last year, a memorandum of agreement 
was signed between the Governments 
of India and Uganda for the develop
ment of the sugar industry in Uganda. 
The project involves the setting up of 
four new sugar mills wi th a capacity 
of 25,000 tons each, wi th attached 
sugarcane estates of 20-25,000 acres. 
The total cost of the project is £10-12 
mn. India wi l l provide the sugar 
machinery, materials for factory bui ld
ings, etc, in consideration of which 
I - U D A w i l l receive 45 per cent of the 
share capital of the Uganda Sugar 
Development Corporation. The Uganda 
Government w i l l hold 45 per cent of 
the share capital and private investors 
in Uganda the remaining 10 per cent; 
they w i l l jointly bear the entire ex
penditure outside India, I - U D A w i l l 
be responsible, subject to arrangements 
wi th its Uganda counterpart, for 
placing orders for machinery, equip-
ment and stores in India, for purchas
ing and forwarding them to Uganda, 
for recruiting and training staff and 
for arranging technical advice and 
facilities, India w i l l appoint the general 
manager of the Uganda corporation for 
the in i t ia l six years of production. 
About 90 per cent of the employees 
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