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in Paris or to homicidal madness as 
in Tokyo, has been added an element 
of imbecile officiousness which excels 
in making things worse for all around. 
The other day some bright traffic cop 
thought up the idea of having "lanes'' 
all along Chowringhee, now Jawaharlal 
Nehru Road. Empty o i l drums were 
installed outside thy arcade of a big 
hotel; and all was chaos. The traffic 
was not regulated or accelerated but-
just inefficiently ordered about to the 
inconvenience of all concerned. A 
squeal from the Press; and the drums 
went. 

There is reason to believe that the 
latest order on footboard travelling 
w i l l also go the way of all flesh. Those 
who believe in the superstition of 
going to work on time w i l l do so, on 
footboards if necessary — come what 
may. Some policemen w i l l pretend to 
enforce the order; and then there w i l l 
be clashes between police and public. 
In Calcutta the police never wins; the 
public always loses, Unpleasantness is 
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T ^ E N I A L of life that has been the 
basic value principle underlying 

most of the customs, conventions and 
morals of Hindu society down the 
ages, has meant for man inhibit ion of 
self-expression, non-realisations of 
potentialities, crippling of faculties, 
extinction of any joy in the fact of 
l iving; it did not, however, mean the 
total extinction of his personality. 
The Hindu man did acquire a 
personality and a character, the object 
of awe as well as of abhorrence of 
those of other more humanistic civi l i 
sations. But did the Hindu woman 
ever acquire a personality, a character? 
A corollary to the question is, have 
the so-called emancipated women of 
modern India got any personality, 
any character? The second question 
does express a doubt, but the first is 
more rhetorical. In the case of the 
woman, the world view of life denial 
was indeed carried by traditional 
Hinduism to the extreme point of 
total extinction of her personality, 
nay, to the point of making a supreme 
value of suicide, physical annihilation 
of self in the literal sense. 

Mass Brain Washing 
There is something breath-takingly 

impressive in the sight of a person 

the permanent factor, constantly invi t 
ing intensification. 

There then, in miniature, is the 
whole problem of West Bengal today, 
which in varying degrees may be 
applicable to the rest of the country. 
Not enough room nor resources; not 
enough self-discipline; not enough 
w i l l power (which comes of that old-
fashioned thing, moral force) in the 
administration to enforce what it 
believes to be right. The fourth 
factor to be taken into account is the 
modern Bengali's weird notion of 
freedom and right; the freedom to 
travel, suicidally, on footboards of 
buses and trams w i l l strike many 
Bengalis as a fundamental right which 
the Government — always "agin' i t " 
— is seeking to stifle. Down with it 
all! Few in Calcutta wi l l be surprised 
if in the next few days there arc 
fewer buses and trams, both being 
easily perishable by fire. 

About, half a century ago Tagore 
wrote of trains, not minds (because of 

taking his or her life, not out of 
desperation, not to get relief from any 
unbearable mental torture, but for a 
cause. Socrates dr inking hemlock, 
Joan of Arc burning at the stake, 
Gandhi facing the assassin's bullets— 
these are edifying spectacles of spirit 
triumphing over matter, of life cheat
ing death. But very much more stag
gering and not at all edifying is the 
spectacle of men and women taking 
their lives, not for any cause, but as 
a matter of principle, according to 
to the dictates of some code of con
duct. The Japanese soldier of a 
suicide brigade, holding on to a 
torpedo and directing it to the bottom 
of an enemy boat and himself to a 
death worthy of an insect, is one of 
the rare examples from outside India 
of the practice of suicide as a supreme 
value. But the largest body of evidence 
of this value in practice is provided by 
the history of Indian women. 

The spectacle of the Hindu widow 
mounting the funeral pyre of her 
deceased husband is, of course, the 
most effective if gruesome symbol of 
her role in Indian history, but it is not 
just the symbol. The sati is very 
much a real part of Indian history, 
an essential aspect of tradit ional 
Hindu culture and we shall not under

the language barrier, English), con
necting Bengalis and their schools. To 
thinking Bengalis, therefore, the odd 
English phrase "transports of joy" has 
always seemed ironical or insulting* 
The recent ban on dangerous footboard 
travelling, apparently to avert fatalities, 
symbolises the basic, tragic, heartbreak
ing contradiction of all planning in 
India —- a pathetic attempt to save life 
in face of an embarrassing over-
abundance of it fast overwhelming the 
country's stagnant: or dwindling re
sources. Many years ago Andre Ma l -
raux asked a Communist gathering 
about the fate of the man run over 
by a tram car and was given the chil
ling answer that in a perfect socialist 
society there could be no traffic acci
dents. In India's very imperfect 
socialistic society, the ban on foot
board travel may only lead to more 
accidents. 

— Flibbertigibbet 

stand our history and culture so long 
as we treat the phenomenon as peri
pheral. It symbolises the ultimate and 
supreme t r iumph of matter over spirit, 
for it involves intelligent l iv ing beings 
acting as automatons in response to 
suggestions to the point of acting 
contrary to the very life-principle, 
the very basic and primal w i l l of all 
l iving beings, namely, the w i l l to live. 
It represents the supreme victory of 
that subtle, non-violent technique of 
persuasion practised by the Hindu 
law givers which elsewhere 1 have 
characterised as a form of "brain
washing" on a mass scale. * This 
technique succeeded so thoroughly 
well in the case of women that men 
did not have to impose their domi
nation over them. The women of India 
have prided themselves in their total 
subjugation to men; by making 
chastity and fidelity the most impor
tant, if not the only, virtue to be 
strived for, they have joyfully denied 

* " M y t h of Tolerance", Seminar, 
March 1965. C Rajagopalachari 
has taken objection to this 
characterisation (See Seminar, 
A p r i l 1965), But can we explain 
rational beings being persuaded 
by rational arguments to over
come the will-Up-live? 

Pathetic Women 
Ashok Rudra 

Indian Women through the Ages by P Thomas; Asia Publishing House, 1964; pp x + 392, price Rs 25.00. 
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themselves any personality. The task of 
monitoring and disciplining, to the 
meagre extent that it was ever neces-
sary, was left to women themselves: 
the husband had often to protect the 
wife from tyranny of the mother-in-
law. The role of handling down the 
lesson from one generation to another 
was also left to women; it is the Ind i 
an mother who groomed the daughter 
to become what she became; mother, 
daughter and daughter-in-law all 
agreed to accept as true the law
giver's view that women are basically 
wicked, vile and lustful. 

The State of the Emancipated 
Can there be any .understanding of 

the mind of modern Indians except in 
the light of a social history of India 
that could be wri t ten from the point 
of this technique of brain-washing? 
How can we have any appreciation of 
the problems of the "emancipated" 
Indian woman unless we connect her 
up wi th her ancestors who climbed 
into the funeral pyre of their husbands 
or who, in the case of Ku l in Brahmins, 
saved their womanhood by marrying 
men whose profession it was to "save"  
hundreds of women by marrying them 
and who spent their days travelling 
from one wife's place to another, re
turning to the same wife only at 
intervals of years and only for a few 
days? No such social history has been 
wr i t ten and consequently no under
standing has been acquired about the 
behaviour pattern of modern Indians. 
That has not, of course, stopped us 
from talking glibly about Indian socia
lism and the socialist pattern of society 
as if the transformation of a society 
and change-over from one value sys
tem to another can be effected without 
any change in the minds of men but 
merely by setting up steel plants and 
playing about wi th capital output 
ratios. 

The essential feature of the beha
viour pattern of modern Indians is, of 
course, that there is no pattern. This 
is true of both men and women, but 
more so of women to the extent that 
in the past they were subjected to 
very much more severe restrictions 
than men ever were. Let us take the 
case of the emancipated women. 
U n t i l the days of her grand-mother 
there were definite and precise laws 
governing the lives of women. There 
were elaborate systems of do's and 
don'ts based on certain fundamental 
premises that had remained invariant 
ever since the days of the epics: 
Women were not to have any social 

and professional life; their place was 
in the kitchen and the bed-room; 
their duty, to serve their menfolk; 
their ethics, to be total ly loyal to 
their husbands, but not to ex
pect the same in return. The 
emancipated woman does not accept 
any of the above premises. She goes 
out to work, has dealings with men 
other than her husband and has 
accepted in theory the idea of divorce 
and remarriage. The old system of do's 
and- don'ts that sufficed to guide the 
life of her grand-mother has no mora 
any relevance, but no new system has 
taken its place. There are no "rules 
of the game" to follow and in this 
respect she is at a great disadvantage 
compared to her Western sisters, who 
even when being extremely bohemain 
have got definite rules to fall back 
upon. 

The emancipated Indian woman 
lives in a world haunted by ghosts of 
ancient moral ideas and codes of con
duct, anachronistic and inconsistent, 
echoing back to different periods of 
history, some wi th significance for 
primitive and tribal times, some for 
(he changed social conditions brought 
about by the Muslim invasion, and 
some for 19th century England, but 
many more for the world in which she 
moves and lives. The inadequacy of 
the ancient codes of conduct, the 
contradiction between them and 
modern values, not indigenously deve
loped but borrowed from Europe, 
bedevils her life at every step and 
gives rise to fatal misunderstandings 
and dire tragedies. In this sense the 
lives of modern Indian women are 
much more lawless than those of even 
the most shockingly enterprising of 
European women. The only philosophy 
that can be practised by them under 
the conditions is, of course, existen
tialism, each individual making her 
own rules and creating her own morals. 
What actually happens, however, is 
that each individual , not having the 
character to live existentially, makes 
for herself a bundle of do's and don'ts 
from among the welter of moral ideas 
that surround her, some of them hark
ing back to mediaeval and ancient 
India, some fresh from post-war 
Europe! The bundles differ from in 
dividual to individual, from family to 
family, and thus do not give rise to 
any social behaviour pattern, to my 
moral laws valid in general 

The social history of India that 
wilt trace back the ghosts of moral 
ideas haunting modern Indians to 
their origins and thus lay bare the 

fantastically lawless character of their 
lives, has not yet been wr i t ten . There 
are, of course, social histories wri t ten 
by scholars, but they are more of 
learned chronologies than anything 
else; the authors themselves are too 
much a part of the situation discussed 
above to be able to make their histories 
bear upon the predicament of modern 
Indian men and women. Even less 
satsfactory are the inspired accounts 
of India's past writ ten by such of our 
modern thinkers who have taken upon 
themselves the task of inspiring fel
low-Indians wi th pride and self-confi
dence. Their zeal to salvage the 
image of India from the slanders cast 
by unsympathetic foreigners have 
made them indulge in considerable 
white-washing. Quoting isolated exam; 
pies of a Maitreyee discussing high 
philosophy wi th Yagnavalkya or a 
Tara Bai leading soldiers on horse 
back, they would have us believe 
that Indian women have after all en
joyed a high status in society and 
played an important part in Indian 
history. A particular variant of this 
line of argument takes the position 
that the subjugation of Hindu women 
dates to and resulted from the Muslim 
invasion. 

Modern Outlook 

Thomas's book is also not the social 
history that we need to have. In 
particular he fails completely to take 
any view of the position of Indian 
women during the post-British period 
which he has called the age of emanci
pation. His last chapters are the most 
uninteresting in the whole book, being 
records of social reforms and enact
ments for the benefit of women. But 
what makes the hook exceptionally 
fresh is a remarkable, I would say care  
detachment and a truly modern out
look on women, sex, marriage, and 
associated questions. He sets out to 
"give the reader a connected account 
of the gradual subjugation of women 
in India, which started from very early 
times and continued right down to the 
eighteenth c e n t u r y . . ; ' , and does not 
hesitate to give the badge of "age of 
subjection", to this entire period. 
Thomas is indeed a courageous writer, 
for he has run the risk of being accus
ed of not only lacking in patriotism 
but, far worse, of being un-understand-
ing or intolerant of Hindu values, 
being a Christian. This placidity is 
impressive : there is nowhere any sign 
that he has been inspired by any 
frustration or bitterness so common 
among middle class Indians or by any 
shallow runaway enthusiasm for 
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Western history and values. Thomas 
writes the most unkindest things about 
H indu values a l l through this book 
but nowhere does he give the impres
sion of being a Christian zealot or a 
petty snob. He has a m i l d style of 
wri t ing , straight-forward and descrip
tive lit up wi th a pleasant sense of 
humour, completely free of any ideo
logical or educative zeal, but wi th a 
very consistent point of view — that 
of the modern man who regards free
dom as the supreme value. The book: 
is fu l l of interesting quotations from 
scriptures and delightful anecdotes 
about the sexual adventures and curio
sities of the holy law-givers of ancient 
India. It is these qualities which make 
the book eminently readable and 
worthy of note. Otherwise, of course, 
it is no more than a bed-side social 
history, a book writ ten by an amateur 
for the benefit of lay readers. 

THE U N conference on the ap-
plication of science and techno

logy for the benefit of the less develop
ed areas which met in Geneva for 12 
days beginning February 4, 1963, was 
probably the largest such conference 
and certainly unique in many ways. 
The Conference, presided over by 
Professor M S Thacker, had brought 
together 1,665 participants from all 
scientific disciplines and the number 
of papers submitted for its delibera
t ion exceeded 2,000. Since the publica
t ion and perusal of such a large 
number of essentially technical and 
scientific papers would be an immense 
task, it is commendable indeed that 
the highlights of contributed papers 
as well as of the Conference discus
sions have now been summarised in a 
comprehensive eight-volume official 
report of the Secretary General of the 
V N. The Report, prepared wi th the 
advice of an Editorial Advisory Com
mittee, is non-technical in style and 
is very "readable", which is what it 
was intended to be. 

The breadth of coverage of the 
Conference is evident f rom the titles 
or the six volumes of the Report not 
under review here : natural resources 
(vol I I ) , agricuJture (vol I I I ) , people 
and l iving (vol V) , education and train-

As one goes down the dismal record 
of the progressive subjugation of Indian 
women, one is struck by an irresistible, 
staggering thought. If the general 
body of women in India present 
a sorry spectacle, bereft of any dignity, 
a pathetic procession of crushed souls 
marching on their way to the funeral 
pyre, there was at all points of history 
an alternative spectacle — that of the 
gay, accomplished, artful and artistic 
courtesans. It would indeed be ex-
tremely galling for any virtuous Indian 
woman to admit that if there ever was 
any social class of women who have 
left an impr in t on Indian civilisation 
that was that of the courtesans. The 
virtuous women of Indian history have 
left nothing for posterity. Their 
contribution was strictly l imi ted to the 
continuation of the race, But India, 
nay the whole wor ld , owes a great 
debt to the Indian courtesans. It is 

ing (vol VI) , science and planning (vol 
V I I ) and plenary proceedings, list of 
reports and papers and index (vo)  
V I I I ) . In fact, the scope of the 
conference was even broader than 
indicated by these titles. To illustrate, 
the volume on industry covers the 
main issues in industrialisation, the 
pattern of particular main groups of 
industries, transport and communica
tions. And on every subject, the 
potentialities as well as the unsolved 
difficulties of the application of the 
most recent scientific and technologi
cal progress are outlined, w i th numer
ous illustrations from the actual 
experience of some countries. 

Excellent Summary 
The first volume of the Report is 

general and introductory and is d iv id
ed into three parts. The first part 
introduces the Conference and the 
Report wi th a terse discussion of the 
natural features of the earth and the 
effects on them of human interference 
through irrigation, burning of fuel for 
energy, hunting of animals, water-
pollution, etc. A most interesting 
though brief reference is made to the 
non conventional sources of energy 
and. their promise for the future. The 
revolution of rising expectations is 

they who have cherished and present 
ed the arts of music and dance. It is 
they who could provide civilised 
feminine company — so necessary for 
creative activity — to poets and 
artists, for the virtuous women were 
all steeped in ignorance. But much 
more important than the services 
rendered to the Muse was the fact 
that they, among all women of Indian 
history, could and did deal w i t h men 
on equal terms. They might sell their 
favours in bits and pieces, but they 
did not sell their souls for all time as 
their virtuous sisters did. Moreover, 
being fallen women without any hope 
of redemption, they alone could snap 
themselves free of the noxious influ
ence of pernicious moral values. They 
alone could acquire personality and 
character; they alone could afford to 
be truthful in their lives. 

presented in the context of the sap in 
income-levels of countries, the scientific 
and technological revolution, and the 
role of the conference as a gathering 
to take stock of the potentialities of 
science and technology and to focus 
attention of the scientific world on the 
urgent need "to combat poverty, chro
nic disease, illiteracy, and to ra'se 
more than two-thirds of the world's 
population to a condition compatible 
with human dignity" ' 

Part II of the first; volume is its 
core, consisting of a 149-page summary 
of the proceedings of the entire 
Conference. It is sub-divided into 
12 sections corresponding to the broad 
areas under which the papers and 
deliberations were grouped. While this 
summary is excellent, the fourth volume 
on industry can better illustrate the 
nature of the Conference discussions 
and the Report. 

Diversity of Views 
As mentioned above, the volume on 

industry covers, inter alia, a discussion 
of major issues involved in industriali
sation as well as in developing specific 
industries. Among the issues discussed 
hers are the need to integrate a:: 
industrialisation programme wi th a 
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Science and Technology for Development: Report on the United Nations Conference on Application of Sci
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