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The Shame of Viet Nam 

IT is such a pity moral indignation is about the only weapon a journal of 
opinion possesses. What the Americans are demonstrating in Vie t Nam 

is nothing short of lunacy. There has been another coup last week in Saigon, 
and the pretence of a civil ian regime has once more been laid to rest by the 
assumption of power by the army generals, it hardly matters though, for 
these generals have only a nuisance value. They represent not one segment 
of even the population of Saigon. It cannot even be said that they represent 
American wishes. If the US administration could have its way, it would 
have tried to foist a better lot in Saigon. But in the present exigency the 
Americans cannot afford to be choosy. They have to persist in the make-
believe of being present, there on the invi ta t ion of the local authorities. 
There are, however, no local authorities: what, takes place every now and 
then is a shuffling of the sorry lot of mercenaries and impostors who are 
wi th the Americans because they are hopeful of making a quick pile while 
the chaos s t i l l lasts. Whoever amongst them comes on top the Americans 
w i l l have to placate h i m ; it is a true manifestation of the cliche: the drown
ing man clutches at a straw. 

For there is no question that the US is on the br ink of a major disaster 
in Viet Nam. The National Liberation Front has taken over the offensive. The 
rains have come, the monsoon clouds are impeding the freedom of the air 
which the American planes had been enjoying so Ions, and the guerrilla 
elements have re-grouped themselves to deliver crippling blows on the 
foreign intruders. Despite the purposive black-out of news, reports indicate 
that casualties on the American side have been extremely severe, amounting 
in many areas to a total annihilation. Desertion from the so-called South 
Viet Nam contingents has reached runaway proportions. The Viet Cong 
forces are apparently ready to swoop down on American mil i tary installations. 
the entrenched areas around the ports and air bases, and on Saigon. When 
they do so, it is l ikely that the local populace in each area would offer them 
the maximum co-operation. 

This would perhaps explain China's disinterestedness in getting directly 
involved in Viet Nam. The N L F and Ho Chi M i n n must have assured the 
Chinese that intervention is not really necessary at: this stage: time is on 
their side. Given the existing constellation of factors, it should he possible to 
complete the cropping-up operations by the end of August. That is. unless 
the Americans lose their heads completely and decide to turn the Viet Nam 
war into a nuclear confrontation. 

Desperate people w i l l go to any lengths, which is why it is not possible 
to rule out straightaway such a possibility. Over the next two months, the 
Americans could attempt to retrieve the situation by doing either of two 
relatively less desperate things. They could intensify the aerial attacks on 
Nor th Viet Nam, h i t t ing Hanoi and the industrial establishments up to the 
border of China. Messrs Bundy, McNamara and Rusk might sti l l hope and 
advise President Johnson that saturation bombing would bring Ho Chi Minn 
to his heels. After al l . all that the US administration is praying for is some 
token gesture from Ho Chi Minn and Chou en-Lai that they are wi l l ing to 
sit at the negotiating table and give the Americans a quasi-honourable 'out ' . 
The present phase of the war has nothing to do w i t h the saving of 'democracy' 
and the ensuring of 'freedom'; it is wholly and exclusively intended for the 
salvaging of American amour propre. 

If blasting N o r t h Viet Nam wi th napalm w i l l not do the t r i ck , the 
Americans could try to carry the strategy one step further and start dropping 
bombs on China itself. This would however lead to the collapse of the entire 
edifice of peaceful co-existence, for. irrespective of ideological differences, the 
Soviet Union, for dear life, w i l l have to declare all-out support for China. But 
there is another alternative, and one which, if recent indications mean any
thing, the Americans are l ikely to pursue. This w i l l be the gradual elimination 
of the demoralised and desertion-prone South Vic t Namese regiments and the 


