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foreign exchange earnings, this has 
created a severe problem for them. 
Again, there is this business of quota 
restrictions on imports of textiles from 
developing countries in Asia. More con
cessions on this point w i l l be sought 
but the attitude of the textile lobby 
here is certainly far from helpful. 

The impact of the budget, particular
ly of the clauses in the Finance Bi l l 
relating to overseas investment, is 
bound to be dampening on exports of 
Brit ish capital to developing areas in 
the Commonwealth. The restrictions 
come at a particularly difficult time for 
these countries since balance of pay
ment difficulties of both Britain and 
America are already impinging on Gov-
ernment-to-Government aid. Discussions 
w i l l certainly centre on means of increas
ing such aid. Many developing coun
tries in the Commonwealth expect a 
great deal from the new Ministry of 
Overseas Development though it is not 
known what new proposals Barbara 
Castle w i l l make to increase the flow 
of assistance to Commonwealth coun
tries. There is some talk of more assist
ance being channelled through the 
Commonwealth Development Corpora
t ion. 

The move to set up a Commonwealth 
Secretariat was initiated at the last 
Commonwealth Conference at the re
quest of the African members of the 
Commonwealth, Not much progress 
has been made and even the Secretary-
General has not yet been appointed. 
The names that have been mentioned 
at different times for this post include 
those of Robert Jackson, an Australian 
official now wi th the UN Special Fund, 
George Ivan Smith, another Australian 
also wi th the U N, Alistair M e i n 
tosh, a New Zealand civi l servant, 
Arno ld Smith of Canada and Malcolm 
MacDonald. Interestingly, ail the candi
dates are white, a fact which w i l l not 
go unnoticed. At one time is was hoped 
that this appointment would be made 
before the Conference but this has not 
been possible. However, it is now ex
pected that the Secretariat w i l l be 
created and the first Secretary General 
appointed at the Conference. No details 
have been worked out about the role 
of the new body, except that it w i l l be 
responsible for convening and servicing 
future Prime Ministerial conferences 
and w i l l also act as a clearing house 
for information, 

Britain's role in Vietnam is l ikely to 
come up for serious criticism at the 
Conference, There is much disappoint

ment that the Labour Government is 
giving such unqualified and uncri t ical 
support to the US in Vietnam. Nearly 
a l l independent African States have 
expressed their opposition of American 
action in Vietnam and so have the three 
Asian states as well as Cyprus. It is 
l ikely that Wilson may be considering 
the possibility of using the Conference 

IT would not make news in most 
other parts of the wor ld ; in Cal

cutta it does. And so, for the last 
few days, most people have been dis
cussing the Government of West 
Bengal's proposed ban on travelling 
on the footboards of buses and tram?. 
There was recently a more than usually 
nasty road accident, involving a State 
bus and k i l l ing six. Not content with 
issuing an order, of which no true 
Bengali would normally take the slight-
est notice, the Government is said to 
have asked the police to enforce the 
order. As if the travelling public did 
not already know, advertisements have 
been appearing in the Press that such 
travel is dangerous. From June 15, 
therefore, each bus and tram car wi l l 
be required to carry only so many 
passengers sitting and so many stand
ing, none on the footboards. Should 
this come about, which few consider 
probable, public transport in Calcutta 
w i l l be very different from what it has-
been for at least a quarter of a century. 
A n d , of course, a city's public trans
port and manners on the road reflect 
certain objective conditions and certain 
general attitudes. W i l l these change 
too? 

Unl ikely , The State Transport 
Author i ty has promised no increase in 
its number of buses. In advance its 
spokesman has let it be known (hat 
it cannot promise even to put on the 
road a larger proportion of its existing 
fleet; a large percentage is idle, for 
spares cannot be bought, without the 
foreign exchange the Centre wi l l not 
release. Expansion of the tramway 
service has been virtually unknown in 
recent years; the idea of three-coach 
trams instead of the present two was 
successfully resisted by the Calcutta 
Police on the valid plea that such 
three-car monsters would further slow 
down traffic in Calcutta, slow enough 
already. The city thus has all the 
old problems — and only a new 
order. 

to launch a fresh appeal for the ending 
of the war in Vietnam and for uncon
ditional negotiations. The appeal of the 
17 non-allied countries provide a basis, 
and what better opportunity would 
there be for Bri tain to initiate some 
constructive moves than the Conference 
where 7 of the countries which signed 
the appeal w i l l be present 

Especially in the current extreme 
heat, nobody — not even mad dogs, 
let alone Englishman — in Calcutta 
travels by tram or bus unless he must. 
At least during the peak hours, there-
fore, there is unlikely to be a sudden 
decrease in demand to correspond 
w i t h the decreed decrease in trans
port's carrying capacity. What then 
is going to happen? Elementary, 
Watson. Even under the pressure of 
World War II i t was found impossible 
to work out a scheme of staggering 
office hours; the rush hours w i l l thus 
remain as ' 'rush''. For the first three 
or four days at least, the police w i l l 
make an effort to make the public feel 
that there is a new order, accepted 
elsewhere as part of life. But must 
bus and tram users being in the 
middle or lower middle brackets of 
employment in the Government or the 
commercial houses, it very much 
remains to be seen whether the dread 
of the traffic cop wi l l tr iumph over 
the traditional trauma administered by 
the departmental head's grim, smiling 
remark, "Babu, unless my watch is all 
wrong, you do manage to Ret to work 
early, don't you?" The babu washes 
his face with an unclean end of his 
dhoti and mutters, "Sorry, sir.". 

This is where we come to more 
general things, applicable perhaps 
more to Calcutta than to other parts 
of India. The administration in Cal
cutta, even after the capital was 
transferred to Delhi, was represented 
by the policeman, whose identification 
wi th British commerce was complete. 
The two were one and equally feared 
and respected or despised. This neat 
l i t t le unwritten co-ordination came to 
an end around 1947. The Bengali 
today does not know whom to fear and 
whom to disregard, the cop or the 
commercial employer. 

To the whole Calcutta traffic scene, 
never a homage to geometry as in 
Moscow or to aggressive abandon as 
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in Paris or to homicidal madness as 
in Tokyo, has been added an element 
of imbecile officiousness which excels 
in making things worse for all around. 
The other day some bright traffic cop 
thought up the idea of having "lanes'' 
all along Chowringhee, now Jawaharlal 
Nehru Road. Empty o i l drums were 
installed outside thy arcade of a big 
hotel; and all was chaos. The traffic 
was not regulated or accelerated but-
just inefficiently ordered about to the 
inconvenience of all concerned. A 
squeal from the Press; and the drums 
went. 

There is reason to believe that the 
latest order on footboard travelling 
w i l l also go the way of all flesh. Those 
who believe in the superstition of 
going to work on time w i l l do so, on 
footboards if necessary — come what 
may. Some policemen w i l l pretend to 
enforce the order; and then there w i l l 
be clashes between police and public. 
In Calcutta the police never wins; the 
public always loses, Unpleasantness is 

B O O K R E V I E W 

T ^ E N I A L of life that has been the 
basic value principle underlying 

most of the customs, conventions and 
morals of Hindu society down the 
ages, has meant for man inhibit ion of 
self-expression, non-realisations of 
potentialities, crippling of faculties, 
extinction of any joy in the fact of 
l iving; it did not, however, mean the 
total extinction of his personality. 
The Hindu man did acquire a 
personality and a character, the object 
of awe as well as of abhorrence of 
those of other more humanistic civi l i 
sations. But did the Hindu woman 
ever acquire a personality, a character? 
A corollary to the question is, have 
the so-called emancipated women of 
modern India got any personality, 
any character? The second question 
does express a doubt, but the first is 
more rhetorical. In the case of the 
woman, the world view of life denial 
was indeed carried by traditional 
Hinduism to the extreme point of 
total extinction of her personality, 
nay, to the point of making a supreme 
value of suicide, physical annihilation 
of self in the literal sense. 

Mass Brain Washing 
There is something breath-takingly 

impressive in the sight of a person 

the permanent factor, constantly invi t 
ing intensification. 

There then, in miniature, is the 
whole problem of West Bengal today, 
which in varying degrees may be 
applicable to the rest of the country. 
Not enough room nor resources; not 
enough self-discipline; not enough 
w i l l power (which comes of that old-
fashioned thing, moral force) in the 
administration to enforce what it 
believes to be right. The fourth 
factor to be taken into account is the 
modern Bengali's weird notion of 
freedom and right; the freedom to 
travel, suicidally, on footboards of 
buses and trams w i l l strike many 
Bengalis as a fundamental right which 
the Government — always "agin' i t " 
— is seeking to stifle. Down with it 
all! Few in Calcutta wi l l be surprised 
if in the next few days there arc 
fewer buses and trams, both being 
easily perishable by fire. 

About, half a century ago Tagore 
wrote of trains, not minds (because of 

taking his or her life, not out of 
desperation, not to get relief from any 
unbearable mental torture, but for a 
cause. Socrates dr inking hemlock, 
Joan of Arc burning at the stake, 
Gandhi facing the assassin's bullets— 
these are edifying spectacles of spirit 
triumphing over matter, of life cheat
ing death. But very much more stag
gering and not at all edifying is the 
spectacle of men and women taking 
their lives, not for any cause, but as 
a matter of principle, according to 
to the dictates of some code of con
duct. The Japanese soldier of a 
suicide brigade, holding on to a 
torpedo and directing it to the bottom 
of an enemy boat and himself to a 
death worthy of an insect, is one of 
the rare examples from outside India 
of the practice of suicide as a supreme 
value. But the largest body of evidence 
of this value in practice is provided by 
the history of Indian women. 

The spectacle of the Hindu widow 
mounting the funeral pyre of her 
deceased husband is, of course, the 
most effective if gruesome symbol of 
her role in Indian history, but it is not 
just the symbol. The sati is very 
much a real part of Indian history, 
an essential aspect of tradit ional 
Hindu culture and we shall not under

the language barrier, English), con
necting Bengalis and their schools. To 
thinking Bengalis, therefore, the odd 
English phrase "transports of joy" has 
always seemed ironical or insulting* 
The recent ban on dangerous footboard 
travelling, apparently to avert fatalities, 
symbolises the basic, tragic, heartbreak
ing contradiction of all planning in 
India —- a pathetic attempt to save life 
in face of an embarrassing over-
abundance of it fast overwhelming the 
country's stagnant: or dwindling re
sources. Many years ago Andre Ma l -
raux asked a Communist gathering 
about the fate of the man run over 
by a tram car and was given the chil
ling answer that in a perfect socialist 
society there could be no traffic acci
dents. In India's very imperfect 
socialistic society, the ban on foot
board travel may only lead to more 
accidents. 

— Flibbertigibbet 

stand our history and culture so long 
as we treat the phenomenon as peri
pheral. It symbolises the ultimate and 
supreme t r iumph of matter over spirit, 
for it involves intelligent l iv ing beings 
acting as automatons in response to 
suggestions to the point of acting 
contrary to the very life-principle, 
the very basic and primal w i l l of all 
l iving beings, namely, the w i l l to live. 
It represents the supreme victory of 
that subtle, non-violent technique of 
persuasion practised by the Hindu 
law givers which elsewhere 1 have 
characterised as a form of "brain
washing" on a mass scale. * This 
technique succeeded so thoroughly 
well in the case of women that men 
did not have to impose their domi
nation over them. The women of India 
have prided themselves in their total 
subjugation to men; by making 
chastity and fidelity the most impor
tant, if not the only, virtue to be 
strived for, they have joyfully denied 

* " M y t h of Tolerance", Seminar, 
March 1965. C Rajagopalachari 
has taken objection to this 
characterisation (See Seminar, 
A p r i l 1965), But can we explain 
rational beings being persuaded 
by rational arguments to over
come the will-Up-live? 

Pathetic Women 
Ashok Rudra 
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