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ancial allocation for fisheries in the 
three Plans taken together has been 
just Rs 42 crores. 

This neglect explains our failure. 
Japan, though she has been excluded 
from some of the richest fishing areas 
since the war, now produces nearly 7 
mi l l ion tons compared to half that 

"quantity in the mid-fifties; Peru's pro
duc t ion has shot up from 0.48 mil l ion 
tonnes in 1957 to 6.9 mil l ion tons in 
1963, making her the number one fish
ing nation in the world. This achieve
ment was made possible mainly by 
mechanisation of fishing craft and 
modernisation of nets. Between 1957 
and 1962 Peru's tonnage of mechanis
ed boats increased seven fold. Japan 
has 190,000 machanised craft wi th a 
tonnage of 1.6 mil l ion, In contrast 
India has only about 3,000 boats me
chanised out of a total of 80,000. Of the 
mechanised crafts most are concentrat
ed in Maharashtra. Similarly, our fish
ermen st i l l use cotton or flax fibre nets; 
even though in the tropics the fibre 
rots quickly and so maintenance is 
quite costly. The wider use of nylon 
nets would bring many advantages. 
They are stronger, finer, almost invisi
ble, require less maintenance and gener
ally last three times as long as cotton 
nets. One of the obstacles to their 
wider use is that the synthetic fibre 
for nets has to be imported. Foreign 
exchange is the obstacle in the way of 
mechanisation also. 

As a result most of our boats operate 
wi th in 20 miles of the shore and fish
ing is suspended between June and 
September. Wi th mechanisation we 
could exploit the deep sea potential as 
well as eliminate the seasonal character 
Of the fishing industry. 

North vs South in Nigeria 
"OECAUSE of its large population 

and important resources, Nigeria 
is one of Africa's key nations. Its posi
t ion as the leading exponent of parlia
mentary democracy in Africa makes it 
doubly important. Thus, when Nigeria 
is faced wi th a major political crisis 
which threatens to destroy the nation, 
it is a matter of concern international
ly. Although the crisis caused by the 
recent election seems to have been 
settled, at least for the time being, by 
a coalition of all of the major parties, 
the roots of the crisis remain. 

Like many , of the new stales of 
Afr ica , Nigeria is a creation of its for
mer colonial rulers, Nigeria is a con
federation of major t r ibal groups l ink
ed by a British-imposed federal con

st i tut ion. When Nigeria gained its i n 
dependence in 1960, a delicate balance 
of power between the three main tr ibal 
groups managed to cement national 
unity. During the past five years, how
ever, political tensions have mounted 
unt i l they reached a breaking point just 
prior to the recent election. Indeed, 
one of the major political parties boy
cotted the elections, claiming that the 
ruling party had manipulated the elec
toral machinery. 

W i th only token opposition, the do
minant Nigerian National Alliance, con
sisting almost entirely of northerners, 
won an overwhelming victory. The op
position United Progressive Grand A l l i 
ance (acually a coalition of the southern 
tribes of Ibo and Yoruba) did not con
test that election, although it is clear 
that it has the support of the majority 
of people in the South. Thus an im
passe was reached when the southerners 
refused to accept the results of the 
election and threatened to secede from 
the Nigerian union. For the time 'being 
at least, a political settlement has been 
reached which has preserved Nigeria 
as a national entity without solving 
any of the basic problems. 

The roots of the problems are all too 
familiar to many nations of Asia and 
Africa. Nigeria is roughly divided be
tween north and south. The Nor th is 
controlled by feudal Muslim emigrates, 
and remains essentially autocratic in 
everything but name. Education and 
"modernization" generally are at a rel
atively low level, and the whole region 
was virtually ignored by the British, 
who were content to leave the tradi
tional social structure intact. The 
South, which is itself divided, is pre
dominantly Christian or pagan and 
has taken to industry and trade vigor
ously. Education is at a high level, 
and most of the Nigerian civi l service 
and virtually all of the employees of 
European firms are Southerners. The 
North, however, contains more than 
half of Nigeria's population, and there
fore is in a position of political domi
nation. Furthermore, it is easier to 
control the North because of its high 
illiteracy rate and s t i l l strong tradition
al social structure. Language problems 
further muddy the waters, and English 
has been officially adopted as Nigeria's 
national language. Thus, religious, t r ib
al, and linguistic animosity has pro
vided a powerful barrier to national 
unity in Nigeria. 

It remains to be seen what the solu
t ion of Nigeria's problems wil t be. The 
N o r t h realizes that it would be the 

greatest loser in any split of the nation. 
Not only would it be cut off f rom the 
sea, but the Southern regions are weal
thier and more advanced and could 
therefore speed Northern development. 
The Southern groups, on the other 
hand, are adamant in their demands for 
fuller regional autonomy and are op
posed to Northern domination of any 
k ind . The compromise patched to
gether by the popular president Dr 
Azikiwe should be sufficient to "hold 
the line' ' for the present, Nigeria's 
future as a nation is, however, in 
doubt. 

Agricultural Price Policy, 
at Last? 

T T is heartening to be able to say that 
for once the Government has appo

inted a committee with the right terms 
of reference. The recently announced 
Agricultural Prices Commission w i l l be 
concerned wi th the prices of not just 
(the superior and inferior) foodgrains 
but also those of sugarcane, oilseeds, 
cotton and jute. It had been argued 
on the basis of some revealing empiri
cal data by agricultural experts (parti
cularly by Professor M L Dantwala 
whose appointment as Chairman of the 
Commission, though yet to be announc
ed, is taken for granted) that agricul
tural price incentives which are con
fined to only some of the agricultural 
products (e g foodgrains) do not have 
the desired impact on yields per acre 
because such partial price support 
creates the incentive for farmers to 
switch crops. Of course, the price me
chanism needs to be used for achieving 
planned changes in the crop pattern, 
but this presupposes a planned price 
structure covering all agricultural pro
ducts which has not so far existed. 

Though an increase in output of 
foodgrains is important for obvious 
reasons, commercial crops are no less 
important both for meeting the increas
ing domestic demand and for earning 
greater foreign exchange. The rather 
obvious need, not to confine agricul-
tural price support to a narrow range 
of products seemed to have been 
overlooked in the earlier discussions 
on the subject and in the advice given 
to the Central Government by some 
foreign experts. It is to the credit of 
those who were opposed to this short-
sighted approach that they argued the 
case for a coordinated price support 
policy for most agricultural products 
wi th sufficient force for it to have 
been adopted before the other policy 
has had time to do too much damage. 
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The terms of reference of the A g r i 
cultural Prices Commission are suffi
ciently broad. While determining the 
relative price structure for agricultural 
commodities, it has to keep in view 
its effects on such things as the cost 
of l iving, level of wages and the indus
t r i a l cost structure, etc. However, i ts 
precise relationship wi th the Food 
Corporation of India has not been 
clarified yet. There is obvious need 
for defining that relationship carefully 
in advance if the two bodies are not 
to find themselves working at cross-
purposes. Again, it has not yet be
come clear that the minimum prices 
which w i l l be offered to the cultiva
tors w i l l be guaranteed for something 
like five years; there is every reason to 
believe that unless some such guarantee 
is published, the incentive effects of 
minimum prices w i l l be too weak to 
have an impact on yields. 

Further, though an integrated system 
of price support for the major agri
cultural projects is in all probability 
a necessary condition for increasing 
yields per acre, nobody has ever .seri-
ously argued that in the Indian condi
tions it is likely also to prove a suffi
cient condition; the need to augment 
the supplies of inputs like irrigation 
(through minor projects), fertilizers 
and pesticides, etc, w i l l remain as 
great as ever. 

Lastly, the declared aims of Govern
ment regarding agricultural products 
include not only price support of the 
farmers but also a price ceiling for the 
consumer. Unfortunately, regarding 
this latter aim, there is no evidence 
yet of meaningful action by the Govern
ment. Wi thout the power to force the 
surplus States to make their surpluses 
available to the deficit States, w i th 
out rationing in the cities and wi th 
out a crash programme to build the 
warehouses to stock about six mi l l ion 
tons of foodgrains, it is s t i l l difficult 
to see how the Food Corporation can 
ensure a ceiling on foodgrain prices 
for the consumer. 

Letter from South 

Election Tactics in Kerala 
T H E sudden swoop on the Left 

Communists has further tangled 
the already extraordinarily complicated 
electoral scene in Kerala, The arrests 
have enthused not any section of public 
opinion in the State and, if anything, 
they have further downgraded the pol i
tical standing of the Congress. No 
evidence has been presented to prove 
the charge that some k ind of armed 
insurrection was immediately on the 
agenda of the Left Communists. In 
Kerala at any rate the entire Left Com
munist organisation was being geared 
up for the elections which are a bare 
six weeks away; the battle for which 
it was preparing was of the ballot and 
nobody was bothering about bullets. 
The ease wi th which the entire Left 
Communist leadership was arrested 
and the refusal of any of those arrested 
later to go underground hardly sub
stantiate the accusation that they were 
preparing to challenge the Indian State 
in any ultra-revolutionary way. 

The arrests wi l l not prevent the Left 
Communists from going ahead wi th 
their election campaign. If anything, 
i t w i l l only provide further impetus 
to their campaign and give some of 
their candidates, who have been arres
ted, additional glamour and prestige. 

Coming to the Kerala elections, it 
is strange then that so experienced a 
politician as Namboodiripad should try 
one ingenious formula after another to 
keep alive the chance of some sort of 
understanding wi th the Musl im League. 
The latest one is that independents 
sponsored by the Musl im League should 
be supported by the Left Front as the 
price for the Left Communists joining 
i t . This is rather baffling, to say the 
least. The League is not going to give 
up its official candidates in its strong
holds, even if it agrees to sponsor " i n 
dependents'* in some marginal consti
tuencies. A n d in those strongholds in 
Malabar there pockets of Commu
nist influence. What is to be the direc
tive to these Communists and their 
supporters? For whom are they to vote? 
Above all , what happens to the strug
gle against communalism, which every
body agrees, has spread like a cancer 
in Kerala's body politic? 

What the Left Communists seem to 
be overlooking is that a very big sec-
l ion of those who had formerly voted 
for the Congress are now looking for 

an alternative. One of the main reasons 
for their disgust wi th the Congress is 
precisely the opportunism wi th which 
it allied wi th the forces of Nair , Catho
lic, and Musl im communalism, un t i l i t 
reduced itself to a gathering of com
munal chieftains. This section w i l l 
certainly not regard the Left Front as a 
reasonable alternative if it also goes in 
for the same sort of game as the Con
gress. The electorate might have been 
prepared to condone opportunism for 
some time as far as the Congress was 
concerned, out of a sense of past loyalty 
and from reverence to its idols, but 
certainly no transference of support 
can be expected if the Left Front also 
treads this primrose path. 

Besides, there is the question of sta
bi l i ty . Except for the brief 28 months 
when the Namboodiripad Minis t ry was 
in control, Kerala's experience has been 
that any compromise w i t h the forces 
of communalism inevitably generates 
squabbles and internecine strife that 
bring alliances and Ministries crashing 
to the ground. What hope, then, can 
there be of stability when the Left 
Front, already heterogeneous enough, 
goes in for alliance or adjustment w i th 
the League? 

In addition, there is another danger' 
of which the more enlightened sections 
of the Kerala electorate cannot but be 
aware. The State has known the exist
ence of a minor i ty Ministry—the RSP 
government had only some quarter of 
the seats in the Assembly. Now the 
League is allied or is very likely to ally 
wi th the dissident Congress, which is 
an alliance of the more powerful seg
ments of Catholic and Nair communal-
ists. If, wi th the help of the Left 
Communists or Left Front, the League 
and its partners are able to emerge 
as a powerful minority force, or even 
as the largest single force, there is no 
reason to doubt that it w i l l make a 
bid al Ministry-making. The contin
gency could even arise that it would 
emerge as the alternative which both 
the Congress and the Left Front would 
be asked to support as otherwise 
Kerala would have no Ministry at ait, 
since neither the Congress nor the 
Left Front would tolerate each other's 
minority Ministry. The prospect opens 
up of endless confusion and instability. 
Principles apart, sheer expediency 
would seem to dictate utmost to ore-
vent such an outcome. 
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