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Weekly Notes 
J B S Haldane 
W H A T made J B S Haldane choose 

India as his home and die an 
Indian? Most of the obituaries are 
silent on this point. Well. Haldane 
himself set out the reasons in an art
icle which he contributed to the "Ra
tionalist". It began with a statement 
that, of the schools of philosophy 
that India had, three were non-theistic. 
This obviously impressed him deeply 
for he found in it a confirmation that 
in India as in no other country the 
mind of man was free. And Nehru's 
India obviously held a promise for 
him. 

Maybe India caught him on the re-
bound. That's what Kingsley Martin 
thought. After his controversy with 
Lysenko, he was disillusioned about 
the freedom of thought allowed in 
Soviet Russia and he slowly dropped 
off from the communist party to 
which he had turned earlier. At the 
time — that was in January 1956, 
Kingsley Martin wrote that Haldane 
"has found a new enthusiasm, India, 
to replace Russia. He has even sug
gested that he may die an Indian. 
The balm of Sanskrit philosophy has 
assuaged the burns of Marxism". 

Between his coming to India and 
getting his citizenship fell the shadow 
of complicated, time-consuming and 
irritating procedures and much pro
longed correspondence. By that time 
Haldane had mellowed a great deal 
and perhaps his fiery temper and the 
rudeness in his personal encounters,  
for which he had been known fo hold 
the palm in his generation, had been 
confined to matters of the intellect 
and he had never allowed them to in-
trude into his personal affairs. 

His career even in India continued 
to be stormy, for age had not mellow
ed him or diminished the violence of 
outbursts when it came to the conduct 
of scientific research or institutions. 

The Indian Statistical Institute 
which had given him his first home 
in India he left after some years on 
account of differences in the matter 
of organisation of studies, a sphere 
which, he thought, concerned him, 
and which, according to the authori
ties of the Institute, did not. 

It was, however, the genetics and 
biometry research unit, sponsored by 
the Council of Scientific and Indus
trial Research, of which he had offered 
to accept the Directorship, which 

brought him into headlong clash with 
the Government It is a pity though 
that not much is known of this epi
sode. Had the facts been brought 
out fully, we would have got to know 
how and why the potentialities of 
scientific advancement in this country 
have been so badly warped and 
thwarted all these years in spite of 
Pandit Nehru's inspiring leadership and 
his ardent personal interest in i t , Biju 
Patnaik had the imagination to seize 
this opportunity to invite Professor 
Haldane to come over to Orissa to 
take charge of the genetics and bio
metry research laboratories set up 
by the Orissa Government. 

The obituaries have listed Haldane's 
contribution to science; the scientific 
journals wi l l do it more fully. But to 
say that he was the father of the 
science of biometry does not convey 
an adequate impression of the range 
and powers of his mind nor of the 
breadth of his interests. Even to his 
last days his mind moved with the 
speed of lightning. At one sitting, 
engaged in general conversation, he 
could skip through a book from cover 
to cover and take in all that he want
ed. His amazing zest for life, wide 
range of interests and his vitality verg
ing on the demoniac overwhelmed 
even those who had only a casual 
acquaintance wi th him or only a 
brief encounter. He would come out 
with an unexpected quotation from 
Shakespeare or an obscure French 
poet to illustrate a point and then go 
on to propound an abstruse scientific 
theory in the simplest of language. 

Most striking, however, was his at-
titude to science and scientific re
search. One almost thinks of the Indian 
craftsman working with the simplest 
of tools, watching Haldane at work 
uncluttered by a multitude of appa
ratus. Haldane could pursue his own 
enquiries and could turn even the 
most modest of human material at 
hand into the most productive and 
fruitful use. He was intensely excited 
by the results he had been getting 
from a band of modest students 
whom he had put on some path-break
ing experiments in the breeding of 
paddy plants. T i l l the last, he was 
confident that when these experiments 
were completed, the results would 
profoundly alter the food situation 
in this country. The team he chose 
for his experiments would not pass 

any selection committee, not to 
speak of the Public Service Commis
sion. 

By the way, under this country's 
educational system which has continu
ed from British days and gained in 
scientific rigidity, as in admissions to 
the Indian Institutes of Technology, 
Haldane with his degree in classics, 
would not have been allowed to work 
in any scientific laboratory and pursue 
the interests that had consumed him 
all his life. A giant of a man with 
the mental vigour and spiritual ardour 
of the rishis of old, who scrupulously 
erased all marks of conventional 
saintliness. We were fortunate in 
having such a man in our midst. The 
impact of his personality, however, 
did not last long enough to stir us 
and kindle the spirit of enquiry 
which had engrossed his whole being 

Finance for Tea Plantations 

J UDGING by the dividends declar
ed, one would not consider the 

profitability of tea plantations to be 
poor. Indeed, comparisons, such at 
those made by the Reserve Bank, show 
that the tea companies do their share
holders quite proud. Yet lea plantations 
are unable to meet a major part of the 
costs of replanting, a normal operation 
which has to be repeated every few 
years, not to mention those of new 
planting. Special arrangements for fin
ancing these activities have come to 
be accepted as normal. The Tea 
Board has been extending loans for 
replanting and new planting at spe
cially low interest rates. 

To explain its chronic inability to 
generate sufficient internal resources, 
the tea industry has repeatedly pointed 
to the system of taxation. It has 
claimed that the field assets of plan
tations are in no way different from 
plant and machinery in other industries 
and, therefore, should be eligible for 
depreciation which they are not at 
present. As a result, there is no built-
in provision for generating resources 
for replanting as the standing tea 
plants come up for replacement. Nor 
are the plantations allowed develoo-
ment rebate. This is true of all plan
tation industries, including rubber and 
coffee, though in the case of rubber, 
following recommendations by the 
Tariff Commission, a beginning has 
been made in allowing depreciation. 

The basic validity of this argument 

1976 


