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ACK from a rather intensive in
volvement in the tensions, appa

rent and not-so-apparent, in South-East 
Asia, Delhi exudes the feeling of being 
apolitical. The debate on the bomb, on 
the food crisis and on the future of 
Ceylon's Indian population is at such 
a primitive, emotional level that one 
begins to wonder whether the ruling 
elite really knows what it is talking 
about. Indeed, thought is at a discount 
—and there is too much talk, loose 
talk, 

Intellectual and ideological bank
ruptcy breeds the cult of short-cut-ism. 
If India's image abroad is weak and 
tarnished, then change the impression 
with a nuclear explosion. If food short
ages are. going to stay with us, then 
spread the suffering through a system 
of rationing. If Mrs Bandaranaike does 
not honour her pledges, then terminate 
our agreements with her. If Jayaprakash 
Narain and Michael Scott do not toe 
the line then punish them. And as for 
bakshi and Abdullah in Kashmir, ar
rest them. A l l these are attempted 
short-cuts to problems and solutions-
advocated because there is a consensus 
mat we must not disturb the privilege 
and profit upon which the status quo 
rests. 

Creating a New Image 

The power image which impatient, 
emotional politicians desire to create 
cannot be scoffed at. India has become 
too weak and flabby. Her voice is not 
heard. Her policies lack impact. The 
impression is general that many years 
wil l elapse before the land of Gandhi 
and Nehru recovers its dynamism. In 
other words, a power image has to be 
created. But impatient, emotional poli
ticians cannot be the instruments of the 
transition. We need men who would 
boldly cut through to the real source of 
our weakness. 

Over the past three weeks, Prime 
Minister Shastri has attempted to shed 
the role of the humble leader. He is 
beginning to speak with passionate con
viction. Some say that this is the result 
of the pressures building around him 
for action. Unfortunately, this is so. 
Shastri is being pushed. He is not do
ing the pushing. And because he is be
ing pushed, he cannot find his bearings 
—or the strength required to deal with 

colleagues in the States who imagine 
that they are independent Satraps. 

It is not enough to say that we wil l 
not make the bomb, (Anyone with a 
modicum of intelligence knows that In
dia's Atomic Energy Commission, in 
order to keep abreast of scientific deve
lopments, must at least undertake the 
work needed to perfect the techniques 
of triggering controlled explosions of 
nuclear materialsl) Shastri has to spell 
out the steps which he intends to take 
to give India the economic muscle 
without which any power image wi l l 
remain a thing of shreds and patches. 
This is not being done. Hence, the draft. 

Why is Agriculture Stagnant? 

A l l independent investigations into 
our present problems reveal that there 
can be no advance in this country if 
the long delayed and frustrated agri
cultural revolution is not carried 
through. Marginal food deficits which 
nave now turned into permanent short
ages cannot be ended by the puerile 
suggestion that more money be plough
ed into agriculture. The return from 
such invesement is decreasing sharply. 
To sacrifice industrial development in 
order to prop up the present system 
of land relations, which militates 
against increased production, would 
be disastrous for the economy. Only 
a drastic re-structuring of land rela
tions, and the creation of facilities for 
intensive cultivation, can achieve the 
break-through upon which the future 
growth of the Indian economy de
pends. 

The vast size of India, the variety 
of soil and tenure from region to re
gion, the extraordinary ramifications of 
caste and community with regard to 
land and its possession, make it in
cumbent on the Centre to work through 
the States to carry out the agricultural 
revolution. Despite the inhibitions of a 
party which has over these many 
years relied on the support of the 
rich peasantry, it is clear that the 
Centre w i l l have to give the country 
a lead in this matter. A challenging 
task for Shastri, Wi l l he undertake it 
with the single-mindedness he brings 
to bear on the struggle for power 
within the party? 

At the moment- there is no sign of 
such a development. The G O I plods 

along hoping that the food crisis wi l l 
be resolved by State trading, ration
ing ('formal' and 'statutory1!) and limit
ed procurement. Food Minister Subra-
maniam, recovering from the reper
cussions of the Kerala shortages, would 
create the impression that lack of 
funds from TTK's Finance Ministry 
destroys his stock-building operations; 
yet, when criticism of rationing mounts, 
he is at pains to emphasise that these 
measures are temporary! Enlighten
ment is not oflered by the Opposition 
which also indulges in opportunistic 
sniping, hoping that the monolithic 
Congress is about to witness) serious 
disintegration. In fact, nobody speaks 
of the agricultural revolution. 

Interestingly enough, Congress vic
tories in recent bye-elections are 
sought to be slurred over by the 
image-builders and bomb makers whose 
whole thesis is based on the idea that 
the ruling party, and with it the demo
cratic structure, is cracking and needs 
nuclear cementing. Over-optimistic 
pen-pushers in the press had in fact 
already forecast Congress defeats— 
even in Phulpur, Jawaharlal Nehru's 
constituency! Now they wil l be hard 
put to explain the voting behaviour of 
a people in crisis. 

Lessons from Elections 

Congress chieftains, reluctant to go 
beyond the policy involvements of a 
decade ago, are arguing that the re
cent election results prove that the 
crisis is marginal and represents only 
a distribution muddle in the towns. 
Nothing could be further from the 
truth. The people still place their trust 
in the Congress Party, hoping that it 
will ensure the planned progress it has 
promised them. If the present short
ages turn chronic and a foolhardy 
attempt is made to disrupt industrial 
investment on the false plea that agri
culture has been neglected, disillusion
ment wil l be quick. The two years 
between now and the next general 
elections could mould the future of 
India for many years to come. 

It is significant that wherever one 
goes in the Capital, there is discussion 
about how imperative it is to re-focus 
on the need for land reforms. The 
Ladjinsky Report, which deals with 
this crucial subject and which was 
virtually suppressed by the Planning 
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Commission (even denied to a Land 
Reforms Panel appointed by the Com
mission!), repeatedly enters the dis
cussions. Yet, not a word appears in 
the press about this urgent need for 
a structural change in land relations. 
Parliament, too, seems unconcerned 
about the problem. 

This sinister silence, not broken 

even by the various groups of socia
lists and communists, permits the 
growing militant, revivalist elements in 
our political life to campaign for 
short-cuts and imaginary solutions to 
problems. If sentiment of this kind is 
not effectively countered by an eco
nomic policy which strikes at the roots 
of our present stagnation, the initiative 

w i l l pass to the Hindu Communalist. 
The blatantly defiant reception orga
nised in Poona to the Godse gang 
underlines the new confidence of these 
elements. 

Home Minister Nanda has a lot to 
explain. Why did it take so long to 
act against men who were propagan-
dising the deeds of an assassin? Is the 
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law powerless when confronted by the 
confessions of a Ketkar? Did the 
G O I ' s parleys in Delhi with Golkwal-
ker infect the thinking of supposedly 
secular Congress leaders? Who pre
vents the punishment of those now 
merrily campaigning against 'Mr Pope', 
a vicious attempt to insult and slander 
the Catholics and their church? It is 
fast becoming apparent that secularism 
needs to be precisely defined for the 
benefit not only of the communalists 

IFFICULTIES on the economic 
front continue to dog the Labour 

Government. It inherited from the 
Conservatives an economic situation 
with two highly unsatisfactory features 
—an adverse balance of payments even 
larger than that of 1960, and static ex
ports and production. Indeed, the index 
of industrial production has stayed put 
since the beginning of 1964. The mea
sures taken so far by the Government 
have not sufficiently re-assured overseas 
countries and last week there was a 
minor run on the £ with a large volume 
of sterling selling. 

Speculative Pressure Stepped Up 
It is certainly paradoxical that specu

lative pressure on the £ should have 
developed immediately after the Gov
ernment had taken steps, through the 
import surcharge, to deal with the bal
ance of payments deficit. It is most 
unfortunate that the budget measures, 
upon which the Government had relied, 
did not do the trick. The surcharge only 
served to antagonize Britain's EFTA 
partners, and the other budget measures 
were looked upon as purely domestic 
and inappropriately timed. 

As a result of negotiations in 
Geneva, Britain has at last been able 
to persuade her EFTA partners to ac
cept, however reluctantly, the 15 per 
cent surcharge on imports (as a means 
of dealing with Britain's balance of 
payments deficit) on the understanding 
that, as stated when these charges were 
introduced, they are of a purely tempo
rary character. Although no definite 
commitment has been given by Britain 
on the actual date of removal, it is now 
expected to be a matter of months ra
ther than years, and the acceptance of 
an EFTA watchdog committee to re
view these surcharges, has helped to 
reassure EFTA members whose confid
ence in Britain's attitude to the organi
sation has now, to a certain extent, 
been restored. 

but our Congress leaders who seem to 
have forgotten its implications. 

In short, the task of re-building the 
image of India, of restoring confidence 
among the people, and reviving cour
age and determination to change the 
pattern of poverty in our country, has 
to be undertaken with great care and 
foresight. Decision-making on an ad 
hoc basis, as a result of the influence 
of this or that pressure group, so cha
racteristic of the post-Nehru period, 

The import surcharges are an imme
diate but temporary solution to the 
problem that faces Britain over her 
balance of payments. Another problem 
which must be tackled is that of over
seas military expenditure which is now 
running at the rate of approximately 
£320 million a year. Last week-end the 
Prime Minister and his advisers met at 
Chequers to re-examine the whole of 
Britain's defence policy. While much of 
the discussions were centred round the 
new look that the Labour Government 
wishes to give to the role of the Atlan
tic Alliance, the question of military 
spending abroad must also have come 
up for consideration. It is interesting 
to note that the U K spends a larger 
percentage of her Gross National Pro
duct on defence than any other mem
ber of NATO except the United States. 
It stands to reason that any reappraisal 
of Britain's defence policy will have to 
be made with the objective of reducing 
the percentage spent in overseas def
ence costs. It is not intended here 
to go into the first principles of 
the Labour Government's policy with 
regard to the subtleties of an Atlantic 
Nuclear Force, as compared with the 
original MLF proposed by the Ameri
cans. In any case, full details on the 
new British defence scheme wil l not be 
available t i l l after discussions with the 
American President and other NATO 
countries. 

The fact remains, however, that be
hind all the talk of the new defence 
strategy of Britain—the shape of the 
Atlantic Alliance, the future of Europe 
and NATO—fie the economic resources 
Britain has at her command. What must 
have become obvious during the Che
quers discussions is the need, in the 
long-term interests of Britain's balance 
of payments, to cut down the drain of 
military spending overseas, and to en
sure that the process of cutting down 
overseas garrisons continues, (for exam-

cannot be a substitute for a fully 
worked out policy and a through 
programme of implementation, India is 
too large and sprawling, too varied 
and contrary, too sensitive to the inte
rests of caste, community and region, 
to permit its leadership to indulge in 
easy panaceas, in short-cuts. The fail
ures and achievements of the Nehru 
era emphasise this fundamental fact. 
It remains valid despite the crucial 
developments of recent months. 

pie, it needs to be considered whether 
the need for the bases in Hong Kong, 
Libya and Aden has not been exagge
rated) and to ensure that new commit
ments are not entered into. 

No Cut in Aid 
Another item which impinges on Bri

tain's balance of payments is overseas 
aid and investment. What action is the 
U K Government likely to take to cut 
down such expenditure in the future? 
It is well known that the Labour Gov
ernment is anxious to take active steps 
to increase aid and technical assistance 
to developing countries, but how far 
these must, be trimmed right now in 
view of the balance of payments situa
tion, remains to be seen. In this con
text, the 16th meeting of the Colombo 
Plan Conference which concluded in 
London last week, took on a special 
interest, as it was addressed both by 
the Prime Minister and the Chairman 
of the proceedings, Mrs Barbara Castle, 
the new Cabinet Minister in charge of 
Overseas Development and Aid. In the 
speeches of both Harold Wilson and 
Mrs Castle, the Government's intentions 
with regard to the whole question of 
aid were made clear. In his opening 
speech, Harold Wilson said; 

"Despite our serious domestic pro
blems, the British Government is 
determined to do its utmost to assist 
in raising the standard of living of 
the less fortunate countries, and thus 
help mitigate the gross inequality 
which still disfigures the w o r l d . . . 
The British Government has the firm 
intention of re-examining its commit
ments in order to free resources and 
men for the solution of the most 
urgent internal and international eco
nomic problems". 
Whatever Britain's intentions may be, 

it is becoming increasingly obvious that 
unless there is some radical change in 
the whole attitude of the world towards 
the problem of international liquidity, 

Other Weapons to Defend the £ 
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