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Consequences of Agricultural Changes for 
Values and Goals 

A P Barnabas 

A superficial look at the data available on changing values in Asia indicates a change in the behaviour pattern 
of the villages. A deeper look suggests that the hard core of the traditional values still remain and there is only 
an adaptation of these values. 

Acceptance of innovation in agriculture seems lo change slightly the farmers' attitude to nature and land; 
but religiousness and a sentimental approach to land still continue. 

The conflict between the values in a traditional society and a competitive society consequent on adoption of 
new practices is resolved by reinterpreting and rationalizing old values to fit the new patterns of behaviour. 

The security orientation is still dominant, and the aspirations of the rural people reach out only to the ex
tent their security orientation is not threatened. 

A VALUE is generally defined as an 
idea held by a group of people, 

or as things in which people are inter
ested and which they want. Values 
provide the criteria for making choices 
regarding behaviour patterns for they 
indicate whether particular objects or 
behaviour are considered desirable or 
undesirable. Values have become the 
object of study only recently and as 
such the material available regarding 
specific values held by a society is 
meagre. Consequently, often the phrase 
value system, rather than values is u-
ed. "The value system is the organiza
tion of or interrelation among codes of 
conduct, including means and goals. 
Thus the value system includes four es
sential aspects: prescribed goals to
ward which people should strive, pre
scribed means of achieving these goals, 
sanctions enforcing conformity, and 
the organization of these presumptions 
so that there is no contradiction or 
conflict among them."1 Values are thus 
concerned with goals and the means by 
which the goals can be attained. Goals 
generally tend to be abstract and the 
ones chosen for achievement are de
pendent on the hierarchy of values. It 
must, however, be noted that there will 
not be a consensus of opinion regarding 
the hierarchy of values. The hierarchy 
is related to conditions, groups, and in
dividuals, but choices seem to be bas-
ed on what are considered to be the  
hierarchy of socially approved values. 

The Problem 
This paper is concerned with 

changes in values and goals in Asia as 
a consequence of changes in agricul
tural practices. To be able to discuss 
this subject, there is need to define 
values and goals, state the type of agri
cultural problems that exist in this re
gion, the solutions that have been at
tempted to resolve these problems, and 
the improved practices that the villag

ers have adopted. Further, there is a 
need to define change in values. 

A l l these aspects raise both theoretic
al and methodological questions. These 
questions will be stated at the end of 
the paper to indicate the areas in which 
further investigation needs to be un
dertaken. It is felt best to analyze the 
data that are available to test the 
hypothesis that is implicit in the title 
of the paper—that changes in values 
and goals occur when improved agri
cultural practices are adopted. 

Agricultural Change 
When changes in agricultural practi

ces are talked about, they are general
ly understood in terms of individuals 
adopting innovations to increase yields. 
This is one dimension of change, for 
the problems in agriculture are many 
and often solutions cannot be found 
by individuals. The magnitude of 
agrarian problems in underdeveloped 
areas are clearly stated by Staley. 

Execessive centralization of land 
ownership. Fragmentation of small hold
ings which discourages modern me
thods. 

Rack renting, combined with usuri
ous money lending and perpetual in
debtedness. 

Absentee landlordism. 

Lack of clear titles to land or water 
or insecure terms of tenancy which dis
courage improvements. 

Combined with these evils are such 
things as isolation from town markets 
for lack of roads, grasping and inefii-
cient middlemen, inequitable taxation, 
poor rural education or none at all, 
lack of technical advice, i l l health and 
rural over-population.2 

The magnitude of the problems has 
been indicated and it will be realized 
readily that the solutions for some of 
the problems at least have to be found 

at the national level. Only the govern
ment can act at this level. So, often the 
changes in agricultural practices may 
not be one's own choosing, but as a re
sult of external force. To develop agri
culture in the underdeveloped areas 
some of the following programmes of 
agrarian reforms are essential: change 
in the land tenure system: provision of 
irrigation facilities; arrangements for 
the supply line to function effectively; 
education and demonstration of the 
value of improved methods of agricul
ture, such as, improved seeds, improv
ed implements, use of fertilizers, rota
tion of crops, etc; introduction of cash 
crops; and arrangements for credit 
facilities. These reforms would indicate 
that there has to be a chain of changes, 
for agricultural problems arc nu l t i -
faceted. A number of changes should 
effect a whole series of values. Agricul-
ture is often a way of life, rather than 
merely a means of livelihood. 

The Theory 
The title of the paper assumes that 

there are likely to be changes in the 
value system or value orientations as a 
result of changes in agricultural prac
tices. Societies in which agriculture is 
dominant have been described as tradi
tional. Certain characteristics, which 
indirectly indicate the values inherent 
in such a society, are described. Where 
these societies change, it is expected 
that they move on a continuum from 
traditional to rational (Weber) or from 
folk-peasant to urban (Redfield) or 
from sacred to secular (Becker) types 
of societies. The view held thus im
plies that tradition is "seen as a factor 
inimical to economic growth; whoever 
wants progress must get r id of tradi
tion."3 

In his book, "Analysis of Social 
Change", Dr Ponsioen4 presents a chart 
which graphically indicates what 
changes are expected to take place 
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when a society moves from one end of 
the continuum to the other. He has 
five categories of societies: mythical, 
traditional, paternalistic, competitive, 
and security oriented. For the purpose 
of this paper only three categories are 
taken into consideration, namely, tradi
tional, paternalistic, and competitive, 
which to some extent correspond rough
ly to Redfield's folk-peasant and uiban 
societies. Only those characteristics 
which the author feels are relevant fur 
the purposes of this paper have been 
listed in the Table. 

This is one of the theories. There 
is another point of view regarding 
these changes which is put forward 
by Hoselitz: 

Hence if it may be argued that: 
traditionalism is always adverse to 
economic development, the same 
cannot be said of tradition. Of 
course, if a traditionalist ideology 
is in permanent or temporary as
cendancy, traditional norms will 
enhance the reactionary tendencies 
prevailing and will constitute an 
additional obstacle to econo
mic progress. But if the pre
valent ideology is one of 'moderni
zation' traditionally transmitted 
norms may exert a positive influ
ence....They may tend to carve out 
areas of social action in which 
known and well understood beha
viour patterns prevail, and 'hey 
may in this way provide a feeling 
of security in a situation in which 
there are strong forces pulling into 
the direction of disorganization, 
fear and anxiety." 

A more specific theory which is 
more in keeping with the general 
theory stated first is suggested by 
A T Mosher6 wherein he lists the 
following changes in attitudes brought: 
about by measures of agricultural 
development. 

(1) Agricultural development 
tends to substitute choice-making 
for tradition as a guide to conduct. 

(2) Agricultural development 
tends to change the attitude of 
people toward agriculture from 
viewing it as an integral part of a 
total pattern of living to consider
ing it as a business. 

(3) Agricultural development 
tends toward the adoption of a 
new attitude towards nature. 

(4) Since agricultural develop
ment almost always results in orga
nizing more and more of economic 
life within a cash and wage eco
nomy, it may alter profoundly the 

mechanism of, and people's -alti
tudes toward, social security. 

Empirical Evidence 
There are few studies directly on 

the topic of changes in values and 
goals consequent on agricultural 
changes. However, a large number of 
village studies contain statements re
garding values and the changing 
value systems. The data presented are 
extracted from such statements. 

In a Southern State in India, My 

sore, two villages were studies; both 
are in the same district. One of them, 
Wangala, came under a scheme of 
irrigation which transformed its agri
culture patterns, whereas Dalena was 
not covered by the scheme and it had 
a more diversified economic develop
ment. The conclusion arrived at was 
that Wangala's social system changed 
only slightly because irrigation 
strengthened the traditional farming 
economy, whereas, the social system 
of Dalena changed radically as the 
diversification of the economy changed 

Table 

* The first 14 items are taken from Ponsioen (pp 36-7) and the last two 
are added by the author. 
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the economic roles and relationships 
within the village. However, Wan-
gala's persisting social system incor
porated many of the cultural changes 
characteristic of the wider society, 
whereas, Dalena's changed system still 
showed effects of traditional relations 
and values. The study of these two 
villages shows the interplay of old and 
new values in the process of social 
change. 

Some of the specific statements re
garding the Wangala village are: 

In spite of the change from sub
sistence to cash, Wangala remained 
a wholly agricultural economy... The 
unilinear economic development in 
Wangala set up no incompatibility, 
no friction, between new wants and 
old ways, in the indigenous employ
ment which persists.7 

...ritual occupies a dominant role 
in economic activities. Here ritual 
status is still the ultimate determi
nant of social status.8 

Greater economic independence 
affected the respect shown by men 
towards their fathers and brothers 
...Where the wife occupies a new 
role familial relations arc also 
changed and the wife is much less 
subservient to her husband.9 

Wangala villagers give farming 
the dominant place in their system 
of economic values. To be a far
mer used to be and still is the 
ultimate aim of every Wangala 
villager.10 

Increased expenditure in wedd
ings in Wangala expresses a con
cern for prestige in a closely knit 
community. The value Wangala 
villagers attach to men relieving 
their wives of agricultural labor in 
their own lands expresses a pre
occupation with prestige in an inte
grated society.11 

Impact of Community Development 
Another study was conducted in 

which the value orientations of people 
were studied in two areas, one of 
which had come under the commu
nity development programme and the 
other had not. The author of the 
study concludes that there was a 
change among the people where the 
community development programme 
had operated, in their perception of 
nature and supernature. A majority 
felt that they could gain mastery 
over nature. 

It also reveals that the people 
in the project areas are conscious 

of the impact of technological 
factors in human development and 
have also developed a conscious
ness towards imbibing the quali
ties of modernity and rationality 
towards solving human problems. 

...the rural people on the whole 
think that man's innate nature is 
neither good nor evil. They are 
future minded and believe their 
actions and efforts wi l l bring re
wards to them and their children. 
Yet they have not become indivi
dualistic in their outlook and are 
still guided by group goals and 
collateral considerations.12 

A village near Delhi which had 
adopted vegetable growing was stud
ied by Rao to see whether the adop
tion of the new practice had affected 
their way of life and led to a "ratio
nal" orientation. 

Certain innovations have no doubt 
changed the traditional economy. 
But. the nature of these economic 
changes has been such that it dot's 
not guarantee a self-sustaining pro
cess of economic development...thus 
the first series of economic changes 
tend to become routinized at the 
traditional level. The momentum 
gained by those economic changes 
is unable to cross certain barriers 
imposed by the traditional social 
structure and value system.13 

A village in Uttar Pradesh was 
studied in 1930 and again in 1960 
by the Wisers.14 During this period 
many changes had taken place includ
ing the emergence of the community 
development programme. The older 
men in the village talk of the good 
old days when they enjoyed the secu
rity of the familiar, whereas the 
young men talk of the present and 
the future. The young people are 
aware of the conflicts between the old 
and the new. They have aspirations 
for a better school, electricity in the 
village, and white-collar jobs. They 
say the caste restrictions are fewer, 
the government is taking more inte
rest, and they are less dependent on 
their elders than young men used to 
be. Nevertheless, they see much good 
in the tradition and contrast them 
with the city life, and would like to 
retain close family ties, community 
festivals, the wedding celebrations, 
and the religious recitals which are 
at present part of the way of life of 
villagers. 

In his study of a North Indian Village, 
the author15 found, that the villagers, 

particularly those who had adopted 
more new practices, were more favour
ably inclined towards formal education 
of both boys and girls. The villagers 
felt that people were less religious, but 
religious meetings were well attended. 
Half the village people were tradition 
oriented, whereas, the other half were 
future oriented. When questioned as 
to how their problems could be solved, 
a majority of them were inclined to the 
view that an unknown force controls 
the destinies of men and only that 
force can solve the problems. 

Studies in Other Countries 
Bryee Ryan studied a village, Pelpola, 

in Ceylon. The study was an attempt 
to sec what changes the forces of secu
larism had brought about. This is 
what he states in the concluding para
graphs of the study. 

Pelpola has suffered no emotional 
or abrupt conversions to a new way 
of life nor repudiations of an old 
one. The new creeps in upon the 
old, growing much as Charles Hor-
ton Cooley described in 'the tenta
tive social process". There is indeed 
a strain toward consistency as evi
denced in the partially integrated 
advance of various facets of secu
larism but. the advances are slow 
wherever the hard moral core of 
values is encountered (as is strong 
family ideology) and rapid where 
new norms are consistent with core 
values (as in the use of Western 
medicine) 

Barring catastrophic change such 
as might occur with industrialized 
paddy production or collectivization 
of land or concerted external attack 
upon paternal authority and honor, 
Pelpola will go on, modifying readily 
the subordinate norms, and very 
slowly some of the deeper ones, and 
continue to accept new blessings of 
an inventive world in matters of 
consumption and health. But though 
the shape of the container changes, 
there is no evidence that Pelpola 
loses or even seriously compromises 
the things that matter most to Pel-
polans: the serenity arising from 
worship of Lord Buddha, the toler
ant individualism honoring the 
dignity of others, security as the 
stronghold of family, and the ul t i 
mate appeal to the supernatural, the 
joys of pilgrimages, and perhaps 
most precious of all, the daily 
fellowship of neighbours and kins
men.16 

John E de Young studied a village in 
Thailand where changes have occurred 
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as a result of direct government super
vision and control, and the govern
ment's political, economic, and agri
cultural programmes. In concluding, he 
remarks: 

Many of the traditional patterns 
of village life have undergone great 
change. Certain ones such as the 
top knot ceremony, mother roasting, 
and tattooing have almost entirely 
disappeared as have most of the 
elaborate spirit practices of the past. 
A host of other cultural practices 
have been greatly modified; tradi
tional costumes arc worn only on 
special occasions, the older marriage 
customs are observed only perfun
ctorily. Piercing of women's ears 
and betel chewing are no longer 
universal. But inspite of the out
ward adaptation the peasant life iias 
made to Western influences, the old 
basic patterns of life, in apiculture, 
religion and in social life remain 
strong and secure. The peasant 
society shows none of the signs of 
disintegration that are so often 
evident when a peasant group is 
brought rapidly into contact with 
modernization and westernization.17 

Malayan Village in Thailand 
Fraser, who studied a Malayan vi l l 

age in Southern Thailand, bases his 
analysis on the assumption that the 
process of change cannot be understood 
without taking into consideration se
condary adaptations and adjustments 
of the social structure and the orienta
tions of the culture of the mmmunity. 
He further states that the technology 
which stems originally from Western 
culture passes through Thai culture 
only as an intermediary step to the 
Malayas. He explains inland villages 
being slower in taking over economic 
or technological items of culture, 
"resistance of co-operative, kin-based 
social organizational and associated 
cultural traits associated with indivi
dual enterprise."18 In the non-econo
mic aspects the resistances are due to 
discontinuities between the transmitti-
ble items of the Thai culture and the 
values of Malay culture. In an attempt 
at "distorted exaggeration of tradition
al values and other related patterns" 
(Parsons) the Malayan villagers have 
reintensified the meaning of the major 
rites of passage in terms of traditional 
values of the culture. He says that the 
ethos of the villages could probably be 
summed up in the words of the old 
men of the village: "The young men 
today are diligent . . . are better than 
we were—they like to talk about reli
gion and go to makanpulot (religious 

feasting). They know religion is good 
especially in bad times."19 

The Analysis 
The data presented indicate a change 

in the behaviour pattern of the people. 
Whether this change is apparent or 
real is difficult to judge. A superficial 
look would suggest that there is move
ment from the traditional society to 
the rational society. However, a deeper 
look at the studies would seem to sug
gest that the hard core of the tradition
al values still remains and there is only 
an adaptation of these values to ration
alize the behaviour patterns. 

When agricultural innovations have 
been successful there seems to be a 
change in the attitude of the people 
toward nature, but this has not lessen
ed the religious beliefs. To some 
extent agriculture is looked at as a 
business, but not fully so. A senti
mental attitude to land still remains. 
There seems to be some changes in the 
relation between the members of the 
family and at times between the groups 
in the community. However, the basic 
values are still groups and community 
oriented rather than individualistic. 
The acceptance of new practices indi
cate signs of conflict between the values 
of a traditional society and those of a 
competitive society, but the rural 
people seem to have resolved the con
flict by reinterpreting and rationaliz
ing the old values to fit the new pat
terns of behaviour. Where this has not 
been possible the changes have been 
slow or have been resisted. Conse
quently, the changes have not been 
self-generating and dynamic. Thus, 
security orientation is still dominant 
and it looks as though the aspirations 
of rural people reach out only to the 
extent that social security is not 
threatened. 

It may be of interest here to con
trast this with what M E John20 con
siders is the impact of technology on 
farmers' values in the U S A. He sug
gests that the following changes have 
taken place: 

(1) Farmers have become more 
and more willing to accept change. 

(2) They will be on the look
out for new and better methods. 

(3) Farmers wi l l accept more 
readily the impact that broad social 
changes have on them and wil l be 
less likely to resist adjustments 
needed to remain successful. 

(4) The Government programmes 
will be less distasteful. 

(5) The change in the nature of 
the business of farming is making 
farmers lose some of their feeling of 
inferiority. 

(6) Less wi l l be heard about 
sacrificing of individual freedom 
and control and more and more 
about the need to meet changing 
times. 

(7) Farmers will continue and 
look for ways to improve their 
standard of living. 

These statements suggest that the 
United States farmers are at the end of 
the continuum of competitive or 
rational society. The Asian farmers 
are still at the middle of the continuum 
and their behaviour pattern seems to be 
getting more routine at that level. 

Asian farmers quite pertinently seem 
to be raising the question whether 
changes in agricultural practices are 
necessarily good. Acceptance of them 
means changes in a whole set of 
social relations and behaviour patterns. 

Three theories were stated which 
might explain the situation in Asia. 
Al l of them seem to have a bearing on 
the situation, but the most relevant 
seems to be the one stated by Hoselitz. 
He suggests that tradition is not neces
sarily inimical to change, but that it 
might help to carve out areas of social 
action which do not threaten to bring 
about disorganization, fear, and anxiety. 
The data at present are inadequate. A 
great deal more needs to be known. 
The theories stated, the hypothesis 
suggested by the various writers, and 
research findings might prove to be a 
useful point of departure for further 
research on the subject. 

The Questions 

There is inadequate data to answer 
the question that the title of the paper 
raises. Hence, the problem is being 
stated in terms of questions for which 
the rural sociologists need to find an
swers in the area of values and goals. 

(I) What are the existing values in 
Asian countries? What is the hierarchy 
of values? 

(II) How is change in values to be 
defined and what techniques can be 
developed to measure changes in values? 

( I I I ) Is it possible to suggest the 
proximate reason for change in values? 
It is known that rural life is integrated 
and a multiplicity of factors operate 
before changes are brought about. 
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(IV) Do changes brought about by 
external forces (e g, government legisla
tion) affect the values? 

(V) Does change in overt behaviour 
(e g conspicuous consumption) necess
arily indicate change in values or is it 
a matter of using the opportunities 
available? 

(VI) Is there a difference in ihe 
level of aspirations between the farmers 
who are innovators or early adopters 
and those who are laggards? 

These queries beg the question in
stead of dealing with the problem sug
gested. It. is in order to answer satis
factorily the question that information 
in this area needs to be gathered. More 
specifically, for the Asian farmers the 
question that might be asked is: What 
are the ways by which a society, in 
which traditional values are dominant, 
adjusts to change—through a process 
of compartmentalization of the old and 
the new, through attributing sacredness 
to secular concepts or secularizing the 
sacred, or through a synthesis by re-
interpretation of the old values and 
customs to explain the new behaviour? 

These questions are raised with the 
fervent hope that rural sociologists wil l 
be provoked into action with regard to 
the study of values, goals, and aspira
tions of rural people. 
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Pakistan's Third Plan 
THE outline of Pakistan's Third 

Five-Year Plan, which will be 
launched on July 1, 1965 has been ap
proved by the National Economic Con-
uncil. The Plan proposes a gross deve
lopment expenditure of Rs 5,200 crores. 
with Rs 3,400 crores in the public 
sector and Rs 1,800 crores in the pri
vate sector. Of this amount, the total 
spending in East Pakistan wil l be of 
the order of Rs 2,650 crores while that 
in West Pakistan will be Rs 2,550 
crores. Out of the proposed public 
sector expenditure of Rs 3,400 crores. 
East Pakistan will get Rs 1,800 crores 
and West Pakistan Rs 1,600 crores. 

The principal objective set for the 
Third Plan is to attain a rapid growth 
of the national economy with a view 
to ensuring a break-through to self-
sustained growth in the shortest possi
ble time. It aims at a minimum in
crease of 30 per cent in national in
come during the period. The Plan fur
ther proposes to reduce the existing 
level of disparity in income per head 
between East and West Pakistan by 
about one-fifth and to create 4.5 mil
lion new job opportunities in the coun-
try. The Plan envisages that Pakistan's 
foreign exchange earnings wil l average 
a rate of growth of 7.5 per cent during 

the Third Plan period which will be 
significantly above the rate of growth 
of G N P and compares with the aver
age rate of growth of 6.2 per cent 
achieved in the Second Plan period. 
This combined with import substitution 
will reduce external resources from 42 
per cent of total development expendi
ture in the Second Plan to 36 per cent 
in the Third Plan. 

The Plan proposes to increase direct 
investment in agriculture and industry 
to 41 per cent, compared to an estimat
ed 39 per cent in the Second Plan. Tht 
proportion of expenditure devoted to 
economic infra-structure, viz, water 
and power and transport and commu
nications, in expected to decline from 
37 per cent in the Second Plan to 34 
per cent in the Third Plan. Expendi
ture on education will be about three 
times as high as that during the Second 
Plan period and, together with the al
location for the health sector and the 
Works Programmes wi l l account for 
about 13 per cent of the total develop
ment expenditure compared to only 9 
per cent in the Second Plan. Alloca-
tion for the housing sector wi l l , how-
ever, decrease from about 15 per rent 
in the Second Plan to about 11 per 
cent in the Third Plan. 
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