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unit for our Plans should be longer 
than the present five years? The long 
gestation periods notwithstanding, it 
is always possible not only on a theo
retical plane but also in the practical 
formulation of plans to dovetail pro
jects fructifying over a period longer 
than the period of plans. What is 
necessary is to build into the plan the 
gestation lags in investment, When a 
particular type of investment is envi
saged at the beginning of a plan, out
put flowing from it is not always in
cluded in the income target assigned 
to that plan. On the other hand, for 
scientific calculation of income growth, 
the fruits of investment incurred in a 
previous plan period but fructifying 
in the current plan have to be taken 
into account. This is commonplace 
and has been done in the preparation 

OOKING back on the three lead
ing events of the past week- -the 

crude, unceremonial removal of the 
great Khrushchov by party bureaucrats, 
the nuclear lire-cracker detonated by 
Mao's China to celebrate the event and 
to end her isolation, and the wobbly 
victory of Britain's Labour Party in a 
general election which had little to dis
tinguish it from a horse race—tends to 
make woolly pragmatists of us all. Yet, 
in these events, there is a new pattern 
of trends emerging which it would be 
foolish of us to ignore. 

The theory that the Kremlin coup 
against Khrushchov blocks liberal ten
dencies in the Soviet Union and opens 
the way for a rapprochement with the 
pig-headed purists in Peking is super
ficial and glib. So, too, the over-worked 
attempt to dismiss China's nuclear suc
cess as a threat: to peace. The two de
velopments are inter-linked and mark 
another decisive change in the inter
national power balance, a change which 
is taking place, significantly, at a time 
when the major western nations are 
politically in the doldrums as can be 
seen from the deadlock in Britain, the 
rise of Goldwaterism in the USA and 
the huge question-marks which hang 
over France, Germany and Italy. 

Obviously, the party bureaucrats in 
the USSR, popularly described as 
'managers' and 'technocrats', together 
with the army brass, decided that it 
was no longer possible to permit an 
unpredictable Khrushchov to shape 

of the Five-Year Plans. If Plan per
formance has been inadequate or be
low expectations, the causal factor 
has to be sought not in the lack of 
correspondence between the gestation 
periods of giant industrial schemes 
like heavy machinery projects or steel 
plants and the time-span of the Plan 
but in failures of the garden variety, 
of project planning, execution and ad
ministration. 

Quite apart from this, a mere change 
in the time-period of the Plan does 
not automatically make any difference 
to the size of the Plan or the growth 
targets. If, for instance, the period 
of the plan were changed from live to 
seven years, it would mean one of two 
things : a given volume of investment 
would be spread over a longer period 
in which case the size of the plan is 

Soviet policy, particularly a Khrushchov 
who had become the symbol of open 
and uncompromising hostility to the 
Maoists who were about to bomb their 
way into the councils of the world. 
China's new nuclear status implies that 
the ideological battle within the com
munist world will undergo certain trans
formations, wi l l become more subtle, 
less vitriolic. In other words, the battle 
wil l continue, more in the style advo
cated by Toglialti of Italy before his 
death. Indeed, his last testament may 
have been the last straw for Khrush
chov. 

No Dynamic Ideologues 

The dominant party managers and 
technocrats in the USSR, particularly 
of the Brezhnev-Kosygin school of 
thinking, are no dynamic ideologues, 
anxious to impose their thinking on 
other groups and parties. They are re
ported firmly to believe that the so
cialist age has finaly arrived, that a 
multitude of forms will develop, that 
communist parties must be dealt with 
as equals, that where communist par
ties enjoy State power they should be 
treated with full respect and decorum. 
This approach coincides with that of 
the army which sees the international 
situation through the calculations of 
an overriding military-strategic con
frontation with determined but divided 
and despairing enemies. 

The crudeness of the operation 
against Khrushchov is not only typical 
of Russian political practice but is an 

in effect reduced; alternatively, some 
of the investment which would have 
been made in the subsequent Plan 
would be added to the investment in 
the current plan, in which case there 
need be no change in the effective 
plan-size. 

In fact, the time-span of the plan 
may be quite irrelevant either for im
proving planning technique or for in
creasing the size of the Plan effort. A 
few years ago it was argued in acade
mic circles that: for better results the 
period of the Plan should be synchro
nised with the length of the agricultu
ral cycle. The argument for a longer-
than-five year Plan period does not 
gain in validity just because it is now 
based on the nature of technology in 
industry instead of the nature of agri
cultural production. 

inevitable outcome of secretive inner 
party functioning which is viable only 
through a balance of factions or through 
the imposition of the ideas of a single 
group or man. The irony of it all is 
that Khrushchov who came to power 
via this system could only have retain
ed that power in a full-blooded de
mocracy; his charismatic hold would 
have destroyed the opposing managers 
and technocrats ! 

While communists all over the world 
must be groaning at the political 
gangster methods of their Soviet 
comrades, the adventurist: Maoists are 
using this period of confusion to push 
the notion that they have been victo
rious in the ideological tussle. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. The 
Maoists wil l now be fought skilfully 
and silently with cold, calculating 
brainpower — not by flamboyant, 
dramatic moves (space journeys, apart!) 

In fact, there is no alternative for 
those communists who disagree funda
mentally with the Maoists. Sooner 
than we expect, China w i l l find her 
way into the United Nations — or, 
at least, into all major big power 
conferences. Dean Rusk of the USA 
more or less implies as much, and so 
does Brezhnev when he talks of im
mediately strengtheing the United 
Nations. The logic inherent in this 
movement to make an outlawed China 
respectable is that those Maoists who 
wish to remain outlaws will have to 
be broken. Upon whom wil l the axe 
fall? A difficult question, judging 
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from the nature of the ideological con-
troversies which are already breaking 
through the crust of Chinese secrecy. 

Our dismal failure to see the inter
relationship between the events in the 
USSR and China, and our unhealthy 
obsession with the idea that our inter
est lies only in the severe isolation of 
China, have the effect of choking seri
ous analysis of the transformations 
taking place in the world. So blunied 
has our thinking become that we even 
fail to grasp the meaning of the petri
fication of political institutions in the 
developed societies of the West which 
are caught in the dissipation arising 
from the assertion only of the narrow 
aims of national aggrandisement. Un
less we cut through the superficialities 
which entangle us, we are in danger 
of isolating ourselves from the main 
currents. 

Britain, after her latest election, 
enters a period of prolonged political 
instability; if not instability, at least 
paralysis. The USA, whatever the 
result of the presidential contest in 
early November, wil l see the break-up 
of bi-partisanship; the conservatism of 
Goldwaterism cuts across the tradi-

HE photo-finish results of the 1964 
Election have brought the Labour 

Parly under Harold Wilson into power 
by the very slim overall majority of 
four seats. The final count was 317 
seats for Labour, 304 for the Conser
vatives and 9 for the Liberals. It will 
be recalled that the Attlee administra
tion in 1950 also had a very slender 
overall majority. But it was not the 
fact of a small majority which brought 
down the Labour Government in 1951; 
it is perfectly possible for Governments 
to continue in office even on very 
slender majorities, Going back in 
history, one is reminded of the Whig 
Government which was elected in 1847 
with a majority of one, and remained 
in power for four years seven months 
and thirteen days. More recently, the 
Menzies Government in Australia, 
with a majority of only one seat re
mained in power between December 
1961 and November 1963, 

What conclusions can one arrive at 
regarding the mind of the electorate 
when one analyses the result of the 
polls? It appears obvious that disillu
sionment with the Conservative Gov
ernment has not been translated into 

tional two-party system, creating new 
tensions for which the USA has no 
appropriate shock-absorbers. In France, 
they know not what wi l l follow the 
aged de Gaulle. In Germany and 
Italy, the classic economic crisis takes 
shape. 

Further Reforms in Marxism 
The USSR, still the focal point of 

the communist world, senses this as 
the moment of opportunity. Khrush-
chovism is retired. It has played its 
historical role. Now, the post-revolu
tion managers and technocrats hoist 
themselves into the saddle. They will 
plan to raise the prestige and power 
of the communist world by undertak
ing further reforms in Marxist theory 
and practice, reforms which take note 
of the realities of the new age. Sharp 
differences within the communist 
movement are likely to continue, but 
the aggressive quality of the debate 
wil l change now as China is persuaded 
to give up the ways of the outlaw 
and is admitted into the Embryonic 
policy-making councils of the world. 

The bitter struggle of the ideological 
groups within the communist world 

enthusiasm for the Labour Party. The 
restless dissatisfaction of the voters, 
reflected particularly in the resounding 
defeat of number of Tory Ministers and 
an increased Liberal vote, did not make 
them all turn to the Labour Party. 

Fall in Tory Vote 
The proportion of the vote cast for 

the Conservatives was only 43.4 per 
cent—a fall of 6 per cent since 1959. 
A l l the support that the Tories had 
gained in 1951, 1955, and 1959 has 
been whittled away in 1964. Indeed, 
the 6 per cent fall since 1959 is the 
biggest decline in support any Party 
has suffered at an Election since 1945. 

At the same time, the Labour Party 
has no cause to be complacent about 
its own poll. It is possible that the 
evening rain on polling day prevented 
a number of Labour supporters from 
going down to register their votes, but 
the fact remains that the Labour Party 
received only 44.1 per cent of the total 
vote. This proportion is almost identi
cal with the votes cast for them at the 
1959 Election and is the second smallest 
proportion of the vote the Party has 
got at any post-war election. This re
sult is particularly disappointing in 

cannot but continue so long as dogma 
distorts methodology. Only when it 
is realised that the arrival of the so
cialist age demands the formulation of 
new concepts regarding Party and State 
organisation wi l l the brutalities of 
communist practice be ended. And 
this maturity wil l be made possible 
when the post-Stalin generation of 
communists emerges as the main force. 
Unti l then, we must expect sudden, 
and apparently inexplicable, upsets in 
the communist world. 

Keeping this general background in 
mind, and conscious that the trends 
unleashed by Khrushchov can only be 
'sugared' for dogmatists and sectarians, 
not reversed, India has no reason to 
become panicky. The USSR wi l l 
continue to value Indian friendship. 
A more responsible China will perhaps 
emerge from the present fluid situa
tion. The western powers, caught 
within their own crises, wi l l also see 
the need for support in South Asia. 
But, and this is important, India can-
not conduct herself with a primitive 
ad hocism. We have to view the new 
trends in an historical perspective. 
Who wil l trigger this thinking? 

view of the fact that a year and a half 
ago, according to the Opinion Polls, 
Labour had a bigger majority over the 
Conservatives than any Party has en
joyed over its rivals since the start, a 
quarter of a century ago, of Opinion 
Polls in the U K. This brings out. only 
too sharply the fact that there still is, 
among the British electorate, a deep-
seated distrust of the Labour Party, 
and while before the election people 
flirt with the idea of voting for Labour 
as a protest against the Conservatives, 
when it comes to actually choosing the 
Government the rival parties are able 
to exploit this distrust and votes, which 
looked as if they might go to Labour 
in protest, are, in the event, held back. 

One of the striking features of this 
Election was the large Liberal poll 
which was over three million—the 
highest for 35 years. This poll, which 
was one-quarter the size of Labour's, 
was, one is forced to believe, a reflec
tion not only of dislike for the Con
servatives, but distrust for the Labour 
Party as, well. 

Another interesting feature of the 
elections is that the Tories had based 
their hopes of victory on the theme of 
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