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Capital View 

The Drift and Its Character 
Romesh Thapar 

WHAT 'view' can one have of ma
jor matters when the Capital is 

threatened by a water supply heavily 
polluted by sullage, when flooded rivers, 
swollen drains and breached bunds 
have created a flood problem the like 
of which we have not known for a 
long time, when the electric supply is 
switched on and off as if children have 
taken over the controls, and when it 
is common knowledge that so much 
of this crisis is man-made, rooted in 
lethargy and in our incapacity to plan 
for these kinds of emergencies? The 
indignation is widespread, but, as al
ways, there is little else. 

Nevertheless, things are happening 
which have relevance beyond the im
mediate problems of living. The incipi
ent anti-Nehruism of a faction which 
was rather vociferous during the recent 
AICC session in Delhi received a fitt
ing reply at the extremely well-attend
ed convention of Congress workers 
organised by K D Malaviya and ad
dressed by various party leaders, in
cluding Kamaraj. The intervention by 
Indira Gandhi was especially spirited 
and to the point. She attacked the 
general drift in the party, the loose talk 
of modifying the objectives of our plan
ning strategy, and urged members to 
act against those who were a liability 
to the organisation. 

Daily, the evidence collects that 
there is a deep stirring taking place at 
the base of the Congress Party. The 
ranks, and more so those active in the 
field, are tiring of the interminable 
quarrels of the leadership for office and 
patronage and are anxiously searching 
for a properly spelt-out programme 
which galvanises the party and reduces 
its present dependence on cynical fac
tion leaders and political fixers. 

However, it still remains to be seen 
whether the ruling party can throw up 
enough men to canalise these trends, 
particularly at the State level. At the 
moment, there is a marked lack of ideo
logical ballast among those who are 
active—the reflection of an age when 
Jawaharlal Nehru was relied upon to 
do the thinking and to plan the action. 

In this connection, the new-found 
respect of the Swatantra Party leader
ship for the Shastri Government has 
been carefully noted. So, too, the reluc
tance of the Jan Sangh to mount an 
offensive on a hard-pressed administra
tion. In this climate, the careful efforts 
of the R S S and Golwalker to 'enter' 

the Congress also do not spark the 
angry reaction which one would have 
expected. And a host of periphiral-
publicists are heard in explosive silence 
as they speak expensively of moves to 
hand over Kashmir to Pakistan and to 
change various domestic and foreign 
policies before the next election. It 
certainly appears as if a more united 
Right is exploiting the present drift to 
infiltrate the ruling party even as the 
divided Left divides itself further. 

Some Improvement 
In certain spheres, however, it would 

appear that there has been some im
provement in our conditions. Prepara
tions are well advanced for our parti
cipation in the non-aligned conference 
early in October; not only has Foreign 
Minister Swaran Singh made personal 
contact with our neighbours, but 
Foreign Office representatives have 
been busy in Asia and Africa mobilising 
support for the positions we would like 
to adopt. 

Our Defence Ministry Mission led by 
Y B Chavan has just completed highly 
successful negotiations for the purchase 
of supersonic fighters, ground-to-air 
missiles, light tanks and naval craft 
from the Soviet Union; now President 
Radhakrishnan is being feted in the 
USSR in such manner as to make clear 
to the world that relations between 
Moscow and Delhi are as warm and 
cordial as ever. 

At the same time, the US Govern
ment has expressed its willingness to 
assist in the manufacture of supersonic 
aircraft at Bangalore. Not bad. Under
developed India, still hopelessly depen
dent on PL 480 food, appears to have 
negotiated herself into two aircraft 
manufacturing plants! 

Read against the pro-Indian views of 
Hubert Humphrey, the US Democratic 
Party's vice-presidential candidate, 
these developments could convince 
many an optimist that India is after 
all becoming the point of disengage
ment between the two major powers. 

These encouraging surface signs help 
to underline a development which we 
in the Capital are taking increasing 
note of — that India's international 
position, so much damaged by Peking's 
adventurist postures against us, has im
proved considerably during the past 
year (even though we have not done 
anything to help the processl) The 
great new test wi l l be the non-aligned 

conference to be held in Cairo. Does 
Prime Minister Shastri realize the need 
for asserting well thought out indepen
dent, dynamic attitudes at this gather
ing? The question is pertinent, for we 
seem to be as vague and indecisive in 
foreign affairs as we are in domestic 
matters—a flabbiness which Swaran 
Singh has yet to cure. 

The crucial, conditioning policy 
plank should be to inject into the con
cept of non-alignment a credo of action. 
There is general agreement over this, 
the only dissenters being those who 
would adopt an isolationist position. 
But what would an action programme 
for the non-aligned amount to? A num
ber of relevant ideas have been ex
pressed. 

* Action to establish some kind of 
acceptable consultative machinery 
which would address itself to the 
tensions and conflicts within the 
non-aligned world, situations 
which threaten international peace 
and make the region vulnerable to 
the intrigues of the committed. 

* Action to organise a permanent 
economic commission of the non-
aligned to encourage mutually-
beneficial trade and growth within 
the area and to safeguard the in
terests of the under-developed 
against the developed. 

* Action to ensure constant, and ful
ler communication between the 
non-aligned, action which helps to 
research understanding among 
them and builds general harmony. 

Obviously, India should be the most 
active in sponsoring an action pro
gramme. At the most opportunist level, 
such a programme would serve her pre
sent interests. But the truth is that we 
are content to meander, this way and 
that, in the hope that such flexibility 
saves us a lot of embarrassment. In the 
process, we lose our catalytic role. If 
we refuse the opportunity offered by 
the conference in Cairo to rally the 
non-aligned world, and to give it a po
sitive direction, a series of diplomatic 
retreats and withdrawals from crucial 
foreign policy positions wi l l become in
evitable — for our foreign policy can
not continue for ever in its present 
amorphous shape. 

In an imperceptible sort of way 
Parliament is beginning to reflect the 
disquiet in the country over the lack of 
a determined effort to evolve a policy. 
The old anti-Nehru stalwarts would 
give the Shastri government time to 
'adjust', but by and large, on the Right 
and on the Left, the demand is for de
cision. This trend is healthy and should 
be encouraged, not explained away 
with excuses of doubtful validity. 




