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WE are too near to him to be able 
to assess Nehru, for one cannot 

judge the height of a Himalayan peak 
unless one moves away far back to 
the foothills. It is by the imprint 
that he leaves behind and the impact 
that his thoughts and actions produce 
on the people of the present and 
succeeding generations that a historical 
figure like Nehru can be judged. Any 
assessment, viewed in this light, must 
be premature. How can one say today 
how much of Nehru will endure ? 

Perhaps hustled into contributing to 
the 'After Nehru' section of this Num
ber, which it was decided in advance 
would be its main theme, several 
contributors have thrown caution to 
the winds and have spoken out, some 
boldly and some with reservations, but 
none with tongue in the cheek. 
The outcome is surprising, almost 
breathtaking. Almost all are agreed 
that Nehru's achievements and the 

Nehru Era 
country's actual progress during his 
period of office have been nothing 
much, if not disappointing. Why has 
it been so ? Why have his achieve
ments fallen so short of his own aspi
rations, and the country's expectations? 
No one denies Nehru either his 
love for his country or his inspiring 

vision of its future. Did he fail to 
communicate, enthuse and carry the 
people with him ? That would indeed 
be a fatal shortcoming in a leader of 
his stature. For, aren't leaders expect
ed to mould men of clay into heroes, 
raise them from the dust, give them 
self-respect and confidence ? That he 
certainly did, for Nehru's popularity 
with the people, his capacity to draw 
multitudes and hold them spell-bound 
by his speeches, not even his severest 
critic wil l deny. 

Even so, the secret of Nehru's appeal 
to the masses, remained a mystery to 

the end. True, there was the halo of 
the prince charming, turned overnight 
into the grandeur and majesty of the 
shahenshah. He could electrify the 
people, make them hold their head high 
and look the world in the face. Was 
not their Jawaharlal held in the high
est esteem among the peoples across 
the seas ? Wasn't he feted and given 
a regal welcome in every capital in 
the world ? Didn't his voice reach to 
the ends of the earth, and his counsel 
sought and acted upon by the 
mightiest of nations? 

That was all true, but look at the 
other side. Aristocratic and aloof  
Nehru could be a hero for them, but 
how could the Indian people take to 
their heart one who professed to be 
godless, who openly declared his lack 
of faith in religion and who, in his 
dress, speech and demeanour, was so 
distant from them arid so far apart? 
Did the people then hold him in awe ? 


