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The Succession and the South 
W H A T E V E R may have been the 

unseemly scenes behind the 
khadi curtain, the succession was re
markably speedy and smooth. It dis
played a maturi ty and capacity for 
action which again belied the gloom 
of commentators, of the most varied 
opinions, that wi th Nehru the Cong
ress leadership had exhausted its cap
acity for init iat ive and courage. Its 
splendour and its imaginative vision 
were reduced by the loss of a man of 
the truest poetic piety, but not the 
abil i ty to hold on to the course and 
to keep India going. 

South Dominates 

Instinct or wisdom, put it whichever 
way you like, Nehru's choice of Kama-
raj as the Congress President and his 
adoption of the Kamaraj Plan to res
tore the balance which had ti l ted to 
the Right, fol lowing the Chinese ag
gression, has stood India in good stead 
in these days of national shock. A col
lective leadership has evolved with 
power, grit and a certain ruthtessness. 
It is only such a leadership that could 
have had the sense, the courage and 
the callousness to cut Morarji down to 
size and to produce a continuation 
Cabinet. 

An interesting feature of this collec
tive leadership is the sizeable southern 
component wi th in it. Kamaraj is, of 
course, the clearest indication of the 
fact, that India is no longer Uttar Pra
desh. But the emergence of Sanjeeva 
Reddy to a position of national emi
nence is, in a way, even more signi
ficant. The Congress President would 
have, in any situation or location, pre
sented a formidable focus of power. 
But the Andhra Congress leader's 
achievement is more the tr iumph of a 
trend rather than the success of a 
gifted individual. 

Sanjeeva Reddy is a politician at 
a distinctly provincial or, perhaps, even 
petty level. He is quite sincere when 
he says that he feels thoroughly out 
of place in the somewhat rarefied at
mosphere of the national capi ta l He is 
most at home "managing" the dis-
tr ict leaders, arranging Zil la Parishad 
chairmen, transferring recalcitrant offi
cials and pricking the pretensions of 
any of his followers who may think in 
terms of coming near str ik ing dis
tance of leadership. 

He has his roots in the poor district 
of Anantapur, in the proverbially im
poverished Rayalseema region of An-
dhra, and in the r ich peasant-eum-
small landlord strata of that district. 
On instinctive and pragmatic grounds 
he has an aversion for the really big 
tycoons like the Birlas and the Tatas 
— n o r did he hide his feelings about 
the rich and their parsimony at the 
height of the national emergency. But 
he does not at ail mind the company 
of the burgeoning bourgeoisie of A n 
dhra or the slightly smaller national 
businessmen like the Somanis. He 
lacks the political education and the 
intellectual stamina to be either for 
or against the public sector, though 
one of his last acts as Chief Minister 
was to denationalise the Rajahmundry 
Paper Mil ls. Yet he is not averse to 
learning and his pragmatism may well 
make him receptive to the reality of 
Indian politics at the national level, 
where policy issues cannot be so easily 
evaded as at the manipulative level of 
the Stales. 

The Tirupati Group 

It was such a man. that Kamaraj has 
chosen for his chief lieutenant, at 
least as far as the South is concerned. 
He figures as No 2 in what has come 
to be called the Tirupati Group, where 
the Venkateswara temple looks quite 
snugly down at the conclaves which 
regularly take place of the leading 
Southern Congress leaders, frequently 
joined in by Atulya Ghosh. It is sig
nificant that Kamaraj has not shown 
the same benevolence towards either 
Sankar of Kerala or Nijalingappa of 
Mysore, who have not demonstrated 
the same ruthless strength of San
jeeva Redely in building and maintain
ing a ruling faction. 

This abil i ty to control the apparatus 
seems to be the chief distinction of 
the luminaries of the now collective 
leadership. Yet this control should not 
be interpreted purely in terms of per
sonality power or mere fortuitous cir
cumstances causing some people to 
conglomerate. Personality and cir
cumstances certainly do count a great 
deal but the decisive factors seem to 
be roots in the village rich and in the 
emergent bourgeoisie together with a 
general commitment to the basic out
lines of national policy as it has evolv
ed today. 

The accession of strength to the 
South is, perhaps, a reflection of the 
fact that, with the end of Nehru and 
his enormous strength which could 
compel the sticking to the course of 
national policy, it has become impor
tant for these forces to be more dir
ectly represented at the focal point 
of power in India. 

More Representative of India 

Here, a generalisation has to be 
hazarded with all the risks and lack 
of hedging that rashness impels. The 
South, in a sense, represents the more 
normal course of Indian development 
with a stronger feel both for con
t inuity and centrality. The develop
ment of capitalism has certainly en
gulfed the South, with all its ramifi
cations. But it is, surely, a striking 
fact calling for deep study, that none 
of the monopoly capitalists of India 
have their roots in the South, though 
their tentacles have certainly spread 
there. At the same time the South 
is not the semi-feudal wasteland of 
Rajasthan or Madhya Pradesh. This 
avoidance of the two extremes of 
modern and mediaeval reaction by the 
South has important political reper
cussions and w i l l have even more im
portant political implications for the 
whole of India. 

It can hardly be fortuitous either 
that, the mercurial middle-class of 
West Bengal apart, the strongest bases 
of the Communist Party are also to be 
found in Kerala and Andhra, where 
the decisive battle of the Communist 
divide wi l l be fought out. If India is 
to grow for a further period along the 
Nehru track, an essential factor wi l l 
be the need for a powerful Communist 
Party wi th a dual approach, a love-
hate relationship to the Congress. It 
is l ikely, again, that it wi l l he in the 
South that, this pattern wi l l be the 
most pronounced and ful l of potent ia l 

The South has sorrowed for Nehru 
in a manner which even the most 
ardent devotee would not have ex
pected. The remarkable crowds at 
the immersion ceremony were a testi
mony to this. In the midst of this 
sorrow there comes relief that the 
succession should guarantee continui
ty. And even some pride that the 
South has had a good hand in this 
guarantee. 
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