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BY the end of next week Nehru's ashes, scattered from the air, would 
have mingled with the dust and soil of India, as he had wanted them 

to, and Lal Bahadur Shastri, unanimously chosen as his successor, would be 
sworn in as the Prime Minister and the composition of his Cabinet annonnc-
ed. That the Congress leaders could avoid an open contest and reach a 
consensus on Nehru's successor brought much solace to a grief-stricken 
people. Lal Bahadur lost no time in pledging himself to pursue the policies 
of the departed leader. "Socialism", he declared, "is our objective, our po
licies are already defined and enunciated. What is needed is proper and 
quicker implementation". There could be no better choice. Except perhaps 
Indira Gandhi, there can be little doubt that, among the possible contend 
ers, he is the rightful heir of Pandit Nehru. 

Lal Bahadur is not cast in the mould of heroes. But if the Congress 
leaders genuinely accept, without any mental reservation, the principle of 
collective leadership, on which Kamaraj is reported to have secured agree
ment. Lal Bahadur is the fit person to head such a team. Gandhiji and Pan 
dit Nehru were more than life-size; we have now to do with life-size men, 
able though they may be. Shastri has all the right qualities for the purpose 
and is ideally suited to be primus inter pan's. But continuity of policies and 
pursuit without interruption of all that the Nehru Government stood for w i l l 
not depend on him alone. To say this is not to question his loyalty to 
Nehru's ideals, nor his integrity. His ability to keep to the narrow and strait 
path wi l l depend on the team he has to work wi th . That team has to be 
homogenous and cohesive. Nehru could keep together and under control 
dissentient elements and incompatible personalities who were both strong 
and politically powerful. But he was more than life size, which Lal Baha
dur is definitely not. Indeed it could be difficult to imagine a greater con-
irasi in physique, personality or background. But where Shastri scores 
over others is in his capacity to handle people, his steadfastness of purpose, 
and his wonderful tact. He is accommodating and may not hesitate to 
stoop to conquer. With a disparate team, he wi l l be in a quandary and i n 
effective in a Cabinet which lacks homogeneity and unity of outlook w i t h 
out which it cannot work smoothly. 

The sense of relief, therefore, which people felt on Lal Bahadur's elec
tion without an open contest wi l l be short-lived and may altogether vanish, 
if the Cabinet he choses is too disparate and unwieldy, instead of being 
compact and homogenous. There are ugly premonitions that it may be so, 
If it is Kamaraj's hand which is behind the throne, how can Kamaraj, who 
built up his political reputation on the compactness of his government in 
his home State be a party to foisting an unwieldy and unmanageable Cabi
net on Lal Bahadur? One of Shastri's first pronouncements on being elected 
leader was that the Cabinet w i l l have to be larger, as if w i l l have to accom
modate various regional interests. There is distinctly an ominous ring 
about it and the prospects of Shastriji getting a fair start do not appear 
any brighter when the screen cloaking the consensus, so adroitly secured by 
Congress President Kamaraj, is removed. What price wi l l Shastriji have 
to pay those who made it possible for his selection to be uncontested? 
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