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to the country today of strengthening 
that consolidation and integration, the 
foundations of which have been laid 
so firmly and t ruly . 

The success of the Plan and the 
chances of a better life for the vast 
majority of the people, however, would 
be jeopardised equally by communal 
discord at home and disturbance of 
peace on the frontiers. That is why 
India has such a high stake as much 
in the maintenance of secularism as 
in that of peace. These are the lega
cies of Nehru which the people of 
India must cherish and preserve—eco
nomic development, non-alignment and 
secularism, and above all , the mainte 
nance of the democratic values to 
emancipate their spirit, to make their 
minds free and to uphold the decen
cies of life. 

How much of the things that Nehru 
stood for w i l l endure? How deep w i l l 
be his influence on the people of I n 
dia and for how long? What impact 
w i l l Nehru continue to have on the 
rest of the world? The second is easi
er to answer or speculate upon than the 
first. In h i m the suppressed people of 
the world found a voice, the newly 
emerged but under-developed coun
tries found a hero and an ideal to 
emulate. Nehru not only widened the 
minds of his own countrymen and led 
the Indian National Congress to ex
plore the wider horizons of wor ld 
politics and get it firmly committed 
to the 'No War Resolution' in the 
inter-war period, it was his policy of 
non-alignment which brought together 
the new, emergent nations into the 
same camp and extricated them from 
the meshes of the enveloping cold war. 
That policy has been vindicated and 
has been gaining more and more 
adherents. 

One can understand why the nations 
which have recently won their freedom 
or who are s t i l l struggling for it 
should be attracted to Nehru. After 
all he was the champion of their 
cause. But surprisingly, it is not 
among the suppressed people that 
Nehru had his most devoted followers. 
He has just as many, perhaps more, 
among the "free" peoples who are 
caught in the web of circumstance, 
feel the clutches of blood thirsty stu
pidi ty and murderous falsehood, and 
to whom Nehru appeared as an em-
ancipator, as the man who showed 
the way to freedom from fear, and a 
way out from the threat of war, 
which has always been present and 
never far. That is why Nehru's pass
ing away is being mourned by so 

many people in so many countries of 
the wor ld . 

But how deeply has he affected his 
own people, how enduring would be 
his influence? This is more than one 
can say today. For Nehru's fantastic 
popularity in his own country has al
ways been an enigma that has not been 
adequately explained. Yes, there was 
the early image of the prince charm
ing who renounced the world to bring 
succour to his people; then the heroic 
fighter who knew no fear and jumped 
into the fray; the world figure who 
commanded the respect of those who 
only a l i t t le while ago had stood aloof 
from them in disdain and had treated 
them like dir t . 

Nehru had given them courage and 
confidence. He knew what was best 
for them even though they might not 

understand in accept Without reser-
vation the Absence in their i d o l of 
the things they held dear, the tradi
t ional religious observances, and sup
port to the sanctified social practices. 
They had been overwhelmed but had 
they been genuinely converted? H o w 
much of the values that Nehru stood 
for could they call their own? For the 
intellectuals, however, Nehru's appeal 
raises no question. But India has 
known in the past outstanding figures 
who had transformed an age and whom 
the people had come to accept as the 
incarnation of God. That miracle can 
certainly be repeated, aided as it w i l l 
be, by all the material forces working 
for this transformation. The light has 
not gone out. It may flicker and wane, 
but i t w i l l burn all the brighter with-
so much of fuel to feed i t . 
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Split and Splinters 
W H E N the atom is split, the legend 

runs, awesome bursts of energy 
are generated. So far, however, the 
splitting of Communist particles has 
not produced a commensurate volume of 
militancy except between Communists, 
but, in case the deluge is pending, it 
is as well to watch the progress of the 
far-flung struggle among the seventy 
five 'fraternal' non-governing Commu
nist Parties of the world . 

The strain, for fairly obvious reasons, 
is at a maximum in the developing 
countries, but even so there are signs 
that controversy has not been com
pletely eliminated by the Cold War 
deprivations in European parties. Even 
in the Brit ish uni t , a notoriously 'dis
ciplined1 cadre, last November produc 
ed a group of fourteen dissenters who 
are now busy relaying Chinese propa
ganda although not so far creating a 
separate party organisation. Small 
groups sympathetic to the Chinese case 
have appeared in the Swiss and exiled 
Spanish parties. The Belgians have 
split (the Left is the CP of B, and the 
Right the BCP), and the Maoist gather
ed around the paper The People's 
Voice. In February, the Austrians ex
pelled a Maoist group which has now 
formed a new party and expanded the 
major European organ of 'the China-
Albania opposition' which is under 
their direction, The Red Ftag. The two 
major European parties outside the 
Eastern Bloc have also had troubles, 
but being so much larger, have more 
easily been able to suggest the relative 
insignificance of their oppositions. 

There was much crit icism of the lead 

ership last year in the French Party, 
particularly after the rebellions in the 
student organisation, and this perco
lated into L'Humanite last August. The 
opposition is not solely pro-Peking — 
the Maoist faction has most recently 
coalesced round the organ Le Commu-
niste, but there has for a number of 
years been four or five other opposi
t ion tendencies, as might be expected 
in the stronghold of Thorez Stalinism. 
Most recently, Thorez has been trans 
lated into the newly created post of 
Party Chairman, and succeeded at long 
last as General Secretary by Waldeck-
Rochet; in addition, many top posts 
have been reshuffled, and some 25 of 
the 93 Central Committee members 
and alternates are new men, which sug
gests that after such a long period of 
frozen immobil i ty , the French Party is 
beginning to emerge from its Arct ic , 
perhaps partly to tackle the dangerous 
instability of the Sino-Soviet contro
versy, but even more to prepare a 
modern face for next year's Presiden
t ia l elections. 

In Italy, the Party i s m u c h 
larger and the political situation 
much more f luid, given both the 'open
ing to the left ' Government now fair
ly firmly in the saddle (but faced w i t h 
an allegedly wage inflation) and the 
split in the Nenni Socialists, producing 
the official party that is in coalition 
in Signor Moro's Government and 
heading towards straight social-demo-
cracy, and Lelio Basso's breakaway 
left-wing, the Socialist Party of Prole
tarian U n i t y (PSIUF). Co-operating 
w i t h g left-centre Government and 
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joining forces w i t h the new PSlUP 
present counter-attractions to both 
Communist Right and Left. There have 
been expulsions in the Padua unit for 
Trotskyism (the Fourth International 
has long been active inside the PCI), 
and a minor purge in the youth orga
nisation; Lombardy members castigat
ed Togliatti 's 'parliamentarism', but in 
general the pro-Peking members have 
lain doggo and not organised much of 
an active formal opposition. But, that 
they exist and could be important must 
be very clear to Togliatt i who agrees 
entirely w i t h the Russian position, 
f rom his consistent opposition to spel
l ing out the split in definitive and i r 
revocable detail and to holding a world 
conference to excommunicate China. 

Outside Europe, information is more 
scanty. In Australia, the left has now 
established a new party, 'the Australi
an Marxist-Leninists'. New Zealand 
succeeded in February in expelling two 
pro-China members, but it was clear 
then that probably a majority of the 
party supported Peking — an impres
sion partially confirmed by the t r ium
phant reception the Chinese recently 
gave the New Zealand party leader 
and his subsequent statements. In Ja 
pan, after expelling between a th i rd 
and a quarter of the membership, the 
official party has stated its support for 
Peking. Malaya, Thailand (in exile, in 
China) and Iraq are said to have opted 
for China. Indonesia as a State is cur
rently supporting China international 
ly so it is not surprising that the P K I 
should also be doing so — more, one 
suspects, for reasons of Sukarno's 
foreign policy than any deep ideologi
cal or revolutionary commitment. Bur 
ma is much as it was before, Nepal 
is said to have a small left faction, 
and the current phase of the Indian 
party is too well-known to recite. Cey
lon is a special case, given the existence 
of one of the few Trotskyist parties in 
the wor ld . Trotskyists are by no 
stretch of terminology Stalinists but 
they are for wor ld revolution — yet 
both Russia and China call each other 
Trotskyist when they want to be par
ticularly nasty, which reveals nothing 
except the awesome ignorance of both 
sides. The left has been expelled in 
Ceylon, and, defying the Central Com 
mittee, summoned a Party Congress. 
There was an open physical fight at 
the last trade union annual session be-
fore the Left assumed full control of 
the trade unions and founded under 
Sarunugathauan and Premlal Kumarasn 
the 'Ceylon Communist Party'. 

Of the thirteen known parties in 
Africa, s o m e seven are said to favour 

Russia (including the Maghreb parties, 
Basutoland, South Africa and Senegal) 
but these are relatively insignificant 
entities at the moment. After Khrush
chev's visit to Egypt, he has aligned 
the Egyptian party (kindly released 
from gaol by President Nasser) behind 
Nasser and, presumably, Moscow (the 
ECP now being in a somewhat simi
lar position, relative size and signific
ance apart, to the P K I in Indonesia). 
Finally, a l l the twenty-two Latin Ame
rican parties are said to be officially 
behind Moscow except Peru where the 
Left has, as rarely elsewhere, succeed
ed in capturing the Politburo. How
ever, twelve parties have significant 
pro-Chinese or, ambivalently, Fidelis 
ta fractions — in Chile, some of the 
expelled leftists have formed a new 
party, and in Brazil, where all Com
munists now after the coup have to 
be underground, the Left is credited 

w i t h a separate organisation. 

In formal party terms, Moscow has 
the overwhelming majority — one esti
mate of all Communist parties, rates 
Moscow at 73, China at 13, wi th subs
tantial China factions in 26 of Mos
cow's 73. What all this means in terms 
of practical politics w i l l take a much 
longer time to demonstrate — certain
ly, a much larger section of the actual 
membership that the party titles w i l l 
swing leftwards. In any case, w i t h anti-
Russia demonstrations in Rumania 
and student demonstrations against the 
Government in Czechoslovakia, i t is 
clear that the old straight-jacket w i l l 
fit neither side any longer. To survive 
Communists must now reactivate their 
for-too-long retired grey matter, which 
is perhaps where the real explosion of 
energy released by splitting the parti
cles w i l l be seen w i t h most dramatic 
results. 
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