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Jawaharlal Nehru 
FOR one of his ceaseless striving, restless energy, audacious daring, to die 

in bed peacefully wi thout any struggle or suffering, is too quiet an 
ending to a turbulent career. Yet the end came as a relief. For the last two 
years Pandit Nehru was not his old self. Age and infirmity had come upon 
him, dimming the tire that s t i l l burnt w i th in h im, but burnt slowly and 
smouldered instead of bursting into a white flame. The burden of office sat 
heavy on him. It was too much for him to bear. Yet he chose to die in 
harness, instead of relieving himself of the burden that was wearing h im 
down. That again was characteristic of the man. To strive, to seek, to 
challenge destiny, to go on righting however heavy the odds and never to 
yield — that is how he wanted to live, and that is how he died. 

The reason why he could not lay down his burden was his complete and 
utter commitment to the tasks that s t i l l remained unaccomplished. Gandhiji 
had raised the Indian people from the dust and given them dignity. It had 
been left to Jawaharlal to set them firmly on the path to a life and society 
worthy of human beings, to the attainment of a social order of material 
prosperity equitably shared, which would be firmly based on democratic 
values — and in which the mind would be free, head high, common decen
cies preserved and every man. woman and child assured of the min imum 
conditions of full development and a good life. That was perhaps not to be 
achieved in his own lifetime, but the immediate tasks on hand that he had 
to complete were the establishment of Indo-Pakistan amity in order to make 
the future of secularism safe and to turn the thaw on the Indo-China border 
into an agreed and negotiated settlement of the border dispute w i t h China. 
For the latter, he had only thrown out a tentative feeler but on accord wi th 
Pakistan, the possibility of some progress, through a solution of the Kashmir 
dispute, had been opened up through Sheikh Abdul lah acting as a peace 
emissary. 

After Nehru what and who after Nehru? These are two parts of the 
same question which has often been asked. The answers are no longer sub
ject matter of speculation — they never were, really, at least not in the re-
Cent past. They would be forthcoming day by day. Nehru's adamant refusal 
to name his successor is no longer misinterpreted. Over the past few years, 
and especially since his health began to decline, Nehru had increasingly 
yielded more and more to his colleagues and to the party, yielded gently 
perhaps in order to carry them and the country w i t h h im and of late yielded 
in order that the democratic forces should be free to work unhindered. W i t h 
the men to follow comes the question of the tasks that Nehru has left be
hind. The main focus is on the maintenance of the democratic set up, the 
future of the Plan, of the country holding together and India's foreign re
lations, especially w i th the neighbouring countries. A l l these are interrelated, 
Nehru's and India's attitude to the Plan has al l along been pragmatic and 
not doctrinaire. This leaves considerable scope for flexibility and necessary 
adjustments to absorb successfully the shock and strains to which the Plan 
may be exposed. The hard core of i t , hawever is the difficult decisions at 
the political level which must be taken and taken without reservation and 
implemented wi th determination. The uninterrupted progress and impleman-
tation of the Plan are at once the most profitable and imperative means open 
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to the country today of strengthening 
that consolidation and integration, the 
foundations of which have been laid 
so firmly and t ruly . 

The success of the Plan and the 
chances of a better life for the vast 
majority of the people, however, would 
be jeopardised equally by communal 
discord at home and disturbance of 
peace on the frontiers. That is why 
India has such a high stake as much 
in the maintenance of secularism as 
in that of peace. These are the lega
cies of Nehru which the people of 
India must cherish and preserve—eco
nomic development, non-alignment and 
secularism, and above all , the mainte 
nance of the democratic values to 
emancipate their spirit, to make their 
minds free and to uphold the decen
cies of life. 

How much of the things that Nehru 
stood for w i l l endure? How deep w i l l 
be his influence on the people of I n 
dia and for how long? What impact 
w i l l Nehru continue to have on the 
rest of the world? The second is easi
er to answer or speculate upon than the 
first. In h i m the suppressed people of 
the world found a voice, the newly 
emerged but under-developed coun
tries found a hero and an ideal to 
emulate. Nehru not only widened the 
minds of his own countrymen and led 
the Indian National Congress to ex
plore the wider horizons of wor ld 
politics and get it firmly committed 
to the 'No War Resolution' in the 
inter-war period, it was his policy of 
non-alignment which brought together 
the new, emergent nations into the 
same camp and extricated them from 
the meshes of the enveloping cold war. 
That policy has been vindicated and 
has been gaining more and more 
adherents. 

One can understand why the nations 
which have recently won their freedom 
or who are s t i l l struggling for it 
should be attracted to Nehru. After 
all he was the champion of their 
cause. But surprisingly, it is not 
among the suppressed people that 
Nehru had his most devoted followers. 
He has just as many, perhaps more, 
among the "free" peoples who are 
caught in the web of circumstance, 
feel the clutches of blood thirsty stu
pidi ty and murderous falsehood, and 
to whom Nehru appeared as an em-
ancipator, as the man who showed 
the way to freedom from fear, and a 
way out from the threat of war, 
which has always been present and 
never far. That is why Nehru's pass
ing away is being mourned by so 

many people in so many countries of 
the wor ld . 

But how deeply has he affected his 
own people, how enduring would be 
his influence? This is more than one 
can say today. For Nehru's fantastic 
popularity in his own country has al
ways been an enigma that has not been 
adequately explained. Yes, there was 
the early image of the prince charm
ing who renounced the world to bring 
succour to his people; then the heroic 
fighter who knew no fear and jumped 
into the fray; the world figure who 
commanded the respect of those who 
only a l i t t le while ago had stood aloof 
from them in disdain and had treated 
them like dir t . 

Nehru had given them courage and 
confidence. He knew what was best 
for them even though they might not 

understand in accept Without reser-
vation the Absence in their i d o l of 
the things they held dear, the tradi
t ional religious observances, and sup
port to the sanctified social practices. 
They had been overwhelmed but had 
they been genuinely converted? H o w 
much of the values that Nehru stood 
for could they call their own? For the 
intellectuals, however, Nehru's appeal 
raises no question. But India has 
known in the past outstanding figures 
who had transformed an age and whom 
the people had come to accept as the 
incarnation of God. That miracle can 
certainly be repeated, aided as it w i l l 
be, by all the material forces working 
for this transformation. The light has 
not gone out. It may flicker and wane, 
but i t w i l l burn all the brighter with-
so much of fuel to feed i t . 
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Split and Splinters 
W H E N the atom is split, the legend 

runs, awesome bursts of energy 
are generated. So far, however, the 
splitting of Communist particles has 
not produced a commensurate volume of 
militancy except between Communists, 
but, in case the deluge is pending, it 
is as well to watch the progress of the 
far-flung struggle among the seventy 
five 'fraternal' non-governing Commu
nist Parties of the world . 

The strain, for fairly obvious reasons, 
is at a maximum in the developing 
countries, but even so there are signs 
that controversy has not been com
pletely eliminated by the Cold War 
deprivations in European parties. Even 
in the Brit ish uni t , a notoriously 'dis
ciplined1 cadre, last November produc 
ed a group of fourteen dissenters who 
are now busy relaying Chinese propa
ganda although not so far creating a 
separate party organisation. Small 
groups sympathetic to the Chinese case 
have appeared in the Swiss and exiled 
Spanish parties. The Belgians have 
split (the Left is the CP of B, and the 
Right the BCP), and the Maoist gather
ed around the paper The People's 
Voice. In February, the Austrians ex
pelled a Maoist group which has now 
formed a new party and expanded the 
major European organ of 'the China-
Albania opposition' which is under 
their direction, The Red Ftag. The two 
major European parties outside the 
Eastern Bloc have also had troubles, 
but being so much larger, have more 
easily been able to suggest the relative 
insignificance of their oppositions. 

There was much crit icism of the lead 

ership last year in the French Party, 
particularly after the rebellions in the 
student organisation, and this perco
lated into L'Humanite last August. The 
opposition is not solely pro-Peking — 
the Maoist faction has most recently 
coalesced round the organ Le Commu-
niste, but there has for a number of 
years been four or five other opposi
t ion tendencies, as might be expected 
in the stronghold of Thorez Stalinism. 
Most recently, Thorez has been trans 
lated into the newly created post of 
Party Chairman, and succeeded at long 
last as General Secretary by Waldeck-
Rochet; in addition, many top posts 
have been reshuffled, and some 25 of 
the 93 Central Committee members 
and alternates are new men, which sug
gests that after such a long period of 
frozen immobil i ty , the French Party is 
beginning to emerge from its Arct ic , 
perhaps partly to tackle the dangerous 
instability of the Sino-Soviet contro
versy, but even more to prepare a 
modern face for next year's Presiden
t ia l elections. 

In Italy, the Party i s m u c h 
larger and the political situation 
much more f luid, given both the 'open
ing to the left ' Government now fair
ly firmly in the saddle (but faced w i t h 
an allegedly wage inflation) and the 
split in the Nenni Socialists, producing 
the official party that is in coalition 
in Signor Moro's Government and 
heading towards straight social-demo-
cracy, and Lelio Basso's breakaway 
left-wing, the Socialist Party of Prole
tarian U n i t y (PSIUF). Co-operating 
w i t h g left-centre Government and 


