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changes in the Brussels agreement 
and It seems unl ike ly , therefore, 
that the f inal terms w i l l provide a d 
equate safeguards, the Labour 
Par ty must oppose Br i ta in 's entry 
into the E C M . The 64 do l la r ques
tion, however, is whether minor 
modif ications and sl ight ly more 
favourable terms on matters st i l l 
pending - fo r example, details of 
compensation fo r temperate food 
producing countries and details 
and date of the comprehen
sive trade agreement to be con
cluded w i th the As ian members of 
the Commonweal th — w i l l be 
enough to persuade the Labour 
Par ty to change its m ind and accept 
that these new terms provide ad
equate safeguards and therefore, 
clear the way for Br i ta in 's entry 
into the Common Market . The 
Amer icans have now administered 
a fur ther push in the direction of 
gett ing Br i ta in into the Common 
Market . The Kennedy administ ra
tion has issued a statement saying 
that it expects Br i ta in to become a 
member of the Common Market , 
and that the whole nuclear strategy 
of N A T O depends upon this. The 
US is incl ined to agree w i th the 
view propounded by France, that 
nuclear weapons should now be 
given to the N A T O forces. This, 
however, cannot be done without 
Br i t ish membership. The state
ment goes on to add that the Br i t ish 
nuclear str ike force and weapons 
are already hopelessly out of date. 
Is this Amer ican move a way of 
t r y ing to convince the French that 
in order to get the nuclear weapons 
they require, they must be a l itt le 
bit more conci l iatory to the Br i t ish 
and find some face-saving solutions 
which w i l l permit the Br i t ish to 
jo in the Common Market , and 
c la im, at the same time, that they 
have safeguarded the interests they 
felt it was their duty to protect? 

The Br igh ton Conference was 
concerned wi th putt ing the Labour 
Par ty across as the responsib!e 
alternative Government, w i t h suffi
cient argument to substantiate the 
picture of v i ta l i ty and a robust clash 
of ideas. The theme for the Con
ference was set by Mr Ha ro ld 
Wi lson. In his opening address, he 
emphasised the challenge and op
portuni ty of the next election, and 
the reaction of the Conference to 
this certainly enhance Labour 's 
chances. 

A letter from Punjab 

Exit Tara Singh 

T H E spectacular and unexpected 
victory of the Sant group in 

the SGPC elections on October 2 
was a palace revolut ion. The Akal is 
have no longer any positive pro
gramme to offer to the Sikh masses. 
T h e Pun jab i Suba demand, what
ever its intr insic merits, is now a 
hol low slogan. Even a casual ob
server of the Punjab scene wi l l not 
f a i l to notice the widespread apathy 
of the Sikhs in part icular, and of 
the Punjabis in general, to the issue-
Rut in one sense at least it is st i l l 
alive. No Aka l i leader, whatever 
his status among the Akal is, dare, 
as yet, openly oppose the 'demand'. 
In substance. however, questions 
l ike whether the Hindus should be 
associated w i th the agitat ion for 
the Suba as the Sunt wants, or 
whether the Sikhs should 'go it 
alone', as the Master insists, are 
purely academic ones. 

But the control of the his 60 lakh 

annual budget of the SGPC is not 

an academic qmst ion . and the r ival 

factions in the Dal may be expected 

to be in dead earnest over this not 

inconsiderable sum. Struggles for 

power w i th in the Dal may, there

fore, be expected to recur, whoever 

the dramat's personae. The ab

sence of a leader l ike Tara Singh 

who he'd unquestioned sway for so 

lone w i l l only mean that the ' ta t 

tles' in future wi l l be far mote fre

quent Being devoid of any genu

ine pol i t ical content Sikh politics 

is more than ever before l ikely to 

revolve round the lucrat ive control 

of the SGPC. A revision of the 

Sikh Curdwaras Act wi th a view to 

enforc ing stricter control over the 

management of the ever-growing 

revenues of the shrines seems neces

sary. Otherwise the possible e l l ipse 

of the Akal is as a force in Pun jab 

pol i t ics w i l l only be fol lowed by 

the growth of numerous factions 

w i t h rap id ly shi f t ing loyalties and 

eves at noth ing but the SGPC 

funds. 

Tara Singh's Tactics 

Coming back to the Sant's t r i 

umph, it. establishes the l ega l i t y ' of 

his group as against Tara Singh's. 

The Sant was astute enough not to 

f o r m a l l y launch a r ival Da l . He 

maintained that it was the Master 

who was a dissident and who had 

formed a r iva l organisation. How

ever, soon af ter his defeat, Master 

Tara Singh is reported to have 

said, ' T h e Panth is always most 

active in its hour of defeat. It w i l l 

now show its vigour aga in " . Tara 

Singh does not take it to be a per

gonal defeat at a l l : instead the en

t ire Panth has been routed. The 

insistency that he and the Panth 

are one and that his opponents are 

aliens and intruders has been his 

typical at t i tude for so long that he 

now seems to be genuinely con-

vinced of it. l i e has suffered de

feats in the past. Put the latest 

one is different f rom those of the 

past in a viral sense: in the past 

his popular i ty among the Sikh 

masses was never really in doubt, 

but now he stands discredited and 

disowned In the past he could 

hops to overcome his temporary 

reverses at the lop through his hold 

over the base. But his latest reverse 

is the culminat ion of the growing 

dissatisfaction among the Sikh 

masses wi th his policies. 

One can. therefore, safely rule 
out any enthusiastic response to his 
"Pan th in Danger"' cry. The disin
tegration of the Akal is may take 
some time, but it seems inevitable. 
The exit of Master Tara Singh 
marks the beginning of a new phase 
in Pun jab poli t ies. Whether Patch 
Singh w i l l be able to keep his pro
mise of s t r iv ing for communal amity 
or not w i l l depend on his abi l i ty to 
keep his more mil i tant followers in 
check la difficult task) and the res
ponse he gets f rom non-Akal is , both 
Sikh and H indu . 
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