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M U C H I P A R A Is a Bengali term 
which means "a colony of 

cobblers". There had been a large 
settlement of cobblers in a .section 
of the constituency in old times and 
the Election Commission used this 
age-old term as a handy description 
for the constituency. There is ano
ther section of the constituency 
similarly named "Jelepara", which 
means "a colony of fishermen and 
fish-traders". These names are re 
lies of past history which in some 
parts of the constituency can be 
traced back to 150 years. Parts of 
the constituency are mentioned in 
records of old Calcutta when large 
sections of what now passes as 
Calcutta was covered with forests 
uninhabited but for wi ld animals 
and thugs. 

Being a part of old Calcutta, 
Muchipara has a large number of 
old families with roots in the loca
l i ty. "Old Calcuttans" of Muchipara 

consist of three broad groups : (a) 
Aristocratic families, whose wealth 
and power have waned but who 
still retain a considerable amount 
of prestige and influence in their 
neighbourhood, (b) two sub-castes, 
who are an integral part of Muchi
para "subarna-banik" ("traders 
in gold") and "gandha-banik"  
("traders in spices''). The very 
names of these two sub-castes are 
reminiscent of the early days of the 
East India Company. The subarna-
banik community is concentrated in 
municipal ward No 45 which is con-
tiguous to the Congress candidate's 
house, while the gandha-banik com
munity is part of ward No 30. The 
third ward is No 43 which has a 
sprinkling of members f rom both 
communities but its chief charac
teristic is an unofficial "red l ight" 
district wi th about 1.500 prostitutes 
and their dependants. 

Composition of Electorate 
Among the voters, perhaps the 

most sensitive to "bloc-pulls' or 
apoli t ical factors such as organisa
tional contacts with key members in 
these groups, etc are approxi
mately 7,000 non-Bengali residents 
of whom 4.000 are from Orissa, the 
rest from Bihar and other Hindi-
speaking areas. This group is rra 
ditionally pro-Congress, but can be 
swayed by (a) the political " wind " 
in the States they come from, (b) 
an approach by elders of the loca
lity where they come from. The 
voting behaviour of these groups 
can be swung en bloc. 

The rest of the voters' list consists 
of the Bengali middle class, white 
collar and blue collar workers, and 
a large number of shop-keepers and 
shop-employees. Four main streets 
which cut the constituency east west 
and two others which mark the 
eastern and the western boundaries 
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Muchipara. is a central Calcutta, constituency, one of 26 which form the Calcutta election area. In 
1957 the C P I-supported Leftist Front won 19 of thee, and the Congress 7. In the 1962 election the Con
gress won 14 seats and the CPl-Left 12. Muchipara is one of the 7 seats which the CPl-Left lost to the 
Congress in 1962. 

About the parly's reverses in Calcutta, the It est Bengal Council of the Communist Party candidly 
admitted that "considering Calcutta's special status and importance in Bengal, politics these defeats have 
lowered considerably our prestige and hence it will not be proper to minimise the defeat" (New Age. 
April 21. 1962). 

Special importance was attached to the de eat of the CPP-Left candidate in Muchipara by the 
Congress party as well as by the CPI Left, for a variety of reasons. 

First, it was one of the two constituencies in Calcutta where the sitting CPI-Left MLAs fought their 
1957 rivals and lost. In four other constituencies where the CPl-Left MLAs were unseated, the Congress 
had put up new candidates. New candidates from the CPl-Left and the Congress fought in the .seventh con-
stituency which the ('CPI- Left lost to the Congress. Muchipara was, besides, the only one among these seven 
constituencies where a third candidate did not stand to confuse the picture. 

Secondly, the C PL Left candidate in Muchipara had, according to all reports "nursed" his consti
tuency during 1957-62 with a care matched by few candidates in any other constituency, Jatin Chakra-
borty, the defeated candidate, had kept in continuous touch with the voters of the locality during the five 
years he was an MLA. He maintained an office in each of the three municipal wards in the constituency 
and regularly attended these offices at fixed hours in the evening. In addition, he would visit, homes on 
social calls, and in almost all community gatherings on religious and social occasions. Chakraborty was a 
familiar figure. 

In contrast. Pratap Chandra chunder, the Congress candidate, had been comparatively inactive during 
the better part of five years preceding the election. Chunder had. however, lived near the constituency since 
birth and his family is well-hum in the constituency (a main street is named after his father, who was a 
Mayor of the Calcutta Corporation ). and set he had maintained social and cultural contact with individuals and 
organizations out. of habit not so much with an eye to the general election in 1962. 

Thirdly. Jatin Chakraborty during his 5-yeur tenure had been a well-known figure in the legislature 
and outside. His performance in the legislature was extensively reported in the newspapers and among the 
Opposition speakers, he was one of the most vocal. In terms of publicity he received, to quote a prominent 
Congressman, he was second only to Jyoti Basu. the (Communist leader of the Opposition. 
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teem with big, small and medium 
sized shops. There are few build
ings on the main streets which do 
not have a shop downstairs. Besides, 
numerous alleys and sub-ways too 
have a large number of shops. The 
exact number of shops, and of their 
owners or employees is not known, 
but the Congress candidate thinks 
that shop-owners and shop-employees 
could constitute about 35 per cent 
to 40 per cent of the Bengali voters 
in the constituency. Approximately 
their number may be between 
11,000 to 15,000. 

For the purpose of the election, 
we have to take into account a sec
tion of Bengali voters who live in 
boarding houses of which there are 
quite a few perhaps because of the 
proximity of the Sealdah railway 
station. The residents of the board 
ing houses leave for their week-end 
homes by rai lway train on Satur
days or holidays returning on Mon
days or after the holidays. At a fair 
guess, the boarding house dwellers 
number between 1,500 to 2,000. As 
the election day was a holiday, it 
is possible a large number of this 
group may have "gone home" pro-
viding an opportunity for what is 
called in election parlance as "proxy 
voting" (voting by impersonation). 

Candidates and Strategy 
Muchipara is a predominantly 

Hindu constituency—there are only 
about 100 Moslem voters. Chunder. 
42, a P h D from Calcutta University, 
has a bright record. He has been an 
attorney-at-law, a lecturer in the 
Calcutta University Law College and 
in a Commercial college, and mem
ber of the Calcutta University Se
nate. He is a member of the Cen
tral Calcutta District Congress 
Committee and a writer of novels, 
plays, stories for films. He visited 
China in 1955 as a member of an 
Indian lawyers' delegation, toured 
the United States on a State Depart
ment grant in 1958 and visited 
USSR as a member of the Soviet 
Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee in 
1959. 

Chakraborty, 51, is a graduate in 
arts and law from Calcutta Univer
sity. In his college days he was a 
leading member of the A l l Bengal 
Students Association, which was 
banned by the Brit ish Government, 
and of the Students ' Radical Party. 
The Brit ish government arrested 
h im twice -- in 1932 during the civil 
disobedience movement, and in 1942 

during the "Quit Ind ia" movement. 
He has been arrested 13 times since 
independence for participation in 
political agitations, He is a 
prominent member of the Re
volutionary Socialist Party and 
was a member of the A I T U C 
and one of the secretaries of 
the BPTUC. He is now a secret
ary of the UTUC. He toured China 
in 1952 as a member of the Indian 
trade union delegation, visited U K 
next year under the Colombo Plan 
to study trade union movements, 
and toured USSR and East Europ
ean countries in 1954 as a member 
of the Indian trade union delegation 
to the W F T U Congress. He is a 
member of the governing body of 
the National Productivity Council, 
and visited Czechoslovakia and the 
USSR in 1961 as a member of an 
Indian Productivity team. 

Emphasis on Group Meeeings 

There was a greater emphasis on 
group-meetings wi th voters than in 
1957. During the last three months 
before the election each candidate 
averaged at least one meeting a day 
with groups in different localities. 
Public meetings were also held, on 
an average thrice a week, but both 
candidates seemed to have been 
aware of the greater necessity of 
the person-to-person approach. They 
paid visits to almost every home, 
sometimes accompanied by promin
ent members of the locality and 
their own workers. These visits 
were followed or preceded by the 
campaign staff who distributed cam
paign literature, gave pep' talks or 
explained the methods of voting 
with sample ballot papers. The 
Congress party however, held more 
public meetings than in 1957 when 
in most constituencies the Congress 
seemed to have been afraid of call
ing public meetings for lack of pub-
lie support. 

Personal vilification was absent 
in the campaign. Party programmes 
were criticised and reflections were 
cast on the other party's claims or 
the candidate's political personality; 
but the private life of the candid
ate was not dragged into the elec
tion campaign. This unwritten 
understanding to fight the election 
on the political plane was evident 
from the fact that the campaign 
material of both parties (posters, 
festoons, hanging signs etc) were 
often put up side by side. 

The campaign platform of Jatin 
Chakraborty could be summed up 
thus : The Congress " misdeeds " 
and his own "fearless" and "relent
less" exposoure of them. The ex
position of the anti-Congress theme 
was partly argumentative and fact
ual, partly sentimental. Dramatic 
instances of the dearth of basic 
necessities of life, such as housing, 
food, fuel, schools etc were present
ed with undertones of allegations of 
corruption in high places. In public 
meetings, the police firings on poli
tical processions under the Congress 
regime were repeatedly cited as in
stances of the "undemocratic charac
ter" of the Congress government. 
The "food agitation" in Calcutta in 
1959 when the police fired on leflist-
organized parades by students and 
peasants was cited as a prime in
stance of leftist championing of 
people's causes and Congress "betra
yal" of them. The other issues 
which figured prominently in the 
campaign were the transfer of Ber-
ubarl ( a small pocket on the West 
Bengal Border) to Pakistan and the 
riots in Assam on the issue of the 
Bengali language. 

Congress Party's Answer 
The Congress candidate's elec

tion campaign also blended 
logic with sentiment. He coun
tered the allegations against the 
Congress party's "misdeeds" by a 
quoting statistics and from speeches 
by the Soviet and Chinese commu
nist leaders. He quoted - and this 
formed part of his campaign litera
ture — from Malenkov and Khrus-
chev to show that corruption exists 
in the USSR. On complaints of 
poor housing in Calcutta, he said 
that this problem defied a quick 
solution as the density of population 
in Calcutta was much higher than 
in Delhi (about three times) or 
Bombay. He submitted comparative 
figures of housing, unemployment. 
food-prices, etc from other parts of 
the world (as opposed to the leftists' 
criticism in absolute terms). At the 
same time, he pointed out the 
achievements of the Five-Year Plans. 

The Congress campaign gave pro
minence to the police firings in 
Kerala under the communist gov
ernment as a counter-blast to the 
leftist criticism of police firings on 
political agitators in West Bengal. 
Congress speakers criticised the 
ambivalent attitude of the commu
nists on the Sino-Indian border dis-
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pute, and used this to offset leftist 
criticism of the transfer of Berubari 
to Pakistan, ("How can they com
plain about transferring a few 
square miles to Pakistan when they 
want to hand over thousands of 
square miles of Indian territory to 
China?'* was a typical question.) 
On the issue of Assam riots, the 
Congress countered by pointing to 
the suspicious activities of some 
Communist and P S P leaders in 
Assam. 

The Muchipara constituency in 
1952 had been completely different 
from what it was in 1957 and 1962. 
Only one ward of the existing con
stituency, ward 43, formed part of 
the Muchipara constituency of 1952, 
The rest, about two-thirds of the 
total area, belonged to what Is now 
known as the Vidyasagar constitu
ency where a popular communist 
candidate repeated his 1957 victory 
in the last general election. The 
main candidates in the 1952 election 
in Muchipara belonged to the Con
gress party and the leftist bloc con
sisting of the United Socialist 
Organisation (started by Sarat Bose, 
elder brother of Netaji Subhas 
Bose) and the C P I, The Congress 
candidate scraped through by a 
margin of only nine votes. Although 
the composition of the constituency 
had changed since the 1952 election 
and there was no similarity between 
the Muchipara constituency of 1952 
and the constituency of the same 
name in 1957 and 1962, the follow
ing facts about the personalities in
volved in the elections in this con
stituency over the past ten years 
throw light on the course of leftist 
politics and the fluctuating fortunes 
of leftist leaders in Calcutta. 

(i) Dhiren Bhowmick, the USO-
CPI candidate who post by the small 
margin of 9 votes in 1952, stood as 
an Independent candidate outside 
the leftist alliance in 1957, and was 
able to poll only 347 votes. 

( i i) Chunder, who won in 1962, 
had not contested the election in 
1952; but Jatin Chakraborty whose 
party, the R S P, was not part of 
the USO-CPI alliance in 1952, stood 

as the RSP candidate against the 
USO.CPI candidate, Ganesh Ghosh, 
in the neighbouring constituency of 
Belgachia where he polled only ab
out 500 votes and had his deposit 
forfeited. In other words, his fate 
in 1962 as a candidate outside the 
leftist-CPI alliance Was the same as 
that of Dhiren Bhowmick five years 
later. 

(iii) The Congress candidate who 
had won by a narrow margin in 
the Muchipara constituency In 1952, 
stood again in 1957 in the neighbour
ing Vidyasagar constituency which 
included two-thirds of the old (1952) 
Muchipara constituency. He was 
beaten by the left-CPI candidate by 
a margin of 3,421 votes. 

"Nursing" of No Effect 

A comparison of the election re
turns . of 1957 with those of 1962 
shows that the constituency has con 
(inued to remain marginal. But the 
victory of the Congress candidate is 
nonetheless significant. In 1962 the 
Congress candidate wiped out the 
deficit of 511 (by which margin he 
had been defeated in 1957) and won 
another 545 votes, thereby register
ing a gain of 1.056 votes. Thus 
Chakraborty's careful "nursing" of 
the constituency and his popularity 
as a prominent opposition legislator 
were set at naught by the Congress 
candidate. The Congress victory was 
made possible by the Congress can-
didate taking a larger share of the 
increase of 6,489 in the total votes 
polled in 1962. More people voted 
than in 1957, because both parties 
had more effective election organisa
tions and had pinned their hopes 
of victory on heavier polling. 

No conclusive statistical proof of 
the cause of the Communist reverse 
in this constituency is available; but 
there are some factual signposts to 
speculation. A comparison of elec
tion booth reports in 1957 with those 
in 1962 shows that Chakraborty 
remained strong in two wards (ward 
30 and ward 43), while Chunder 
continued to be strong in 45 which 
is contiguous to his family resid
ence. In 1957, Chakraborty won in 
wards 30 and 43 with enough mar

gin to offset the deficit in ward 45 
and to take a lead. In 1962, there 
was heavier polling, but Chakra
borty's margin of victory in wards 
30 and 43 was less and his margin 
of defeat in ward 45 bigger. 

Split Voting 
Since 1957, Chunder had stren

gthened his position among the sub-
arna-banik community. In 1958, he 
became the president of the social 
welfare organization called the 
Shanti Institute which is the social 
focus for this community in this 
area. He claims to be the first man 
outside the community to be the pre
sident of this 40-year-old organiza
tion. But although the subarna-banik 
community seemed to have support
ed Chunder in larger numbers, it 
is noteworthy that the councillor in 
the Municipal Corporation from this 
ward, a subarna-banik, is a commu
nist. He canvassed support for 
Chakraborty, but since he himself 
ran for re-election to the legislature 
from a neighbouring constituency 
where he was defeated (another 
communist debacle) he could not 
devote much time to Chakraborty's 
campaign. It appears, therefore, 
that while the subarna-banik com
munity would vote for him in the 
Calcutta Corporation election, it 
preferred Chunder to Chakraborty 
in the election to the legislature. 
Chakraborty also had a powerful 
supporter in another popular Cor
poration councillor in ward 30, who 
was a gandha-banik, an important 
community in this ward. This 
councillor belongs to the Revolution
ary Socialist Party of which Chakra
borty is a prominent member. But 
in spite of his powerful backing, 
Chakraborty could poll only 383 
votes more than Chunder in this 
ward. The Corporation Councillor 
f rom ward 43 originally belonged to 
the Left-front but later crossed the 
floor to join the Congress. He can
vassed for Chunder. 

More Oriyas voted for Chunder 
in 1962 than earlier. In 1957 their 
loyalty to the Congress had weaken
ed in following the agitations in 
Seraikella and Kharswan in Bihar 
for their merger with Orissa. But 
by 1962 the emergence of the new 
youthful Orissa Chief Minister, 
Patnaik, bolstered up their traditional 
pro-Congress leanings. Both candid
ates agreed that this was the reason 
for the swing among Oriya voters. 
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Other possible causes of Chakra-
borty's defeat may have been : 

(1) A section of the voters rea
lised the futility of the CPI-Lef t ' s 
agitational politics. One of the main 
streets running north to south in 
the constituency had been the favo
urite passageway for political 
parades (Calcutta University and 
two populous colleges are "near by) 
and many people ' l iving in or near 
these streets, particularly shop-
Keepers, voted against Chakraborty 
who had participated in almost all 
processions and agitations organised 
by the C P I-Left. 

(2) Chakraborty seemed to 
have been too pleased with his per
formance in the legislature and 
outside and too complacent to assess 
the sources of his strength and 
weakness in the constituency. The 
Congress party, on the other hand, 
appeared to have measured their 
strength and weakness better and 
concentrated their organizational ~~ 
effort accordingly. 

(3) Chakraborty " nursed " his 
constituency too obviously; by visit-
ing homes on one plea or another, 
he perhaps made himself too readi
ly available to the voters. As a 
member of his party pointed out, 
"perhaps Chakraborty made him
self cheap". The distance between 
the leader and the led was effaced 
and therefore, he lost in "charisma". 

(4) Chakraborty got himself 
frequently into print as a legislator; 
but the "image'' he projected in the 
mind of his voters as a legislator 
("sharp-tongued, witty, vigorous, 
courageous - but somewhat lacking 
in decorum") might have alienated 
a section of voters or, at least it 
did not win over more voters. 

Candidates' Comments 
This study may be completed by 

recording the views of the candi
dates themselves on the 1962 elec
tion. 

The Congress candidate listed the 
following as the factors which, he 
thought "swung" votes in his 
favour: 

(1) The Congress machinery 
was better organized than five 
years ago. 

(2) More time was available to 
the Congress candidate for pre
paring the groundwork for the 
campaign. His nomination was 
known as early as August 1961 

(approximately seven months be-
fore the election), while it 1957, it 
was known only four months be
fore the election, 

(3) The Congress marshalled its 
supporters much better in 1962. 

(4) A section of the voters had 
lost faith in the agitational politico 
of the leftists. 

(5) The non-Bengali voters were 
better organised on behalf of the 
Congress candidate. 

The Leftist camp listed the 
following as the reasons for the 
defeat of their candidate: 

(1) Better election machinery of 
the Congress; the leftist machinery 
was over-confident and complacent. 
The Congress, they alleged, 
"padded" electoral rolls and orga
nised a greater amount of voting 
through "impersonation". They also 
alleged that some of their workers 
in ward No 45 were "kidnapped" 

the night before the election and 
although they were released 
next morning this threw their 
election machinery out of gear in 
ward-45. ' (The Congress countered 
the first allegation by saying that 
the amount of '"false*' voting 
organised by both parties was the 
same and therefore, this could not 
have had any bearing on the elec
tion result. The Congress reply to 
the second charge was that Chakra-
borty's party workers must have 
been scared by the pre-election 
tension.) 

(2) The non-Bengali voters were 
better organised on behalf of the 
Congress party. 

(3) The performance of the 
leftist candidate in the legislature 
had not pleased a section of voters. 

(4) The non-Bengali voters, parti
cularly Oriyas, voted in larger num
bers for Chunder. 
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