
with the same candidate and with 
much the same manner and content 
of campaign. A notable difference 
from the General Elections was the 
absence of the PSP candidate, who 
had polled close to 40,000 votes. As 
a matter of fact, the drop in the 
poll is close to the size of the PSP 
vote six months ago added to the 
Congress losses. 

Certain temporary and local fac
tors helped the DMK, The voter in 
Tiruchengode certainly did not like 
that a by-election should be held 
so soon after the General 
Elections simply because the 
Congress High Command could not 
make up its mind about Dr. Subba-
royan's gubernatorial appointment. 
Then there was the local pique that 
in spite of there being four Congress 
MLAs in the Tiruchengode Lok 
Sabha constituency, the Salem Dis
trict had not been represented in 
the Tamilnad Cabinet for over a 
decade. In addition the Government 
had not sanctioned the Cauvery-
Tirumanimuthar scheme and the 
Mettur Left Bank Canal extension 
scheme, vital to this region's growth. 
Despite heavy pressure from local 
Congressmen, the Ministers would 
not make even vague promises ab
out these schemes in their election 
speeches. The D M K cashed in on 
all this. Its main line was that it 
was only if the Congress felt unsafe 
in Tiruchengode would it be spurred 
to do something about its problems. 
Appeals to the narrow parochial 
sentiments of the people were, of 
course, repeatedly made. The D M K . 
it was also claimed, had no "north
ern affiliations" - and so it was 
the duty of every Tamil to vote for 
it. 

It is not without significance, 
however, that despite its best efforts 
the D M K was able only to just 
maintain its base It was not able 
to make inroads into the Congress-
following or into the floating opposi
tion vote. The P S P leader of 
Tamilnad. P S Chinnadurai. em 
phasised this when he said that if 
his puny had actively campaigned 
for the Congress, the DMK could 
have been trounced. AS it was, the 
PSP directive to its supporters was 
a merely negative one : not to vote 
for the D M K because of the latter's 
secessionist policy. This was the 
stand taken by the Communist 
Party also. The parry, according to 

some of its leaders, has about 30,000 
voters under its influence. It is this 
neutralism of the two opposition 
parties and the passivity of a large 
number of local Congressmen thai 
gave the D M K yet another repre
sentative in the national parliament. 

Kamarajs protestations notwith
standing, the left opposition in Tamil
nad cannot help feeling that the 
Congress call for a crusade against 
the D M K is intended to get the other 
parties to pull its chestnuts out of 
the fire. After all . Kamaraj has 
not publicly disavowed the D K 
which also proclaims the ideal of 
Dravidasthan. Yet nobody with 
India's unity and Tamilnad's future 
at heart can ignore the need to forge 
a united front against the D M K. 
Tiruchengode reveals that such a 
front alone can beat back this 
chauvinist menace. 

* 

In live days the voters of Chittoor 
will decide if Shri N G Ranga, the 
Swatantra chief, should represent 
them in the Lok Sabha. The election 
has become a prestige issue for 
both the Congress and the Swa
tantra parties. Masuni paid a flying 
visit and Rajaji is camping in the 
constituency. The Swatamra claims 
in Chittoor that it is not against 
planning but against what it calls 
the " huge size" of the plans and 
the Congress incapacity to execute 
them except by imposing enormous 
burdens. In this connection the re
cent enhanced land levy in Andhra 
is spotlighted. Much play is also 
made of alleged Congress corrup 
tion, The D M K has joined the fray 
quite actively on the side of the 
Swatantra candidate. It harps on 
what it calls the Congress design 
to impose Hindi everywhere, hoping 
thereby to rouse the apprehensions 
of the fair number of Tamil voters 
in the constituency. Another source 
of strength to the Swatantra wi l l be 
the campaign of Tenneti Vishwa 
nadham. one of the leading lights 
ot the opposition in the Andhra 
Assembly and a greatly respected 
figure in the State. He and his sup 
porters believe that the only way 
forward for the State is to defeat 
the Congress no matter who 
does it. 

Against this formidable combina
tion, the Congress has thrown in 
all the resources it possesses at the 
State level. Sanjeeva Reddy has not 

only stayed for some time in th? 
constituency but has geared up the 
party's election machinery. Kamaraj 
has also paid a flying visit. The 
Communist Party has not only de
cided to support the Congress can
didate but has also sent one of its 
most effective campaigners, Maq-
doom Mohinuddln, to the constitu
ency together with a hundred work
ers. As the Communists won two 
of the seven Assembly seats in 
Chittoor in the General Elections 
their support would be valuable to 
the Congress. This open Congress-
Communist cooperation is a unique 
event in Andhra. Adjustments and 
unofficial alliances had been made 
earlier. But this is the first instance 
of a coming together of the two 
major parties in this State for a 
common cause. 

For Donkeys Only ? 

AT a recent meeting in Mysore 
Pandit Nehru upset some affec

tionate souls who had gone to 
garland him. Rearing the burden 
of the garlands, one should have 
thought, would have been a labour 
of love for the Prime Minister. But 
instead he roundly rebuked his ad
mirers: "Garlands are meant for 
donkeys". He castigated them for 
their "wasteful habit" and asked 
them to spend money more usefully. 

Since the habit's of the people of 
our country are so often moulded 
by the fads and fancies of the man 
they love most, it looks as if the 
garlanding habit may die away 
after Pandit Nehru's outburst. Th i -
would be a tragedy, The garland 
is one of the few remnants of the 
once beautiful India. Is it to be 
wasted on donkeys ? And what will 
the foreigners think? How will we 
greet our distinguished visitors ? 

The saree is a beautiful symbol of 
India, a worthy ambassador of out 
land and culture. The garland de
serves this tribute no less, being at 
once, a mark of esteem, love and 
appreciation. Pandit Nehru's mo
dernism is well known; that people 
should live in the present and look 
to the future instead of glorifying 
the past is unexceptionable. But 
does that mean that we should do 
away with everything ancient ? 

The "griand is an institution. Per
haps Shri Nehru will himself real-
ise that his outburst against it was 
an impetuous act not intended to 
be taken seriously by his admirers. 
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