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B O M B A Y is supposed to be a very progressive city and its Municipal 
Corporation is reputed to be not only progressive but also socialistic 

in its approach to the city's major problems. Generously, the city 
offers free parking space to its growing number of automobiles, both 
day and night, and in many of its busiest thoroughfares. It is not only 
the pedestrian who has to pick his way through these streets but also 
the motorist, for cars are often parked dur ing office hours four abreast 
from end to end, as for example in Apol lo Street, the city's crowded 
financial and banking district. 

Even in some of the better class residential areas, where huge flats 
are coming up, most of the tenants of which own or use cars, it is not 
the landlord, but the Corporation which provides the parking and garag
ing facilities — free of charge, of course— all along the roads. Cars 
parked bumper to bumper, two, three and four abreast, bear testimony 
to the city's touching concern for the motorist. This free service is for 
one class of people, but not all the others are neglected, by any means, 

The steady expansion of bus services, addition of new routes and 
extension of the hours of their working, as also the many housing schemes 
for lower income groups and industrial workers, bear equal testimony 
to the Corporation's civic consciousness. The middle class has, never
theless, perhaps the most grievances, certainly it is the most vocal about 
such things. As in Madras and Calcutta, so in Bombay, there is no 
dearth of complaints that this particular class is steadily being squeezed 
out, that precious l i t t le is being done for the man whose income is modest, 
and sticky, and does not respond to the upward pressures which keep 
business and trading incomes moving ahead of price rises, or the sort 
of forces which keep working-class incomes t ra i l ing not too far behind 
the r ising working-class cost of l iv ing . 

Looking to the conditions of l iving in the city of Bombay, par t i 
cularly those of the middle and lower middle classes, one notices a strik
ing difference in attitudes in the matter of the city's gas supply, an 
important if not essential public u t i l i ty and a great boon to the house
wife. In the matter of gas, the city fathers have neither been benevo
lent in let t ing things go their own way as they have done in regard to 
parking bf cars on busy thoroughfares, nor have they helped actively 
as in improving bus transport, or sponsoring housing schemes for lower-
income groups, 

Bombay's gas supply is the one public u t i l i ty which has not grown 
wi th growth of the c i ty ; nor has it been allowed to be dislodged or 
pushed out. Victorias have nearly disappeared from the streets, small 
taxis have replaced them; trams are being replaced by buses and trolley
buses are already having their t r i a l r u n ; so many of the streets have been 
closed to bullock-carts, in fact all animal-drawn vehicles* The Bombay 
Gas Company has not closed down, neither has it made any attempt to 
keep pace w i t h the growth of the city's population, the increase in the 
number of residential buildings or construction of new flats. It stays 
put where it was and the company st i l l sells gas at the same price as 
before the war —the price it is allowed to charge is actually less than 
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