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We have considered the typical metropolitan landscapes' of three kinds of urban areas. 

In the underdeveloped countries we have found metropolitan landscapes in which functional divisions 
between the various parts of a city are little developed; in the classical case of the European metropolis we 
found this functional division most pronounced; and in the American metropolis, especially in the newer 
urban areas of the western United States, we found again that the overall landscape has lost in sharpness of 
functional distinction and resembles in many ecological features the assemblage of coordinated and highly 
self-contained neighbourhoods of the cities in developing countries. 

The reasons for these variations in patterns of metropolitan landscapes arc quite different, and the 
future developmental possibilities of each of the three types vary a great deal, Partly because of the different 
resources available to economically developed and underdeveloped societies, and partly because of the differ
ences in laws, culture and consumer preferences. 

THE study of the ci ty is a ch i ld of 
the twentieth century. Al though 

in an t iqui ty the Greeks already 
wrote on the problems of the polis, 
and the Indians even published trea
tises on town planning and although 
Ibn K h a l d u n and Giovanni Bolero 
la id down their thoughts on the 
greatness of cities in the fifteenth 
and sixteenth centuries, the genuine 
scientific study of the social, econo
mic, and ecological aspects of ur
ban centres and. in part icular , of 
the metropoli tan areas, begins w i t h 
the twent ie th century. This is no ac
cident, for the really large city only 
began to emerge du r ing the last 
hundred years. To be sure, we have 
some examples of urban giants going 
hack to an t iqu i ty . Rome and Cons
tantinople in the West. Kai-feng 
and Hang-chou in China were cities 
w i t h several hundred thousand, and 
perhaps a m i l l i o n , souls. But these 
were rare exceptions, and so were 
even cities w i t h more than 100,000 
inhabitants. By 1950 the wor ld 
counted more than 1,000 metropol i 
tan centres of more than 100,000 
inhabitants, and most of these are 
creations of the last few decades, 

I t i s not surpr is ing then i f modern 
social scientists are profoundly con
cerned w i t h the metropolis in its 
various aspects and if they study, 
often in great detail , the various 
relevant social and economic aspects 
of the metropol i tan centres. What 
makes this study complicated is that 
the metropol i tan landscape does not 
pe rmi t easy generalization and that 
w i t h the g rowth of income in the 
economic-ally more advanced coun

tries and w i t h the concentrated 
efforts to speed up the rate of eco
nomic growth in the underdevelop
ed countries, urban centres have 
not only grown in numbers and 
size, but new kinds of u rban and 
especially metropol i tan landscapes 
have developed. 

The Classical Scheme 

The classical works on met ropol i 
tan developments of the early years 
of this century paid l i t t l e attention 
to urban landscapes. The internal 
arrangements of the central ci ty 
were considered to be subject almost 
to natural laws of growth and deve
lopment. In the early beginnings of 
the era of predominant urbanism 
there existed a sharp l i m i t between 
city and country which was punc
tured only at main roads and r a i l 
way stations. S lowly wi th the g rowth 
of suburban communit ies this sharp 
l i n t became blurred but the metro
poli tan area itself showed qui te 
regular and apparently immutab le 
features. This classical picture des-
cribes the various localities in a 
metropoli tan area as consisting of 
several more or less concentric cir
cles. In the core of the c i ty is locat
ed the central business distr ict , the 
offices of Government and adminis
t ra t ion, and the centres of the cul
tura l , educational, and rel igious l i fe 
of the community- In cities w i t h a 
long history this central dis t r ic t had 
to be pa r t l y rebui l t and enlarged 
to accommodate the new and wider 
functions, but the Innere Stadt of 
Vienna shows clearly the predomi
nant pa t te rn of the urban central 

core. In this part of the ci ty are 
located the major publ ic bui ldings, 
the main theaters, museums, the 
opera house the ministries and the 
city hall the university and the 
cathedral. Next, to these bui ld ings 
are found high qua l i ty stores, major 
restaurants and hotels, and other 
bui ld ings catering to the needs and 
wants of the upper classes. 

In the second r ing a round the 
centre are found the houses of 
middle class families, w i t h retail 
whops and other service establish
ments along the streets which cater 
to the major needs of these fami
lies. Here we find also neighbour
hood churches, binaries., elementary 
and secondary schools, cinemas, and 
some related establishments. There 
are few or no factories found in this 
r i n g around the central core. It is 
almost ent i re ly devoted to residen
tial use. Next to the second zone, 
is found an outer r ing in which the 
major indus t r ia l functions of the 
metropolis are performed. Here the 
dwell ings of the w o r k i n g men are 
found and. of course, also some 
shops and related establishments 
catering to their needs- The housing 
found there is often of much lower 
standard than that in the middle 
class residential districts, and, above 
a l l . the noise and the dirt f rom the 
factories make life less pleasant in 
these parts of the city. Final ly , this 
r i n g of industr ia l establishments, 
ra i lway switchyards and work ing 
class homes is surrounded by the 
suburbs where we find, on the one 
hand, the dwellings of cotters and 
market gardeners who supply the 
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ci ty popula t ion w i t h fresh f ru i t s and 
vegetables, and on the other, the 
luxur ious homes or country seats of 
some of the very wealthy who often 
ran and do main ta in more than one 
place of residence; One in the cent
ral part of the city and another in 
the suburb. 

New Landscape Patterns 
This was the classic pic ture of 

the metropol i tan landscape and wi th 
some not very impor tan t exceptions, 
thin p ic ture was a rather accurate 
description of real i ty . If we look at 
Paris, we find the central ci ty core 
close to the Seine in an area bound
ed by a r i ng of major boulevards. 
A r o u n d this we find the homes of 
midd le class famil ies; and in the 
r i n g wh ich is already outside the 
more nar rowly defined urban l imits 
of Paris proper, especially in the 
East and Nor th , we find the great 
indus t r ia l belt and the homes of the 
workers who labour there The 
same picture is true of Vienna, of 
Hamburg , of M i l a n , and of many 
other metropoli tan cities of the 
European continent. In fact, the 
classical p ic ture of the metropol is 
has such a strong ho ld that it was 
the major image before those who 
rebuil t cities which were badly des
troyed in the last war. Nowhere can 
this be seen more clearly than in 
Warsaw. Th is city was almost to ta l ly 
destroyed in 1945 and there were 
even some who suggested that it 
might be best to rel inquish the old 
sile of the city altogether and bu i l d 
a new Polish capital several miles 
away from its o r ig ina l location- But 
when it was derided to rebui ld the 
c i ty , the classical metropol i tan plan 
was adopted. The central core w i th 
its public bui ldings, its main church-
ea, the university, the chief h o l d s 
and major shops and department 
stores was reconstructed. Around it 
were put up the homes for the 
middle class — the intellectuals, 
officials, h ighly skilled workers, and 
clerical employees. And in an outer 
r i ng across the Vistula at Prague 
and nor th of the ci ty and its main 
residential por t ion , new industr ia l 
complexes were created which are 
located conveniently close, to work ing 
class housing. These same patterns 
were re-established also in Germany 
where the old city cores, wh ich had 
been destroyed, were replaced, some, 
times by more functional , but eco
nomical ly and po l i t i ca l ly identical 
central cores. 

Yet there are signs that this clas
sical p ic ture of the met ropol i tan 
landscape is undergoing change. On 
the one hand, the recent rap id ly 
g rowing urban areas of the deve
loping countries, especially the coun
tries of Asia and Af r i ca , do not 
conform to this picture. On the 
other hand, in the United States 
and to a lesser extent also in B r i t a i n 
and other countries of western 
Europe, a process of urban decay 
is setting in which strongly modi
fies the internal landscape of metro
poli tan centres. Let us take a look 
at these two new landscape patterns 
in order. 

The Asian City 

The Asian city, pa r t i cu la r ly the 
city in South Asia, presents p r imar i 
ly for social and cul tural reasons, an 
urban landscape which differs great, 
lv f rom the classical European pat
tern. In part this is due to the fact 
that it is often newly founded by 
Europeans who have attracted mig
rants to the c i ty as a result of the 
real or believed in economic oppor
tunities which the ci ty offered. In 
par t it is due to the fact that the 
g rowth of urban centres was much 
more rap id than in Europe, and 
that funds for housing construction 
and the development of urban ser
vices were much too meager to pro
vide adequate accommodation for 
the many immigrants that came to  
the c i ty . F ina l ly , it was due to the 
fact that the process of "urbaniza
t i o n " of the ci ty dwellers was never 
fu l ly accomplished; that persons 
who came to the city did not dis
solve their rura l tics and develop 
sentiments of loyalty and "belong
ing"' to their new home. but that 
they preserved their or iginal rura l 
outlook and values. A n d the differ
ence between the values and att i
tudes—and also the behaviour pat. 
terns — of t rad i t ional rural and 
rat ional westernized urban people is 
p rofound . 

Recent urbanization in Asia and 
A f r i c a took the fo l lowing f o r m : 
usually a European or a westernized 
native group established a central 
place at which a new economic acti
v i ty was commenced. A port or a 
ra i lway head, a factory or mine 
were the o r ig ina l reasons for the 
development of the urban place. I f 
the site was well chosen or the re
sources in its surroundings favour-
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able, the ci ty grew, at first slowly, 
but gradual ly w i t h increasing speed. 
I ts growth attracted immigran ts f rom 
the country who, as already stated, 
come in search of economic oppor
tunities. Many of these prospective 
workers were young men who came 
alone, wi thout their wives and fami-
lies. They were poor and often 
l i t t l e sk i l l ed ; their future was un
certain, and for this reason they d id 
not fu l ly break their lies w i t h their 
rura l homes. When they came to 
the city they encountered the i m 
personal atmosphere of an industr ial 
j ob — if they were fortunate in 
landing one and the anonymi ty of 
the urban environment. What is 
more natural but that they should 
t ry to find contact w i t h those who 
were more l ike them? A n d so there 
developed residential neighbour
hoods inhabited by persons wi th the 
same regional, ethnic, or l inguist ic 
background. In India , for example, 
neighbourhoods arc divided on lines 
of language, caste, re l ig ion, or re
gional o r ig in of their populations-
Each of these neighbourhoods deve
loped their own communi ty centres, 
often their local markets, and many 
of the residents in a communi ty do 
not leave it often, except for some 
important tasks which must be per
formed outside. 

Assemblage of Villages 

But some cities of Asia and 
Afr ica , it wi l l be said, have in
digenous origins. What about them? 
In these cities the western observer 
is 'normally struck by the apparent 
absence of functional differentiat ion. 
It is true that a bazaar area, where 
it exists, is usually well defined, but 
this retai l ing area also is residen
t ia l . As in the medieval European 
ci ty, the various streets have mer
chants of the same trade or artisans 
producing competing commodities 
crammed closely together. Merchants 
and craftsmen live near or above 
their places of work, and one usual
ly finds the wealthier and the poor
er members of the trade or a craft 
side by side. But. outside this rela
t ively small area of the bazaar and 
its d is t r ibutar ies there is found the 
same pat tern wh ich exists in cities 
wh ich do not have native or ig ins . 
Communi ty — religious, ethnic or 
national, l inguist ic , p rov inc ia l , caste 
g roup ing — rather than economic 
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position or function is the major 
determinant of segregation- In 
AhmedabacL the texti le manufactur
ing centre of India , large blocks of 
buildings are inhabi ted often only 
by one caste and have a main street 
in the centre w i th gates at either 
end. Each such neighbourhood 
forms, in practice, a self-contained 
separate communi ty . S imi l a r ly in 
Madras there are special neighbour
hoods almost entirely self-contain
ed in terms of overall human con
tacts of their members, which are 
inhabited exclusively by untouch
ables. 

In short, the typical large metro, 
polis of Asia is a vast assemblage of 
villages or kampongs. There is 
l i t t le functional differentiat ion in 
the metropoli tan area, although, of 
course, a capital like Delhi has its 
Central Government centre and a 
large port like Bombay its central 
business district . But. beyond this 
obvious functional specialization the 
vast major i ty of the metropoli tan 
areas of Ind ia and other Asian 
countries are conglomerates of 
largely self-contained communities 
wi th l i t t le interaction and w i t h 
many village features. And it does 
not matter whether the neighbour
hood is a reasonably well-buil t 
quarter or whether it is a miserable 
slum- What distinguishes the two 
is not so much the social or even 
economic difference of the popula
t ion, but mostly the qual i ty of the 
housing. 

There is l i t t le chance that this 
picture of the metropolitan land
scape in the countries of Asia w i l l 
change in the near future, and 
there is good reason for believing 
that as Afr ican cities grow larger 
they wi l l exhibit many similar fea
tures. Also in parts of La t in Ame
rica, for example. in Brazi l or 
Mexico, some of these forms of 
metropol i tan development — the 
growth of special self-contained 
neighbourhoods the imperfect inter, 
nal functional d is t r ibut ion of sectors 
of the ci ty, the relative closeness 
between places of residence and 
places of work, and the resulting 
lack of i n t r a u r b a n contacts — 
hava been noted. In La t i n America , 
they are somewhat less visible, 
ma in ly because of the somewhat 
higher level of income of the aver
age citizen and because of the 

greater degree of penetration wi th 
western values- and patterns of atti
tudes and behaviour of a large 
por t ion of the urban elites. But 
the slow growth of per capita in
come, and the rap id increase of ci ty 
sizes all make for a maintenance of 
these "agglomerated" metropoli tan 
areas, and as the speed of urban 
growth accelerates and the level of 
incomes remains low, the spread of 
slums and substandard neighbour
hoods will tend to cover a larger 
and larger part of the metropoli tan 
landscape. In extreme cases a city 
in a developing country w i l l be a 
close assemblage of miserable v i l l 
ages wi th a few neighbourhoods 
wi th modern industr ia l , commercial, 
or Governmental buildings among 
them. 

Urban Decay in the U S 

These developments may be re
garded as one aspect of the decay 
of cities. But we now turn to a 
very different aspect of the decay 
of cities, due not to poverty, but 
rather to the growth of income; 
due not to the lack of emancipation 
from the village values and beha
vioural norms on the par t of many 
urban dwellers, but rather the dis
satisfaction wi th the absence of 
trees and gardens among the grey 
canyons of downtown skyscrapers. 
The decay of the central core of the 
c i ty is as yet predominantly an 
American phenomenon, but its im
pact is beginning to be felt also in 
Europe. It is one of the chief pro
blems confronting American urban 
planners and it is as yet uncertain 
whether it actually can be success
fu l ly dealt wi th in spite of much 
thought and ingenuity that is devot
ed to i t . 

The major visible feature of the 
process of urban decay in the 
United States is the growing sepa
ration of the homes of the middle-
income groups in American metro
poli tan areas f rom those of lower 
incomes. This separation has been 
the main cause of the development 
of slums in the central parts of 
many Amer ican cities and it has 
seriously exacerbated the po l i t i ca l 
tensions and conflicts between cen
tral cities and the suburban com
munities surrounding them. Though 
these conflicts have existed for a 
long time, they have become shar-
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per and more frequent and they 
have taken on new acid undertones. 

In the cities of the American 
eastern coast this process began in 
the latter part of the nineteenth 
century wi th the gradual wi thdrawal 
of the middle-income groups from 
their residential neighbourhoods in 
the central cities and their moving 
to the suburbs. The l iv ing space 
they had vacated was quickly filled 
by immigrants on a lower income 
level. Some previous residential 
neighbourhoods located favourably 
wi th respect to the business centre 
were converted into office and related 
bui ld ings ; some special sections, as 
for example. Greenwich Village in 
New York, developed into neigh
bourhoods where wealthy people 
settled. But the cities tended to 
conform more and more to the old 
cliche. which had been expressed 
about New York as early as the 
1870's that the central city had 
become "the home of the very rich 
and the very poor ' . At present, i f 
we look at the large metropoli tan 
centres in the Uni ted States - New 
York , Chicago, Boston, Philadelphia, 
and others — we find that the cen
tral business core has been main
tained and has even become enlarg
ed. But the r i n g around this core 
which was once the residential sec
t ion of middle-income families has 
deteriorated and, in some instances, 
has degenerated into an area of 
slums. There are a few spots in the 
r ing around the core which house 
the very r ich the so-called Gold 

Coast along Lake Michigan north of 
the centre of Chicago is one exam
ple, and others could be cited of 
other cities — but the main picture 
one gains as one walks through the 
former middle-income residential 
sections is one of physical and moral 
decline. Here are found the main 
redl-light districts of American cities, 
the "skid-rows'" inhabited by cr imi
nals and destitutes, and here one 
finds the slums increasingly inhabi
ted in the major American cities 
by Negroes, Puerto-Kieans, and 
Mexicans. 

New Home of the 'Organisation Man' 
Around this r ing of low class 

housing lies a r ing of industr ia l 
establishments and factories; fur ther 
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out are the suburbs, where the m i d -
die-income groups have found a 
new home. These suburbs have be
come the new homes of the "orga
nizat ion m e n " who leave their houses 
or apartments in the m o r n i n g and 
travel by swif t non-stop electric 
trains or by car on express high
ways to the centre of the cities 
where they work. In their journeys 
they pass by or drive above the 
intermediate industr ia l and slum 
sections; for them the effective geo
graphy of the ci ty consists of the 
central office and business dis tr ic t 
and the o u t l y i n g suburbs between 
15 and 30 miles f rom their place 
of work . But al though most men 
are w i l l i n g to undertake this long 
daily t r i p , their wives have become 
reluctant to do so. This has affec
ted not only the demand for trans
port on suburban lines d u r i n g 
other times than the rush hours; it 
has also affected the sales of the 
large centrally located shops and 
department stores. Hence these 
stores have established branches in 
the suburbs, clustering normal ly 
around certain predesigned spots, 
w i t h ample pa rk ing faci l i t ies and 
easy access to the surrounding sub
urbs. The suburban shopping cen
tre is a development of the last 
20 years, and is an in s t i t u t ion which 
is st i l l g rowing rap id ly . 

Similarity to Asian Pattern 

Thus the urban landscape of mo
dern Amer ican cities differs f r o m 
what we have called earlier the 
"classical model" . The business 
core is enlarged, the r i n g around 
it is composed mainly of slums 
and low-income housing, interspers
ed w i t h factories and warehouses, 
ra i lway switchyards and t ruck load
ing stations. Beyond this we find 
a r i n g of lower middle class 
houses and beyond this the suburbs 
inhabi ted by the middle class. But 
each suburb or group of suburbs 
has begun to fo rm a small, more 
or less compact, communi ty by i t 
self. Though the head of suburban 
households make thei r da i ly t r ips 
to the central p a r t of the c i ty , the 
remainder of the suburban popula
t i o n concentrates its contacts i n 
creasingly upon interact ion w i t h 

other persons in the same suburb. 
The women and chi ldren scarcely 
have any contacts outside the sub
urb or cluster of suburbs they in 
habit. Here are the schools the 
chi ldren a t tend; here are the shops 
where the housewives purchase not 
only the food and other dai ly essen
tials, but — owing to the develop
ment of the shopping centre — also 
other commodities, such as clothing, 
durable household equipment, furn i 
ture, appliances, etc. 

Perhaps the final po in t in this 
development of a metropol i tan area 
is Los Angeles- The central section 
of this city has never fully developed 
and remains atrophied. I f excep
tion is made of the fact that some 
public buildings, a ra i lway station, 
and a few offices are located in the 
centre of Los Angeles, its main 
significance is that it forms the cen
tre of the express highway system 
of the Los Angeles area. Each sub
urb, or each separate cluster of 
suburbs has become a more or less 
separate communi ty , wi th i ts own 
shopping and business centre, often 
v\ith its mun ic ipa l and publ ic bu i ld , 
ings, and w i th its own schools, clubs, 
neighbourhood facilities, and the 
l ike. The centre of Hol lywood or 
Beverly H i l l s , of Pasadena or Santa 
Monica, of Glendale or Long Beach 
are as much centres of a metropoli
tan region as the " d o w n t o w n " area 
of Los Angeles. Though the popu
lation enjoys a s ignif icant ly higher 
level of income, and though the 
various residential-cum-business units 
are connected by modern highways 
and well-paved roads, though the 
houses are modern and wel l -bui l t , 
and though golf-clubs, parks, sky
scrapers and luxu ry bui ldings spot 
the landscape, the modern Amer ican 
metropolis is becoming s imilar in 
its ecological and funct ional pat
terns to the urban centres of Asia 
and and Afr ica . It has become an 
assemblage of largely self-contained, 
mult i - funct ional "kampongs". 

Search for New Housing 

How did this development come 
about? What were the factors 
producing i t ? I t is often said that 
the automobile and its widespread 
use in the Uni ted States is the main 

1123 

cause. For this made possible the 
easy access of suburbanites to the 
central city- A n d the improvement 
of t ransportat ion (not only the auto
mobile but also the electric t r a in ) 
made possible the opening up of 
undeveloped space at the edges of 
the g rowing cities. But there were 
two added forces at work without 
which the decay of the central c i ty 
and the rap id growth of suburbs 
could not have taken place. One 
was the decided rise in the level of 
average income of the Amer ican 
populat ion, and the second was the 
spread between the genera] price 
level and the cost of housing and 
house construction. Let us look at 
each of these changes separately 
and see how they affect the move
ment to the suburbs and the decay 
of the central cities of the United 
States. 

The rise in income has had the 
effect of producing in many Ame
rican households the desire for new 
goods and the capacity to pay for 
them. The old-fashioned gas man-
ties were replaced by e lec t r ic i ty ; 
the earlier coal and wood b u r n i n g 
fireplaces by central heat ing; the 
old-fashioned cupboards by modem 
kitohen cabinets; and the horse-
d rawn carriage by the automobile. 
This development of demand for 
new consumer goods, and especially 
for new durable consumer goods 
has made the house of each gene
rat ion obsolete for that of their 
ch i ld ren and there has, therefore, 
been a constant search for new-
housing adapted to the new con
sumption habits of the people. 

Exodus to the Suburbs 

But al though housing which was 
a generation old or older tended 
to become obsolete and though 
there would have been a tendency 
under way to replace it by new and 
better adapted housing, the cost of 
constructing new houses and the 
cost of convert ing o ld housing to 
the new requirements rose decided
ly faster than the cost of other 
things- The reasons for this diffe
rential rise of construction costs are 
to be found in strong union resist
ance against labour saving and even 
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material saving devices, the oppo
sition by urban authorit ies to the 
in t roduct ion of new types of bui ld
ings, difficulties ar is ing f rom zoning 
regulations and the reluctance of 
many builders to experiment coura
geously w i t h new materials, prefa. 
br ica t ion, and other innovations. 
In brief , technological progress in 
the construction industry has been 
slow and hence housing casts have 
gone up. If a middle-income family 
wanted to prevent the propor t ion 
of its income going to housing f rom 
rising, it had to search for a loca
l i ty in which housing could be put 
up more cheaply, partly because 
of lower land values and part ly 
because of less stringent laws and 
ordinances relat ing to materials, 
sizes, shapes, and arrangements of 
houses. The suburbs offered mid
dle-income housing at prices well 
below those of s imi la r accommoda
tions in the older middle-income 
residential areas and hence the exo
dus to suburbs became attractive. 

But once the exodus had started it 
had a snow-balling effect. For the 
owners of residential properties 
w i t h i n the central cities responded 
by reducing the size of the apart
ments, by rent ing the smaller units 
to lower income groups, and by 
neglecting to main ta in properly 
their apartment bui ldings . F rom 
the point of view of the owners of 
houses in neighbourhoods which 
turned into slums this development 
was a w i n d f a l l . For w i t h cut t ing 
down the size of apartments ( f r o m 
one eight-room apartment to four 
two-room apartments, sometimes 
w i t h jo in t , staggered use of the k i t 
chen and some joint use of bath 
rooms) , and wi th neglecting the 
physical maintenance of their pro
perty, their net income f rom real 
estate increased substantially- The 
result was an urban slum, and —-
as already mentioned — an urban 
slum inhabited predominant ly by 
Negroes, Puerto Ricans and Mexi 
cans. But the threat of slum deve
lopments and the g rowing immigra 
t ion of coloured people or people 
w i t h L a t i n Amer ican lower-class 
backgrounds into what had previ 
ously been portions of the middle 
class residential areas o n l y acceler

ated the exodus of middle-income 
families to the suburbs. The new 
arr ivals threatened, in the view of 
the Caucasian middle class, the 
standards of schooling for their 
ch i ldren , the security of the neigh
bourhood, its cleanliness, and its 
social compactness. As a result we 
find that in all the major metropo
l i tan centres of the north-eastern 
and middle-western Uni ted Slates, 
central cities have begun to de
crease in population size, whereas 
the total metropoli tan area (central 
eitv plus suburbs) has increased or 
held its own. We also note that the 
racial composition of the central 
city changes rapidly , so that it may 
be expected that in the next one or 
two decades many central cities 
w i l l have. coloured majorities, though 
the suburbs are l ike ly to remain 
predominant ly white. A clearcut 
indication of this trend is the 
fo l lowing two figures relat ing to 
the decade 1940 to 1950. In the 
central cities of the fourteen largest 
metropoli tan communities of the 
T i n t e d States, the Negro popula
t ion increased by 67-8 per cent. 
whereas the white population in
creased by 3.7 per cent. 

The Three Patterns 

We could continue this discussion 
by po in t ing to prospective future 
trends and by examining various 
proposals and suggestions which 
have been made. mainly by city 
planners, but also by others, of how 
we ran deal w i t h the decay of the 
central cities. We shall refrain 
from doing this, and rather sum
marize the somewhat disjointed 
problems discussed in this essay. 

We have considered the typical 
metropoli tan landscapes of three 
kinds of urban areas. In the under 
developed countries we have found 
metropol i tan landscapes in which 
functional divisions between the 
various parts of a c i ty are l i t t le 
developed; in the classical case of 
the European metropolis we found 
this funct ional d iv is ion most pro
nounced; and in the Amer ican 
metropolis, especially in the newer 
urban areas of the western Uni ted 
States, we found again that the 
overall landscape has lost in sharp

ness of funct ional dist inction and 
resembles in many ecological fea
tures the assemblage of co-ordinated 
and highly self-contained neigh
bourhoods of the cities in develop
ing countries. The reasons for these 
variations in patterns of metropo
l i tan landscapes are quite different, 
and the future developmental possi
bilit ies of each of these three types 
of metropoli tan landscapes vary a 
great deal, part ly because of the 
different resources available to 
economically developed and under, 
developed societies, and par t ly be
cause of the differences in laws, 
culture, and consumer preferences. 

Further Problems 

Although we used the concept 
of landscape throughout, we have 
been concerned not so much w i th 
the geographical, but rather w i t h 
the socio-economic - and to a more 
l imi ted extent the poli t ical land

scape of urban areas- It goes wi th 
out saying that this also affects the 
geographical landscape but in order 
to penetrate this aspect of the pro-
blem further we would also have 
had to discuss much more expl ic i t ly 
the overall functional characteristics 
of cities, i e . whether they are i n 
dustr ia l , administrat ive. transport , 
or commercial centres. We have 
omit ted consideration of these fac
tors chiefly because the urban areas 
which we had in mind were so 
large that they may tacit ly be as
sumed to be mul t i - funct ional central 
places, in which administrat ive, 
commercial . indust r ia l and trans-
port functions are all of fa i r ly equal 
significance. This al lowed "us to 
compare metropoli tan patterns in 
very different parts of the wor ld 
and among populations wi th quite 
different cultures and on extremely 
different levels of economic welfare. 
In this l igh t the specific functional 
character of a ci ty, its productive 
aspects become secondary and the 
urban socio-economic landscape 
can be judged f rom the viewpoint 
of the consumer. The metropolis is 
not only a place where people 
work, it is also a place where peo
ple live. A n d i t is in this l ight that 
its geographical and. above a l l , its 
social landscape matters to a l l . 
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