
"Mob Fury" in Karachi 
IT is perfectly natural and under

standable that the people of this 
country should be angered by the 
violence done in Karach i to the I n 
d ian Chancery and many of its 
members ; but more than anger this 
seems to be a fit occasion for con
cern. Abuse of Ind ia and assaults 
of Indians have never been uncom
mon in Pakistan, but the difference 
between the virulence of the past and 
the attacks of this week is that on 
the present occasion ever tyhing was 
stage-managed by the State. Of 
course, in the past also the ul t imate 
source of ins t igat ion could usually 
be traced back to the Government — 
which had its own reasons for diver
t i n g the country 's at tent ion f r o m the 
fai lures at home — but no r i o t i n g 
was actually ordered by the Govern
ment ; and as long as this was not 
done, there was always a hope, how
ever theoretical, that some day some
one might raise the voice of sanity 
and open the eyes of the people to 
their fo l ly and to the way they were 
being duped by the pol i t ic ians . But 
under dicta torship that chance vani
shes. If there is one lesson which 
the week's events in Karach i have to 
teach us, it is surely th is : that both 
the f r iendship and enmity of dicta
tors are bad. Either can be switched 
on at w i l l , which means that even 
when fr iendship is switched on there 
can be no wise reason for re jo ic ing . 

For the Pakistan Government to 
pretend that the mob attack on the 
I n d i a n Chancery in K a r a c h i was 
spontaneous and m i l d is un t ru th fu l 
to the point of cynic ism. There is 
no get t ing away f r o m the ma in facts 
of the incident . The police knew of 
the coming attack a good few hours 
before i t actually took p lace ; this 
is clear f r o m the fact that i t fo rmal ly 
warned the Chancery to expect the 
attack. Wha t wou ld be the no rma l 
reaction of a m i l i t a r y dictatorship 
to i n fo rma t ion that a publ ic demons
t r a t ion accompanied by violence was 
going to take place in defiance of an 
official ban even on peaceful publ ic 
meetings? The question is admitted
ly a hypothet ical one; for it is only 
in the remotest degree l ike ly that 
such an act of defiance would be 
contemplated in the first place-
Secondly, even if i t were, the pol ice, 
w i t h advance i n f o r m a t i o n in its 
hands, w o u l d undoubtedly make 
short w o r k of the would-be demon
strators. 

But the treatment meted out to 
them in this pa r t i cu la r instance was 
i l lustrat ive of a tolerance which would 
excite comment even in Hyde Park 
on a Sunday. K n o w i n g that a mob 
was collecting to attack the Ind ian 
Chancery, the pol ice respected its 
wishes and d i d no more than take up 
non-interfer ing positions round the 
site. When the mob eventually a r r i 
ved w i t h truck-loads of stones, the 
police let them be off-loaded without 
hinderance. F ina l ly , when i t actually 
started wreck ing the Chancery, the 
police looked on w i t h commendable 
restraint. When every glass in the 
b u i l d i n g had been smashed and a 
good deal of other damage caused, 
and when numerous members of the 
Chancery had been in ju red , the bene
volent policemen decided that enough 
was enough. One of them blew a 
whistle, concluding the game — and 
the furious, excited, uncontrol led 
mob instigated beyond restraint by 
the r io ts in Jabalpur instantly assu
med ca lm and self-control, and 
melted away in obedience to the 
whist le . Such superbly controlled 
f u r y on the part of the mob, such 
magnanimous suspension of autho
r i t y on the part of the police under 
a dictatorship are marvels which only 
the A y u b regime can pe r fo rm. 

IT is a measure of the loss of pres
tige the Uni ted Nat ions has 

suffered in the Congo that few peo
ple anywhere are cer ta in that the 
increased powers vested in Mr 
Hammarskjoeld by the new Securi
ty Council resolution w i l l be put to 
actual use. There are reasons fo r 
the doubt. The resolution sanction
ing the use of force has come pret ty 
late in the day, when the U N 
Command's capacity to use force is 
considerably less than the si tuation 
demands. The resolution can be 
made effective only if and when the 
con t r ibu t ing countries can be per
suaded to send more troops to the 
Congo. The Security Council has 
empowered the Secretary-General to 
disarm the Congolese armed hands 
at an especially difficult t i m e ; the 
task, wh ich w o u l d have been s imple 
in the i n i t i a l stages of the Congo 
operat ion, may now involve a good 
deal of bit ter f ighting in several 
areas. 

The Ind ian Government has qui te 
proper ly demanded compensation fo r 
all the damage caused to the Chan
cery and it has also lodged "a s t rong 
protest" to the Pakistan Govern
ment, which has acknowledged the 
protest and expressed " regre t" at the 
incident, at the same t ime ind ica t ing 
its atti tude on the compensation de
mand by declar ing that the Ind ian 
account of the damage is h igh ly "ex
aggerated". That is a very pract ical 
approach to the whole issue. An ex
pression of regret costs noth ing, and 
refusal to pay is economical. But 
we should not be content to leave 
matters at that. We should do the 
graceful th ing by accepting the 
Pakistani "regrets" as genuine and 
remind ing the Government that this 
regrettable incident would never have 
taken place but for the negligence 
or inefficiency of the police in Kara
ch i . The police in Karachi either d i d 
not know that mischief on a grand 
scale was afoot, or it was unable to 
control i t for a f u l l hour afterwards 
— even though it was ful ly armed 
w i th deadly whistles. In both cases, 
it was gravely at f au l t ; and we should 
advise President A y u b to disc ipl ine 
it severely in the interests of his own 
regime. A dictatorship cannot 
afford so unrel iable a police force. 

But when sceptics question the 
l ike l ihood of the resolution being 
implemented, they have the inten
tions o f Mr Hammarskjoeld in m i n d 
rather than the physical inadequacy 
of the forces current ly at his com
mand. They believe, in fact, that 
the Secretary-General has never 
used his powers to the fu l l in the 
past and is not l ike ly to do so in 
future. But i f this strongly imp l i ed 
acceptance o f Mr Hammarskjoeld 's 
mala fides is just i f ied, then an i m 
plementation of the new resolution 
is more rather than less probable ; 
for the faction to benefit most 
f rom it would be the one opposed 
to the late Mr Lumumba . It is not. 
however, necessary to question the 
bona fides of the Secretary-General, 
and the countries who really wish 
to see the Congo fiasco ended 
should come fo rward quickly to 
strengthen the U N Command suffi
ciently to enable it to disarm the 
local "a rmies" and facilitate the 
reactivation of parl iament, 
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