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End this Agony 
W HILE India has communicated to the Security Counci l the position 

in regard to Goa. there was no question of submi t t ing any dispute 
to the supreme body of the United Nations. No dispute arisen for the 
Portuguese occupation of Goa is there and the fart is not under dispute. 
Goa being I n d i a n te r r i to ry , its continued occupation by a foreign power 
constitutes agression and India has made no secret of it that she is deter
mined to vacate this aggression by any means open to her. India main
tains an a rmy and. as Pandit Nehru ha- said pretty emphat ica l ly the 
use of force is not ruled out, The restraint which India has shown all 
these years has convinced the w o r l d that Ind ia prefers other means, if 
at all possible. If India resorts to force, i t w i l l not be' in haste or w i t h 
pleasure. The last resort s t i l l remains the last resort, to be taken recourse 
to when every other means has fai led. 

The developments of the week, according to some, hold out a teeble 
hope that Por tugal may yet be made to see reason, but this is a hope 
wh ich lacks at this w r i t i n g any foundat ion in fact or confirmation from 
the r igh t quarters. On the contrary, both Br i t a in and the United States 
have sought to c l a r i fy their respective positions, and in doing so, they 
have ad ro i t ly and deliberately evaded the issue. Roth have stated that 
they do not support colonial rule and that they would be prepared to 
concede the case for autonomy for the colonies. 

This is neither here nor there, for Goa is not a colony in which the 
Goans have to establish their case for autonomy. The struggle for libe
ra t ion on the part of the Goans need not be recounted here. The revolt 
is mount ing but it is being: held back by force. It is not a colonial strug
gle for autonomy that they are waging. They are s truggling for the 
restoration of their t e r r i to ry to the motherland, 

The Portuguese are in such a state of panic and have been acting 
so madly that they have become a danger even to themselves and to their 
own minions and mercenaries. It would be humane, an act of chari ty , 
to put an immediate end to this impossible situation than to al low it to 
worsen any further if that, is possible and prolong the agony by 
postponing action for d ip lomat ic and such other considerations. 

If the Government of India should use force now to help the Goans. 
already in a slate of rebellion, to drive out the Portuguese, the comrdaints 
or protests are l ikely to be. i ronical ly enough, on the ground of India 's 
own policy of pursuing the path of peace and peaceful sett'ement of dis
putes. Rut this polir-y has never been a r i g i d one: there have been, depar
tures f rom it in the past and there are likely to be more ' o f them in 
future. Peaceful settlement is conceivable whe-c the other par ty is amen* 
ab'e to reason and prepared to discuss. Rut Portugal has never shown 
any interest in this direct ion, and even at this late stage. the only talk of 
negotiations has been w i t h reference to problems of "neighbourliness', 
Por tugal has again and again declared that it will cling to Goa whatever 
the cost and there has even been a threat by Salazar that if Portuguese 
should ever be forced to qui t , he would see that Goa was destroved before 
that happened.. Was it not be humane to act in t ime to prevent such 
senseless destruction ? 
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