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THE importance of two-point 
surveys in a planned and deve

lop ing economy l ike ours needs 
hardly any emphasis. Though they 
f a l l short of what may he termed 
"process studies'', if the intervening 
period is reasonable, say. four or 
five years, such resurveys should be 
of great help in establishing casual 
relationships between the visible 
changes that have occurred and the 
verifiable causative factors that have 
been in operation dur ing the period. 

In the context of the present 
book, a few basic points, relating to 
the dura t ion of the intervening 
per iod need clarif icat ion. There can, 
of course, be no hard and fast rule 
about the length of the period, 
though it w i l l be admit ted that, 
whi le being long enough to admit 
of basic changes, it should at the 
same time be short enough to per
m i t establishment of causal relation
ship. For example, it is easy to 
measure changes in the demogra
phic sphere, in agricul tural output. 
in the volume of credit, in the 
modes of market ing, in the crop 
pattern, in land ownership, in the 
size of operational holdings, in the 
levels of income etc over a short 
per iod of, say. five years. On the other 
hand, a study of say. the economic 
consequences of social change?, like 
the d i s in tegra t ion of the joint 
fami ly system or the effects of land 
reforms or changes in attitudes as 
a result of education may need tol 

be studied over a longer period. 
But too long an interval , l ike :W 
years as in the present study, does 
not appear to be helpful . For the 
whole structure of the village is 
l ikely to undergo fundamental trans
format ion over a very long period 
as has been the ease w i t h P imple 
Saudagar, and the analysis, there
fore, tends to be mainly of his tor i 
cal significance. 

Another important point which 
needs to be mentioned here is about 
the shortcomings of a resurvey in 
h igh l igh t ing changes in some of the 
fundamentals of the r u r a l milieu. 

Two-point surveys provide two 
static pictures at two different points 
of t ime. Though the changes that 
have occurred du r ing this period 
can be seen, the process through 
which such changes have been 
brought about does not find place 
in the surveys. Especially in respect 
of such phenomena as agr icul tura l 
prices, agr icu l tura l wages, crop 
yields etc there is need for resur-
veys to be supplemented by "process 
studies'' or annual snap surveys. 
These are a few impor tan t l imi t a 
tions which need to be borne in 
mind whi le assessing the results of 
the present resurvey. 

D u r i n g the per iod of 40 years 
between the two surveys (the o r ig i 
nal survey was undertaken in 1913-
16 by Dr H H M a n n ) Pimple Sau-
dagar has undergone cataclysmic 
changes largely by improved com
municat ion facili t ies between the 
vil lage and the neighbouring cities 
of Poona and Kirkee . In fact, i t is 
the study of the response of a 
v i l l a g e — a typica l ly Indian village 
w i t h a l l its archaic characteristics of 
self-sufficiency, undiversified agri
cultural economy, mutually depend
ent barter economy — to the influ
ence of expanding urban and Indus
t r ia l centres. The emerging picture 
is one of di luted progress in some 
sphere- and stagnation in others. 

Spheres of Dynamism 

Let us ident ify the spheres of 
dynamism in the village economy. 
Diversification of the occupational 
and l ivel ihood pattern can be re
garded as by far the most import
ant among the progressive changes. 
As against 78 per cent of total 
populat ion who derived their l ive l i 
hood from agriculture in 1915 only 
Mr per cent were dependent on this 
source in 1951. Industr ial establish
ments at Poona employed only 121 
workers in 1915 as against 353 in 
1952. Services in the industr ia l 
establishments accounted for the 
largest propor t ion , or 43 per cent, 
of the income of the vi l lage, agr i -
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culture accounting for 34 per cent 
and da i ry ing for 23 per cent. 

The extent to which the village 
has moved away f rom agr icul ture 
for its sustenance is further evid
ent from the results of the intensive 
survey of 112 sample families. Ac 
cording to the intensive survey, as 
many as 60 per cent of the families 
had service as one of their p r i n c i 
pal occupations and agr icul ture and 
da i ry ing as subsidiary occupations; 
65 per cent of the sample families 
had at least one of their members 
engaged in non-agricultural occupa
tions, par t icular ly in service and 
da i ry ing . For nearly 20 per cent of 
the sample families, da i ry ing was 
the p r inc ipa l and/or subsidiary 
occupation and 37 per cent owned 
milch cattle. 50 per cent of the 
total m i lk produced in the vi l lage 
was being sold at Poona and K i r -
kee. Of the 176 land holders, 46 
owned agr icul tura l implements, of 
whom again, 32 had all major i m 
plements and nearly 99 per cent of 
these had a cart. 14 families owned 
iron ploughs. Obviously all except 
the 46 families who owned agricul
tural implements have uneconomic 
holdings or are cultivators and, 
since to own the various implements 
would be economic, they hired these 
implements as and when necessary. 
Land holders for whom cul t ivat ion 
is subsidiary, got their land plough
ed by tractors, since the cost of 
bullock ploughing (Rs 22.00 per 
acre) is higher than tractor plough
ing (Rs 17.00 per acre). The halu-
tha system has disappeared. The 
economy is monetised and the erst
while interdependence among the 
villagers has given place to depend
ence on the neighbouring urban 
centres. There is a positive prefer
ence on the part of the people to 
go in for a stable cash income f rom 
the industrial service instead of the 
uncertain income from agricul ture . 
This has led them to wear costly 
clothes and spend more on enter
tainment, etc, 
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Stagnant Agriculture 
Among the stagnant aspects of the  

vi l lage economy, its. agr icul ture is 
the most impor tant . No doubt, as 
a result of the urban impact, land 
prices and wage levels have gone up 
considerably. But the process of 
rat ionalisat ion of agr icul ture , which 
one would expect as a result of the 
urban impact, is not to be found. 
For example. the crop pattern is 
unchanged, use of improved agri
cul tura l implements is insignificant 
and the adoption of improved agri 
cul tural practices is tardy, the use 
of chemical fertilisers is hardly 
known, 10 out of 12 wells in use 
in 1917 are now out of use, f rag
mentation and sub-division of land 
holding is rampant, changes in land 
ownership are rapid , absentee land
lordism by both non-cultivating 
residents and non-resident owners 
has risen to a new peak, the size of 
cultivated holding has decreased. 

Thus the picture of Pimple Sau-
dagar as it emerges f rom the re-
survey is not a satisfactory one. 
The spread effects of industr ial and 
urban development do not seem to 
have imparted any buoyancy into 
the agr icu l tura l economy of the 
vi l lage. As the author points out. 
the divided loyalty between agr i . 
culture in the village and industrial 
employment in the cities has led to 
the neglect of the former. 

In P imple Saudagar the direct 
impact of the process of industr ial 
development and urbanisation is 
very much in evidence. Hut it does 
not appear to have helped in the 
activisation of the complementary 
endogenous forces w i t h i n the eco
nomy of the vil lage. Though the 
author's analysis is not helpful on 
this point , there is reason to believe 
that this lopsided development is 
the result of the absence of cons
cious effort on the part of the com
muni ty to l i f t itself by its boot
straps. The lesson to be drawn from 
Pimple Saudagar is that the spread 
effect of industrial towns on out
ly ing regions needs to be conscious
ly regulated. More so in I fie present 
context where much stress is laid on 
large-scale industries as '"prime 
p u m p " projects to regenerate the 
ru ra l economy. Unless the establish, 
ment of these projects is preceded 
by efforts to galvanise the rural 
communi ty then impact will not 
lead to a l l round development of 
the r u r a l communities 

In spite of the l imita t ions of 
two-point Surveys and also of those 
resulting f rom the long interval be
tween the two surveys, a few of 
which have been noted earlier, the 
report could have been more pur
posefully analytical had an at tempt 
been made to identify and co-relate 
the various phenomena. It is stated 
in the prologue to the book that the 
author had paid " fo r ty visits to the 
village dur ing the years 1951 and 
1953 and stayed there for about a 
fortnight" ( i tal ics added). Surely 
an aggregate stay of a fortnight 
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stretched over a period of nearly 
three years and forty visits cannot 
he regarded as adequate to afford 
the author insight into local prob
lems, leave alone to enable h im to 
identify and pursue problems to 
their o r ig in or to co-relate them. 
The author had an excellent oppor
tunity to study a vi l lage completely 
overrun, perhaps unawares, by the 
'forces generated by expanding in
dustrial and urban centres. But it 
is clear from the book that the 
author was in no mood to seize the 
oppor tuni ty . 


