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be done to show the Chinese beyond 
any shadow of doubt that when we 
say we. w i l l not a l low them to swal
low a single i n c h of our t e r r i to ry . 
we mean what we say. 

It may be objected that such an 
at t i tude w o u l d b r i n g us up against 
our own principles of neut ra l i ty and 
non-violence. But have we not for
mal ly renounced any r i g i d adherence 
to non-violence hi the case of Goa? 
A n d can we really be neutral in a 
conflict which involves ourselves? 

The only real issue is that of de
te rmina t ion and s t rength; and i t 
would, we must admi t , be the height 

A C R Y P T I C note f rom the Tea 
Board says that it has been 

decided to suspend u n t i l fur ther 
orders the exist ing system of allot
ment of export quotas to tea estates 
for expor t of tea and that tea may 
now be exported w i t h o u t any quan
t i ta t ive l i m i t d u r i n g the financial 
year. This step has been taken, so 
runs the explanation, in order to 
encourage increased export of I n d i a n 
tea. The explanat ion may appear 
somewhat puzzl ing i m p l y i n g , as i t 
does, that tea exports were being 
held up, or were no t being pushed 
up as h igh as they could be, because 
of expor t quota. Th i s would be 
h igh ly misleading . Expor t quota 
had long ceased to restrain exports, 
indeed it is difficult to imagine why 
they had been maintained so long. 

They go back far in to the past 
when Ind ia was a member of Inter
national Tea Agreement. Both p ro 
duct ion and export of tea was res
t r ic ted in order to main ta in the 
price of tea in the w o r l d markets. 
That was ages ago. In recent years, 
the same export quota had been 
mainta ined for qui te a different pur
pose, not to avoid a glut , but to 
ensure adequate supplies fo r domes
t ic consumption. For the latter pur
pose, too. they must have been qui te 
unnecessary, considering that do
mestic consumption d u r i n g the last 
10 years has more than doubled. 

Tea, however, has not been doing 
very well this year. Af ter two. suc
cessive good years, I n d i a n tea is 
showing renewed signs of losing 
ground in the L o n d o n market and 
losing g round to Ceylon tea. The 

o f fo l ly in our pa r t to pretend that 
we can treat China as we might be 
able to treat Portugal . No doubt. 
it is a realisation of this same fact 
which gives Peking so much cour
age and so much audacity against 
us. But it is t ime our Government 
realised that the unfree and the 
vanquished and the cowardly have 
no pr inc ip les ; it is only by remain
ing free and unmolested that we can" 
afford to practise our great creeds 
of peace and non-alignment in the 
wor ld . Let us be absolutely clear 
about i t : i f our po l i t i ca l pol icy i s 
in danger as well as our security 

lack of adequate effort to push Indian 
tea may not be the only reason 
for i t , bu t surely it must be one of 
the p r inc ipa l , i f not the p r i n c i p a l 
reason. A casual visi tor to Europe 
is struck by the publ ic i ty given to 
Ceylon tea and almost the complete 
absence of any vis ible effort to push 
I n d i a n tea. Tea bags have now 
invaded the Continent, and to each 
tea bag is attached a br ight label. 
Imagine the amused surprise of a 
recent visi tor who noticed that the 
br ight label had an arresting cap
t ion 'Ceylon Everest Tea" against the 
background of a snowy peak. It is 
not that Ceylon is also among the 
claimants to the Everest but those 
who push Ceylon tea do not hesitate 
to exploit any means which may help. 
Alerted by this evidence of h igh 
pressure selling of Ceylon tea. the 
vis i tor started keeping a mental note 
of the labels attached to the tea bags 
a l l over Europe wherever he had an 
occasion to d r ink a cup of tea. A n d 
9 times out of 10. the labels featured 
Ceylon tea in some f o r m or other ; 
Ind ian tea appeared, if at a l l , in very 
small p r i n t , below the brand name, 
wh ich are na tura l ly p rominen t ly dis
p layed . Then there is the beauti
ful Tea Centre off Piccadi l ly Circus 
which must have shocked innumera-
ble Ind ian visi tors passing th rough 
London. There is no such centre 
sel l ing Ind i an tea and the Cevlon 
Tea Centre does not of course serve 
or mention I n d i a n tea. I t is not 
much different on the continent. 
The shops which display different 
types of tea and coffee invar iab ly 
display Ceylon and not Ind ian tea. 

as a nat ion, it is best that our pol icy 
should go first . 

I t is, in other words, of the very 
f irs t importance that Pandit Nehru 
should undertake an ent irely fresh 
re-appraisal of our policy towards 
China. We must quickly b u i l d our
selves in to a posi t ion where China 
would be unable to treat our f ron
tiers as thoroughfares. As a peo
ple we cannot risk ann ih i l a t i on for 
the sake of what would be a mere 
abstraction. 

The t ime for protest notes is past, 
even if we made them as st iff as 
cardboards. 

IT is unl ikely that the Commerce 
Minis ter ' s announcement in 

the Lok Sabha on Monday 
that the Government would make 
available a sum of Rs 5 crores to 
the Tea Board to be lent to tea 
estates for rep lant ing w i l l enthuse 
the tea indust ry overmuch. Replac
ing o ld and outdated tea w i t h bet
ter varieties is essential i f the T h i r d 
Plan target of increasing tea output 
f rom about 725 m i l l i o n pounds in 
1960-61 to 900 m i l l i o n pounds in 
1965-66, or by about 21 per cent 
over the five years, is to be achie
ved. A special committee of the 
Tea Board which studied the pro
blem recommended that a sum of 
Rs 15 crores should be placed at the 
disposal of the Tea Board to be lent 
to the industry for replanting 50,000 
acres d u r i n g the T h i r d Plan. Re
plant ing it is estimated, costs about 
Rs 3,000 per acre in p la in gardens 
and Rs 4.000 to Rs 5.000 in, h i l l 
gardens. 

Under the scheme announced 
by Shr i Kanungo, loans for replant
ing are to be l i m i t e d to Rs 3,000 
per acre for plain gardens and 
Rs 4,000 per acre for h i l l gardens. 
The loans w i l l be made in five an
nual instalments and w i l l be repaya
ble by the estates over a per iod of 
eight years, commencing seven years 
f rom the disbursement of the first 
instalment. Though the whole amount 
of Rs 5 crores is to be treated as1 a 
r evo lv ing fund , du r ing the T h i r d 
Plan i t w i l l enable replant ing of 
on ly one-third of the area which 
needs to be replanted. Thus the 
scheme falls short of the one sug-
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gested by the Tea Board. This must 
disappoint the tea indus t ry consi
derably, pa r t i cu la r ly since it is felt 
that replant ing of old tea cannot be 
postponed any longer. 

The tea industry is also in need 
of long-term loans for renovating 
factories and replacing machinery. 
In A p r i l last year the Tea Board 
introduced a scheme for supply of 
machinery and equipment on hi re 
purchase terms. The scheme, how
ever, provides for a total expendi
ture of Rs 2 crores only which is 
considered by the industry to be too 
small to meet its requirements. As 
an alternative it has been suggest
ed that the Tea Board should estab
lish a Tea Finance Guarantee Fund 
which would guarantee repayment of 
the annual crop loans taken by the 
planters f rom commercial banks. 
This would enable the planters, who 
now have to pledge their fixed assets 
for ob ta in ing these annual loans, to 
pledge them for the long-term loans 
required for plant renovation and 
replacement. 

THE proposal of the Government 
of Assam to establish a tea 

auction market in Pandu forms a 
l ink in the chain of events and is 
bound to exacerbate the already 
strained relations between Assam and 
West Bengal. 

Purely as an economic measure, it 
has its o r i g i n in the Union Govern
ment's concern to b r ing rel ief to the 
lea trade which has been finding its 
costs unfavourable to its export mar
ket. In order to reduce these costs, 
the U n i o n Government has urged the 
Assam Government and the West 
Bengal Government to abolish the 
two different types of taxes levied by 
the two Governments—a road-tax and 
an entry-tax respectively. From press 
reports i t appears that the Centre 
i tself has been responsible for sow
ing the seeds of further discord be
tween the two States. If the Centre's 
proposal for compensation to the two 
States has been correctly reported, it 
is certainly inequitable and unfair to 
one State. The proposal of increased 
a l lo tment of U n i o n funds which is to 
compensate for the loss of revenue to 
the two States is not calculated on 
the basis of revenue lost. It is made 
on qui te a different p r inc ip le which 
cuts across its avowed object. The 
al lotment is proposed to be made in 

the p ropor t ion of tea produced in 
each State. Now the authors of this 
proposal must have been ful ly aware 
of the relevant statistics: Assam pro
duces double the quant i ty of tea 
that West Bengal does. 

Naturally enough the West Bengal 
Government feared a reduct ion in its 

earning and d i d not agree to abolish 
the entry-tax. Equal ly natural ly , the 
Assam' Government agreed.. Tha t 
Assam now wants to set up tea auc
tions in Pandu, and expor t her tea 
through Kandla is, however, a differ
ent matter. Whatever the motives 
behind these moves, they are not 
economic in origin.. 

Japan and India 
IN their pol i t ica l policies and rates 

of economic growth, Japan and 
India are poles apart . Japan's post
war recovery, though spectacular, 
has been achieved substantially in 
isolation f r o m her Asian neigh, 
bours. Her past, and her present 
mi l i t a ry involvements have cut 
Japan oft f rom the mainstream of 
Asian l i fe . Her r ap id economic re
covery, to achieve and surpass the 
high level of industrialisation she 
had already reached in the prewar 
years, may have made her the sec
ret envy of Afro-As ian countries 
but it also meant that her associa
t ion wi th Afro-Asian aspirations 
and goals could not but be l imi ted . 

In the years fo l lowing the war, 
Japan d id not seem to mind her 
isolation. She had, as it were, w i th 
drawn into a shell, content to reha
bil i tate her ravaged economy. But 
this period of isolation had to end. 
Despite her industr ial isat ion, Japan 
is nevertheless an Asian nat ion. A l 
most in spite of herself, she has to 
share the common destiny of Asian 
peoples. 

The growth of the nuclear me
nace afforded the oppor tuni ty to 
Japan to come out of her isolation 
and take a common stand wi th 
Asian and Afr ican countries against 
nuclear tests. Even the most cynical 
cr i t ic cannot doubt Japan's sincerity 
on this question. The Japanese 
people's renunciation of war and 
the threat or use of force was w r i t 
ten into the country's Const i tut ion. 

It is now usual for leaders of coun
tries, whenever they meet, to de
clare their opposit ion to war and 
to appeal for peace. This same ap
peal contained in the communique 
issued in New Delh i on Thursday 
at the conclusion of talks between 
the Ind i an and Japanese Pr ime M i n 
isters, however, has a special r i n g 
of sincerity. The communique 
affirms the "common objectives" of 

the two countries of "maintenance 
of wor ld peace and internat ional 
security ' ' and their determinat ion 
"to work for the achievement of 
these objectives in every possible 
way". 

As in the preservation of peace, 
the scope for cooperation between 
Japan and Ind i a in the fields: of eco
nomic development and human pro
gress is vast. The j o i n t communique 
states that the two Pr ime Ministers 
"agreed on the importance of 
mutual ly beneficial economic rela
tionship between their two coun
tries and discussed ways and means 
to achieve a better integrat ion of 
that relat ionship". Pr ime Minister 
Ikeda assured Pandit Nehru that 
"Japan would be prepared to 
strengthen her economic and tech
nical assistance to India w i t h i n her 
capacity in future" . 

Apa r t from the considerable assist
ance, in terms of capital equipment 
and technical know-how, which 
Japan can offer, India and other 
Asian countries have much to learn 
f rom industrial Japan. Her pol icy of 
balanced development of large and 
small industries, her success in ex
port promot ion, her efficient f a rm, 
i ng techniques - all are worthy 
of emulation and are no less import
ant from the point of view of eco
nomic development than the mater ial 
assistance she is prepard to render. 
But for mutual benefits to be endur
ing, the framework for such bene 
fits have to be laid on sound and 
secure foundations. There has been 
loose talk of an Asian Common 
Marke t which the v i s i t ing Japanese 
Premier rightly dismissed as pre
mature. Wha t is not premature, 
however, are exploratory effort , to 
coordinate the p lanning of future 
development of these countries in 
which bo th India and Japan may 
have strategically important roles to 
play. 
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