
Weekly Notes 
Save Calcutta Port Schemes 
Shelved 

T H E announcement i n Par l iament 
on Tuesday that both the sche

mes for saving the Calcut ta p o r t 
have been postponed came as a ter
r i f ic shock. The postponement of 
the work on the Farakka Barrage 
looks suspiciously l ike shelving, but 
that on the anci l lary por t at Ha ld ia 
further d o w n the Hooghly may have 
been forced by technical considera
tions. Even so. Hald ia has so lorig 
been under consideration and the 
Hoogh ly has been surveyed, inves
tigated and probed in to by so many 
technical experts and committees 
that the news of the project being 
put off for two years, pending fur
ther study of the hydraul ic and 
engineering problems involved, w i l l 
come as no less a disappointment . 
About Farakka, of course, there had 
always been misgivings, but it was 
the Government which had held out 
h igh hopes and made many solemn 
declarations of its determinat ion to 
go ahead w i t h the project. It was. 
therefore, very much of a c l imb 
down for the Government to say 
that the project is "not to be taken 
up t i l l after a minis ter ia l conference 
w i t h Pakistan which would take 
place only after the exchange of 
technical data re la t ing to the pro
ject between the experts of the two 
Governments. The schedule of con
sultations had been set out in detail 
at the t ime when the Government 
had announced i ts decision to in 
clude the Farakka Barrage in the 
T h i r d Plan. What has then gone 
wrong? Not only the pub l i c , but 
even the higher-ups in the Congress 
must have been taken unawares, for 
Shri A t u l y a Ghosh, the President of 
the West Bengal Congress Commit
tee, had been ca r ry ing on his elec
t ion campaigns on the promise that 
the Farakka Barrage would be speed
ed up and completed two years 
ahead of its time schedule! 

The need to develop a deep sea 
p o r t in the estuary of the Hooghly 
to supplement the Calcutta po r t has 
been recognised fo r a long t ime in 
view of the congestion at Calcutta 
po r t and the restrictions on the 
length and draf t of ships entering 

the Hooghly because of the progres
sive s i l t ing of the r iver . Ha ld i a , 
situated 56 miles downstream, was 
chosen by experts as the best site 
fo r the purpose. The idea is that 
bu lk cargo l ike mineral ores, food-
grains and coal w i l l be handled at 
Haldia and Hald ia w i l l also be used 
for l igh ten ing and topp ing off of 
ships using the Calcutta por t . 

The financial and traffic aspects 
of the project have been examined 
in detail . It was also reported that 
the W o r l d Bank had agreed in 
p r inc ip le to lend the foreign ex
change component of the total cost 
of the project . Detailed studies of 
the hydraul ics of the Hald ia region 
were undertaken by a team of two 
U N experts. The Government also 
succeeded in securing the services of 
Mr Posthuma. Manag ing Director of 
the Rotterdam Port , who had come 
out earl ier as leader of the W o r l d 
Bank Technical Miss ion to examine 
the project. His report was submit , 
ted some t ime ago and it is l ikely 
that the decision to undertake fur
ther hydraul ic and engineering 
studies before beginning construction 
of the port may be based on his 
suggestions. Anyway , the shoaling 
of Balar i Bar must have brought 
matters to a head and put a brake 
on the project. The fear is that Hald ia 
is in the natural l ine of s i l ta t ion 
after Balar i Bar, and that the silt 
may deposit at Hald ia , as there w i l l 
not be an ebb tide w i t h sufficient 
force to carry it down the r iver . 
The Port Commissioners, however, 
intend to make a serious attempt 
in February next to dredge Balar i 
Bar w i t h a boom dredger which is 
coming f rom Amer ica . Present ex
pectations are that this w i l l deepen 
Balar i Bar and cut a sufficiently 
deep channel to enable the ebb to 
flush out this silt down the r iver 
satisfactorily. 

Ha ld ia can only supplement; the 
Farakka Barrage alone can save the 
Calcutta por t f r o m ext inct ion. There 
has been a continuous de te r io ra t ion 
in the regime of the Hooghly . The 
gradual choking of the channel has 
led to an increase in the frequency 
of bore tides and to a steady rise 
in the sal ini ty of the waters of the 
Hooghly wh ich poses a grave threat 

to Calcutta's water supply. The con
struct ion of the barrage can improve 
the headwater supply in the Hoogh
ly and thus provide a lasting solu
t ion to the problem. A m o n g the 
incidental benefits w i l l be the assur
ance of Calcutta's water supply. 

Despite its unquestioned and v i t a l 
importance to the Calcutta por t 
and c i ty , the manner in which the 
project was i n i t i a l l y handled by the 
Government raised doubts about its 
inclusion in the T h i r d Plan. I t is 
now incorporated in the Plan w i t h 
a financial provis ion of Rs 25 crores 
as part of the total cost of Rs 50 
erores, on the basis of a nine-year 
programme for the completion of 
the project . Af te r its inclusion in 
the T h i r d Plan, it was hoped that 
the execution of the Farakka scheme 
wou ld be undertaken wi thou t further 
delay. 

Buffer Stocks in Jute 

J U T E has again h i t the headlines. 
It was only recently that the 

Government of Ind ia was activised 
to formulate certain proposals for a 
buffer stock in raw ju te to prevent 
the very heavy product ion of this 
fibre in this season f rom depressing 
prices too much . As had been fore
cast in these columns at that t ime, 
presumably real is ing that imped i 
ments to implement ing these propo
sals were formidable and that there 
w o u l d be greater offtake of raw 
jute by the mil ls this season to 
bu i l d up their depleted stocks, the 
buffer stock scheme was shelved. 
But this has apparently not suc
ceeded in reaching the objective, at 
least the objective that the country 
must have in a per iod when export 
earnings are among its more im
por tan t life-lines. 

Produc t ion has not increased ade. 
quately and despatches of manu
factured goods f r o m the m i l l s have 
been distressingly small . Prices of 
ju te goods have been kept up to y ie ld 
more than reasonable margins to 
efficient and reorganised uni t s . One 
wonders i f the excellent oppor tun i ty 
that this year's large crop of raw 
ju t e offered to the mi l l s to recapture 
fore ign markets has not been lost. 
In a l l these see-saw movements one 
cannot bu t have some k i n d of a 
sympathy for the s t ruggl ing Com-
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merce and Industry Min i s t ry , crip-
pled as it is by lack of clear and 
f i rm decisions at the highest level, 
backed wi th resources for work. 
ing these out. To bui ld up a super-
structure of controls over transac
tions in forward markets is largely 
to t inker w i th the problem, analo
gous to g iv ing a patient having a 
high temperature a cold shower to 
b r ing the temperature down. Too 
many of the country's problems 
wi th regard to external resources in 
part icular an- lied up with this 
golden fibre, and. if the buffer 
stock in raw jute proves difficult to 
set up, what about the alternative 
of a buffers-lock in ju te goods? 
Corporations are trouble-shooters par 
excellence of this country and surely 
one could be set up to handle this 
job reasonably efficiently. The 
stabilisation of prices at the manu
facturing or expor t ing end is hound 
to exert a similar franquilising 
effect on the market for the raw 
material and we would also, in the 
bargain, i r r i ta te our foreign custo
mers less and slow down their trek 
towards a less erratic alternative 
packaging material than the al l pur
pose gunny bag. 

No Other Solution 
T H E inevitable has happened. Raw 

jute prices have collapsed and 
instead of t r y ing to meet the situa
t ion in an effective manner by fore
stall ing action by setting up the 
once-proposed buffer stock arrange
ments, the pressure of supplies has 
been left to do its damnedest. The 
Forward Markets Commission, how
ever, w i l l not own defeat and has 
not been lacking in bravado. It has 
fixed min imum prices for forward 
t rading in raw jute on both heder 
contracts and transferable specific 
delivery contracts while jute is be
ing actual ly sold at substantial dis
counts below this m i n i m u m and is 
unable to find buyers. The Indian 
Jute Mi l l s Association has piously 
declared that it is going to act in 
order to avert the crisis. It has 
called upon the member jute mil ls 
to buy in order to stem the fall in 
prices and has decided at an emer
gency meeting to fix a min imum 
guota of buying for each m i l l in 
order to ensure substantial purcha
ses. The mi l l s . haven't the money. 
and the Government is being pre
vailed upon to press the banks to 
reduce the margins on their raw 
ju te purchases in order to help 

strengthen their absorbing capacity. 
Nobody seriously believes,, however, 
that all these can really arrest the 
price f a l l : they are only token mea
sures and can at best, have a tem
porary effect. Arr iva ls of raw jute 
in a big way have only just begun-
Hv the time they gain momentum in 
the coming mo'nl.hs, the si tuation 
may be a great deal worse. 

As a postscript, the question may 
be asked: what is the basis of the 
figures of dai ly purchases by jute 
mills which are so freely reported in 
the press? This is supposed to be 
a highly confidential figure, not to 
be found in any of the publications 
of the jute trade. The only available 
published data is of month-end 
stocks wi th the mil ls . There is are 
other: Also according to press re
ports, one of the* solutions the Gov-
ernment has under consideration — 
or which is being suggested to the 
Government is to "compel farmers 
at al l stages to sell at a fixed mini 
mum price to co-opera fives". How 
can anybody be forced to sell at a 
min imum price? And where are the 
co-operative marketing societies to 
take up this huge load of raw jute? 

M a r t y r s ' Memorial 

FOR a number of well-known rea-
sons. not all of winch arise f rom 

idealism or even pat r io t i sm, there 
has been a marked reluctance in the 
years of freedom to commemorate 
those who laid down their lives for 
the freedom struggle. That is not 
to say that Gandhi Javanti is not 
observed or thai Tilak's birthday 
lias not been declared a public holi
day. But what of the pioneers a l , ( ' 
the unsung heroes of the freedom 
fight? How many monuments have 
been raised to their memory, how 
many tablets mark the spot which 
are hallowed by their memory, how 
many national museums have been 
set up in the country to assemble 
and exhibit the mementoes of their 
l i fe and struggle? Behind this re
luctance perhaps lies a melancholy 
view of history an awareness, may 
be. of the fol ly of action which is 
not the product of a spirit attuned 
to all that India stands for. non-
acceptance or acceptance wi th reser
vations of the aims which led the 
strugglers. in the past and of the 
methods which they adopted. In 
fact our att i tude to the participants 
in the historic s t r u b l e s in the past 
is so weighed down by a world view 

and a view of history which few 
other nations display. The restraint 
we impose upon ourselves in honour
ing our heroes and glorying in their 
heroic deeds and in exploi t ing such 
hero-worship, for strengthening aird 
keeping alive the spir i t of nationa
lism has few parallels anywhere. 

Maharashtra has been an excep-
t ion to this. It was fortunate in 
having in Shivaji a historic figure 
whom it could commemorate. The 
great play made of Shivaji after 
Maharashtra became a separate 
State d id not, however, please every
body. Eyebrows were raised, there 
were whispers, and vague insinua
tions. Was not there a hidden hand 
of parochial ism, of the aggressive 
assertion of the Marhatta behind 
this glorif icat ion of Shivaj i? Shi
vaj i had unified Maharashtra, so 
hud. to compare great things wi th 
' m a i l , the campaigners for Sam-
vukta Maharashtra. It is, therefore, 
also in the fitness of things—though 
out of tune wi th the subdued note 
of detached object ivi ty which has 
so far marked the attitude of Delhi 
on such things—that the martyrs of 
the movement, those who had faced 
bullets, fighting for their dream of 
Samyukta Maharashtra, should be 
honoured w i th a memorial. The spot 
chosen is the Flora Fountain, in the 
heart of the Fort area and the 
foundation-stone was la id , hi a 
solemn ceremony appropriately 
enough. by the mother of the first 
martyr who died in the police firing 
dur ing the movement. The memo
rial is as much for Mora r j i 
Desai, the then Chief Minister of 
Bombay. as for the martyrs. How 
deeply the function stirred Maha
rashtra was evident from the atten
dance. Al l the leading figures of the 
Slate were present inc luding curi
ously enough. Sin i Yeshwantrao 
Chavan. who in his br ief speech said 
that he associated himself w i t h the 
u r e m o n v in his ""personal capacity 
and also as a representative of the 
Government" because he considered 
that die function ' ' though organised 
by the Samyukta Maharashtra 
Samiti was that of the people". To 
this press report a foot-note has to 
be added that the Chief Minister of 
Maharashtra was attending as a re-
preservative of the present Govern
ment, and not of the Government 
which had ordered the t ir ing and of 
which also he was a shining member. 
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