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type. But, nevertheless il i l lustrate-
I tit1 p o i n l . 

It is conceivable, but scarcely 
apparent at first sight. that there is 
the same scope for refrigerators in 
the small-scale and large-scale sectors 
of the industry. And in the absence 
of convincing explanation, one is 
hound to he left w i th the impression 
that either the small industries de
partment- of the Government to 
not know what the Development 
Wing has been doing or that the 
promoters of small scale industry in 
the Government do not apply any 
rat ional c r i te r ion in their choice oi 
industries which arc suited for de
veloping on a small-scale. 

Up the Garden Path? 

Do small industries differ in k ind 
f rom the medium or large ones ? 

Some do not. It is not that all big 
industries start big: the may. and 
do. grow f rom small beginnings, 
sometimes very small beginnings. 
Smal l industries are often the em 
bryonic from and however high 
may be the rate of infant mortali ty 
among them, some of them some 
day wi l l grow b i g : others wi l l wither 
and die. If that is the view one 
takes, it would be difficult to find 
any rational policy in regard to them 
except that of betting on the strong. 
That is to say. if all of them have 
potential for g rowth hut not the 
same chance of survival , the r ight 
course would be to pick out the 
ones which show the best promise 
and give them every possible assis
tance to nurture their g rowth . If 
such selective preference is not con
sidered feasible or acceptable on 
other grounds, administrat ive oi 
pol i t ical the fields in which such 
industries have a useful role to play 
and best chance of survival have to 
be clearly demarcated. 

Whatever the difficulties of classi
fication, technological factors alone 
should help to mark out some indus
tries which are specially suitable for 
developing on a small scale. In 
fact, the small-scale industries de
partments of the Government, of 
which there are many, are supposed 
to be actually doing it . They pub
lish f rom t ime to time a list of in
dustries Which they consider to be 
suitable to be developed on a small 
scale. By selecting such industries 
and inv i t i ng small entrepreneurs to 
take them up and sink their capital 

in them the departments certainly 
assume a considerable measure of 
responsibi l i ty . If the industries thus 
selected and advertised cannot, be 
economically developed on a small 
scale and especially, if there are 

other units in the country which are 
engaged in producing the same pro
duct on a large and more economical 
scale, the small producers drawn 
into them are in the danger of being 
led up the garden path. 

Letter to Editor 

Meaning of Aligarh 
T H I S has reference to your note 

"Meaning of A l i g a r h " in The 
Economic Weekly of October 14, 
1961 (p 1586). Your esteemed 
Journal has been known for its pro
gressive outlook on economic, social 
and poli t ical problems. The note 
on Al igarh is hardly in keeping wi th 
this reputat ion. It is a strange 
amalgam of erroneous facts and 
curious logic. Your assertion, for 
example. that " the Al igarh 
University is a communal inst i tut ion 
wi th an overwhelming major i ty of 
Mus l im students on its rolls" is 
really abounding . By this standard 
none of the Indian universities w i l l 
escape the charge of communalism 
as almost all of them have an 
overwhelming majori ty of student-
helonging to one part icular com
muni ty . 

You also say that " i t has not 
cleared itself of frequent charges 
of communal bias in recrui t ing stall 
and admi t t ing students", and that 
" the last enquiry, conducted 

only a few months ago. was con
fined only to adminis t ra t ive mat
ters." Both these statements are 
based on complete ignorance of 
farts. It seems you are not aware 
of either the terms of reference or 
the findings of the A M U i n q u i 
ry Committee which consisted of 
eminent men of the country. Its 
terms of reference were : 

1 To go into the charges of finan
cial i r regular i t ies and mis
management of public funds by 
the Univers i ty . 

2 To go into the problem of ad
mission of students and ap
pointment and promot ion of 
the staff. 

3 To suggest ways and means to 
tone up the general function
ing of the Universi ty. 

It is obvious f rom the above that 
the Enquiry Committee d i d not 
confine itself to adminis t ra t ive 
matter; nor d id i t . anywhere in its 
report, accure the Universi ty of 
"communal bias in recru i t ing staff 
and admi t t ing students," I am sure, 
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you would agree that such baseless 
statements are not. conducive to the 
cause of national integrat ion. 

We in Al igarh share the sense of 
gr ief w i th the rest of the nation at 
the recent unfortunate happenings 
here and elsewhere. Hut We resent 
the way this oppor tun i ty has been 
seized by the reactionary forces to 
unleash a tirade of half-truths, 
false accusations and gross exagge
rations against our Univers i ty . Let 
there be a thorough probe into the 
recent disturbances, and we w i l l 
gladly suffer the nation's wrath , 
should we be found g u i l t y . 

M A RAZ 

Lecturer in Economics. 
Al igarh Univers i ty . 
October 20. 

[ The composition of universi ty 
students is expected to bear some 
relat ion to the p ropor t ion between 
the communit ies in the population 
of the country. That is why it has 
often been the subject of c r i t i c i sm 
that Musl ims far outnumber Hindus 
in the Al iga rh Universi ty . Again, 
if the Aligarh University Enquiry 
Committee d id . in fact, exonerate 
the Univers i ty , why d id the Univer
sity authorit ies refine to accept the 
Committee's report ? It was not 
the intent ion to single out the 
Al iga rh Mus l im Univers i ty for c r i t i -
t h r u . The burden of the comment 
in the note in question was that 
denominational insti tutions are in
consistent wi th national integrat ion. 
Editor. ] 


