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Letter from South 

T H E Andhra Pradesh Congress can 
c la im to be the f i rs t among the 

State Congress parties to finalise the 
list of Congress nominees to contest 
the general elections. It was not an 
easy ask by any means. Apa r t f rom 
having to sift about 1,200 applica
tions for about 360 seats in the 
Assembly and the Parliament, tilt; 
election committee had to reckon 
w i t h the inescapable factor of group 
loyalties in the Congress organisa
t ion. The posit ion in this respect 
had improved considerably d u r i n g 
the last few months, the need to or
ganise to win the elections proving a 
decisive factor in reducing the v i ru
lence of the group spi r i t . Yet. as 
group loyalties in the poli t ical field 
cannot be altogether extirpated, 
selection of candidates could not 
have been completely free f rom 
their influence. 

It was good that the Pradesh Con
gress President constituted a screen
ing committee under his chairman
ship, consisting of the leaders of the 
erstwhile r ival groups in the organi
sation, to make a p re l iminary selec
t ion. It must be said to the com 
mittee's credit that it succeeded in 
a r r iv ing at unanimous conclusions in 
respect of nearly 300 candidates for 
Assembly constituencies. This ren
dered the task of the election com-
mittee easier. However, the Chief 
Minister. D Sanjeevayva. wanted a 
revision of the list in about 60 cases. 
Subsequently, by patient negotiation 
and persuasion, the Chief Minister 
was induced to give up his objection-
to a number of selections, wi th the 
result that an agreed list emerged. 

Sectional Demands 
The selection committee had also 

to reckon wi th the demands for ac
commodation f rom different sections. 
The most persistent and powerful of 
these came from the Harijans, who 
had an ardent supporter in the 
Chief Minister . According to the 
Pradesh Congress President, apart 
from the seats reserved for Scheduled 
Castes, for which naturally Har i jan 
candidates had to be offered ticket-, 
about 20 young men, mostly Hari
jans, have been chosen for other 
constituencies. The small number of 
women candidates selected has been 
the subject of comment as also the 
l im i t ed number of Muslims who have 

been given the Congress ticket. It 
was, however, inevitable that to en
sure unanimous selection, and in the 
interests of the party 's success at 
the polls, certain directives and p r in 
ciples, such as that women, youth, 
the minori t ies and the backward 
sections should be accorded prefer
ence and should be selected in ade
quate numbers, had to be sacrificed 
in certain cases. It is doubtful if 
another equally impor tan t pr inc ip le , 
namely, eschewal of caste considera
tions in selection of candidates, has 
been adequately recognised. The 
candidate's chances of securing the 
votes of the predominant caste in a 
constituency appear to have influen
ced the choice in not a few cases. 

A l l M Ps f rom Andhra holding 
minis ter ia l positions at the Centre, 
except Shri K Raghuramiah Union 
Deputy Minister of Defence, have: 
been given Lok Sabha tickets. These 
include die Speaker of the Lok 
Sabha, Shri Ananthasayanam Aiyan-
gar. Shri B Gopala Reddi, Union 
Minister of Works. Housing and 
Supply , Shri Moh iudd in , Deputy 
Minister in the Transport and Com
munications Minis t ry and Shri H B 
M u r t h i . Deputy Minis ter in the Com
muni ty Development Min i s t ry . Shr i 
Kaghuramiah has asked for. and has 
been given, a ticket for the State 
Assembly. Quite a few important 
developments in State polit ics may 
follow his success in the elections. 
He is expected to be a powerful 
contestant for the leadership of the 
State Congress party and, conse
quently, for the Chief Ministership. 

W i t h the prel iminary hurdles 
successfully 'negotiated, the list now 
goes to the Central Election Com
mittee for final approxal. There are 
not likely to be many "appeals" 
against the Pradesh Committee's 
selections, because, irrespective of 
the position taken up earlier by 
leaders of groups in respect of the 
choice of certain individuals for 
Congress nomination, it is 'now get 
nerally realised that it would weak
en the party's position in the elec
tions if it d id not present a united 
front . If this at t i tude is maintained 
through the next few months of elec
t ion campaigning, the Congress is 
bound to romp home to victory and 
power. It is interesting to remem 

ber that the 1962 general elections 
w i l l be the f irst in which the Andhra 
region of the present Pradesh w i l l 
part icipate in ten years—the last 
election in this region was held in 
1952. In Telangana area, however, 
the voters w i l l be going to the polls 
after the usual five years. 

Communists Down, Jan Sangh Up 
What about the other parties? 

The Communist parry is yet to show 
its hand fu l ly . The Andhra branch 
of the party is known to be extreme 
in its views even in the councils of 
the a l l - India party. In recent years 
the par ty has been chewing the cud 
of its 1957 defeat and appears to 
be reconciled to the practical impos
s ib i l i ty of gaining in effectiveness 
as a poli t ical force in the coming 
elections. Dur ing the last few 
months the bastions of the par ty in 
districts like Warangal and Kham-
mam have been weakened by the 
exodus of a number of card-holding 
members to join the Congress. This 
is wor ry ing the local leadership a 
good deal and if the trend persists 
it would adversely affect the party 's 
election prospect in areas where a 
few years ago it held almost un
challenged sway. Even otherwise 
the chances are that the party would 
come in w i th fewer seats than in 
the last elections. It may even lose 
its position as the chief opposition 
in the State Assembly. The party 
w i l l set up about 150 candidates, 
which is an indication that it is pro 
ceeding wi th caution and does not 
wish to fr i t tet away its energies and 
resources in challenging the Con
gress and other parties in all con
stituencies. 

A s t r ik ing feature of the situation 
in Andhra. as in some other States, 
is the emergence of the Jan Sangh. 
The Sangh was unheard of in Andhra 
five, or even three years back ; 
but it is now planning to set up 
about 115 candidates for the Assem
bly. The visits of Jan Sangh 
leaders to the State are becoming 
more frequent, which is also an in 
dication that the party regard-
Andhra as a potential held for ex
p lo i ta t ion . The Swatantra party is 
expected to set up about 110 candi
dates, the Praja Socialists about 50. 
the Republican party about 50, and 
the Praja party about 100. Though 
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so far no active e f f o r t s have been 
made in that di rect ion, it is qui te 
on the cards that some of these 
parties may arr ive at some electoral 
arrangement to avoid fruitless con
tests among themselves and to eon-
cent rate on defeating the Congress 
or the Communist candidates. 

* * * 

Wanted: Master Plan for Rayalaseema 
While the coastal distr icts and, to 

a certain extent Telangana have 
been having a surfeit of monsoon. 
Rayalaseema finds it self in the g r ip 
of a famine for the four th year in 
succession. A long-term programme 
lo permanently r i d the area of 
drought has been long overdue and 
has been discussed f rom t ime to 
time. Last year when the area was 
hit by famine, the Centre made a 
grant of a crore of rupees for 
various amel iorat ive and relief 
measures, p r inc ipa l l y d igg ing wells 
and repai r ing i r r iga t ion tanks and 
supply ing foodgrains at subsidised 
rates. The State Government also 
gave grants remit ted land revenue 
and provided other faci l i t ies . The 
promise was then given that perma
nent measures to meet the recurr ing 
famines would be discussed and a 
master plan would be evolved. But 
a year has gone by and once again 
a series of temporary measures is 
being implemented to provide relief 
10 the famine-stricken. Such mea
sures are essential, but the fu l f i l 
ment of the assurance about a 
master plan to free Rayalaseema 
from after dependence on the 
weather God and to create avenues 
of permanent and gainful employ 
ment to the people should not be 
further delayed. 

A long term plan must provide 
for extensive well construction, sup-
ply of power for p u m p i n g water 
from tube-wells and w o r k i n g of f i l ter 
poin ts execution of a comprehen-
tive programme of establishing 
cottage and small industries and 
immediate completion of the con
struction of the i r r i g a t i o n canal 
under the Tunpahhadra project 
which would provide adequate i r r i 
gat ion faci l i t ies . 

The establishment of a Rayala-
-eerna Development Corporat ion 
with adequate finances and expert 
technical personnel has been ex
pected for some years but is yet to 
take pract ical shape. Even if such 
an organisat ion is not favoured for 
some reasons, there is ample jus t i 

fication for entrust ing the responsi
b i l i t y for execution of a l l develop
ment programmes aimed at ensuring 
permanent rel ief to the area f rom 
famine to a single high-power agency 

l ike the Revenue Board . Only 
through such a programme can the 
annual migra t ion of large numbers 
of people to ne ighbour ing areas in 
Mysore be stopped. 
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