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Letter from Moscow 

Russia Favours Pooshtoons 
Samar Sen 

T W I C E wi th in u for tn ight , the 
Russians have clar i f ied their atti

tude towards Pooshtoonistan. They 
say. the dispute is a legacy of the 
Br i t i sh policy of divide and rule. 
When they left undivided India, the 
Br i t i sh went back on certain assur
ances to Afghanistan so that the two 
neighbouring States. Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, do not come to terms. 
Border tribes have a r ight to deter
mine their future, a r ight for which 
they have been agitat ing for a long 
time. It is regretted that the Gov
ernment of Pakistan obliged the 
Bri t ish by cont inuing the old policy, 
by resorting to arms: villages are 
being bombed f rom the air , tanks 
have been moved up. According to 
reports reaching the Russians, there 
have been heavy casualties. Russia, 
it is emphasised, has to take note 
of these developments, because her 
border is not very far. The sooner 
the conflict is settled by peaceful 
negotiation, the better. There is no 
hint of any Russian action in the 
matter. But Russia has made it 
clear that her sympathies lie w i t h 
the Pooshtoons and w i th Afghanis
tan. 

The Russian declaration should 
not have surprised Pakistan, Khru 
shchev d id not mince matters when 
he visited some Asian countries last 
year. What, perhaps, is unexpected 
is the t iming of the new declaration. 
It came soon after the oi l agree
ment, which seemed to open up 
prospects of fr iendly and business
like relations between Moscow7 and 
Karachi . There have been signs 
here of a softer approach to Pakis
tan; Pakistan Day was observed and 
reported in the Soviet press and 
Moscow radio spoke of the sacrifices 
made by the people who created 
Pakistan. 

This may have ja r red on Indian 
ears we know what these sacrifices 
were, we know how leaders turned 
some legitimate aspirations of the 
Mus l im masses into other channels, 
into a blood bath, in which we too 
participated wi th equal violence. 
But polit ics is not always honour
able; honesty and expediency do 
not always go together: and in this 

matter, Soviet Russia is no excep
t ion. 

It is difficult to probe the shifts 
in publ ic utterances here about Pak
istan, fr iendly a month ago, some
what cr i t ical later. Perhaps, note was 
taken of the ant i - Indian outburst in 
Karachi and East Pakistan and of 
the visit to the USSR, of the Afghan 
Prime Minis ter . Perhaps, it was not 
forgotten that Pakistan is a mem-
be, of S E A T O arid SEATO was 
meeting in Bangkok to discuss pos
sible intervention in Laos. 

* * * 

Things ha\e not come to a head 
in Laos, The Russians are pleased. 
They think the West d id not inter
vene in Laos p r i m a r i l y because of 
the strength of the peace movement. 
The strength of the socialist camp 
was another factor. Between them, 
they created a wide r i f t among the 
S E A T O powers, and Kennedy and 
Macmi l l an had to retreat f rom the 
br ink of war. 

Strengthening Ties 
Meanwhile . Russia is strengthen

ing her ties w i th the non-aligned 
powers. The delegates f rom M a l i and 
Ceylon had had a busy and interest
ing t ime. General Ne W i n is being 
shown around. There is no end to 
delegations, thanks to the mild 
weather in Moscow and the spread 
of goodwil l among nations. Frater
nal parties have been discussing 
their future in Hungary , Austr ia , 
England and India (Pravda has 
carried a long article by Ajoy Ghosh 
on the Indian s i tua t ion) . Accord ing 
to the Russians, the Belgian Com
munists have done quite well in the 
last elections; and forces of reaction 
are on the retreat everywhere and 
socialism is marching ahead. To be 
precise, the Russians are moving 
fo rward to the next Par ty Congress 
and Communism while others are 
completing their socialist revolut ion. 
And spr ing has come. Spr ing sow
ing , the Party Congress. Commun
ism, heroes of our time, what 
Khrushchev said—it goes on and on 
in the Soviet press. 

* * * 

A remarkable th ing about the 
Russians is their gif t of speech. They 
seldom falter or are at a loss for 

words. Poets, painters, polit icians, 
engineers, farmers — they are a l l 
orators. Sometimes, one is glad that 
one has not picked up enough Rus
sian to fol low them through. It is 
del ightful to see the man presiding 
at a meeting passing a time-up chit 
to the speaker. But when one comes 
to th ink of i t , the gif t of speech' is 
inseparable f rom democracy, f rom 
the art of persuasion. A n d the 
Russians are fluent at al l levels, be
cause they have to argue and persu
ade at all levels—in the fa rm, in the 
factory, in the office, in the par ty , 
in the Soviets. Even the dumb and 
the deaf here communicate their 
thoughts to each other w i th an ease 
that is capt ivat ing. Couldn't this 
sign language be a wor ld language? 
It is t ime to attempt that. Tour ism 
then w i l l know no bounds. 

But the wri t ten word is another 
matter. Editorials are another matter. 
Here, repeti t ion is i r r i t a t i n g and 
does curb the intellect by making 
people think in chorus. 

* * * 

Journalists were taken to several 
new construction sites the other day; 
Moscow, as a l l know, is g rowing at 
a tremendous rate, The stress now is 
on prefabricated panels of larger 
size. The entire floor, for instance, is 
made out of one panel. A sixty-flat 
panel b u i l d i n g takes about three 
months to complete, w i t h eight 
people work ing on two shifts. Five-
storey houses are preferred. They 
wi l l have no l i f t s . In housing con
struction on a mass scale, there is 
l i t t le room for variety, hut i t is 
being attempted through different 
colours. For instance, the south
wester'n district of Moscow is pleas
ing to the eye. But pleasure is st i l l 
a luxury . What the builders have 
foremost in mind is u t i l i t y and the 
t ime factor. We were shown some 
passing old huge bui ldings whose 
facade cost quite a lot—monstrosities 
of the Stalin era. 

On either side of the road to 
the a i rpor t . builders are busy. 
The first structures are visible. 
Further ahead is the site for the 
1967 W o r l d Fair . By then many 
more hotels w i l l open in Moscow. 
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