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are in Ind i a , i t is more or less 
inevitable that some communi ty or 
other, pol i t ica l ly conscious, eco
nomically competent or otherwise 
resourceful, should be in the van
guard of a publ ic movement, w i t h 
others co-operating w i t h i t or ex
tending support f r o m behind. That 
cannot make such a movement com
munal or sectarian so long as the 
goal aimed at is not communal or 
sectarian. 

Are the Sikhs out to have a State 
where other communit ies w i l l be 
treated wi th reserve or suppressed? 
That there is such a fear among 
non-Sikh communities in tile region 
may be admit ted. But such sus
p ic ion , apart f rom being uncharit
able, is also somewhat i l l og ica l . 
For, what the Sikhs have been 
demanding, al ter a l l , is no more 
than an autonomous Punjabi-speak
ing State which w i l l be as subject 
to the powerful control of the Cen
tre as any other State in the coun
try and which therefore w i l l be as 
much at a disadvantage in ill-treat
ing minori t ies as the others. Wha t 
experience has shown to be largely 
a groundless fear in other States 
should r i gh t ly apply to ant icipat ion 
of conditions in the new State that 
is being demanded. Neither can 
the argument about its being a bor
der State hold water after the deci
sion to confer Statehood on the 
\ a g a te r r i tory which too is on a 
border and a delicate border at 
that and which t i l l recently was 
seething not only wi th discontent 
but also disaffection and even vio
lent rebell ion. 
Too Late in the Day 

THE linguistie p r i n c i p l e migh t 
have proved somewhat perilous in 

practice, but having accepted it in 
the first instance and given effect 
to it elsewhere, there seems to be 
no meri t in winc ing f rom it so late 
in the day. A l l the possible reper
cussions should have been consider
ed in advance and provided for . 
Anyway, i t would savour of dis
c r imina t ion against regions or 
communities now to forswear the 
pr inc ip le or l im i t its appl ica t ion by 
d rawing a l ine at some point or 
other without adequate reason. 
W i t h regard to the Punjabi Suba 
demand, there has no doubt been 
some casual, vague allegation of 
liaison w i t h a foreign country. In 
fact, it was a responsible Congress 
leader that made such a charge, 
but strangely enough, it has not 
been repeated since, nor has any 

attempt been made to investigate 
so grave an allegation. Being nei
ther denied nor proved, i t would 
lead an objective observer to th ink 
that the purpose of it was more to 
cast subtle suspicion on the A k a l i 
move for an agitat ion rather than 
to warn the publ ic against any 
l u r k i n g danger. Th i s is unfa i r . In 
any case, w i t h no rei terat ion or 
proof for thcoming, this innuendo 
cannot be seriously entertained as 
a point for consideration in discuss
ing the Punjabi Suba demand, 
which , i f inadvisable or undesir
able, should be proved to be such 
by sustainable arguments. Bu t 
strangely again, no such arguments 
seem to have been advanced by 
those opposed to the demand who 
have been content to decry or mis
construe it or smother i t w i t h 
maudl in sentiments about un i ty , in 
tegri ty and the l ike . 
Need for Timely Action 
T H E S E attempts and Sardar 

Pratap Singh's draconian mea
sures might have weakened or 
undermined the movement, but not 
ended it . What is worse, the tragic 
procession of events in the Punjab 
has given rise to a deepening sense 
of frustration, bitterness and even 
resentment in the Sikh community , 
which is somewhat disquiet ing. The 
threatened fast is an expression of 
this frustration which r ight ly or 
wrong ly is fed by a feeling that the 
Sikhs who had fought so bravely 
for India 's freedom and honour are 
today being neglected, isolated and 
estranged and that there is none to 
stand up for them. This feel ing 
has to be removed for it bodes no 
good to the future. A n d again be
fore the painful his tory of Andhra 
and then of Maharashtra has a 
chance to repeat itself in the land 
of the five rivers, an earnest effort 
has to be made to find a solution 
which , whi le being more satisfying 
to the Sikhs than the unsuccessful 
regional fo rmula , would not be un
acceptable to the other communi
ties. It must be noted that of these 
communities a large number l i v i n g 
in the Haryana area are themselves 
keen on breaking away f rom the 
Punjab to j o i n neighbour ing H i n d i -
speaking areas for achieving that 
l inguist ic and cul tura l homogenity 
which they lack today. 

So the quest for separation can
not be considered one-sided even 
though the non-Sikh populat ion 
l i v i n g in the Punjabi-speaking 
te r r i to ry may be otherwise incl ined. 

It should not be difficult to allay 
their fears and misgivings par t icu
l a r ly in view of the present stand 
of the advocates of Pun jab i Suba 
that they are keen on ly on asserting 
a pr inc ip le , honoured in other parts 
of India, and that i t matters l i t t l e 
to them how the State is del imited 
and whether, in the del imi ta t ion to 
be ul t imately agreed upon, they en
joy numerical super ior i ty over the 
communities or constitute no more 
than 40 per cent of the populat ion. 
W i t h such an attitude, i t should 
not be difficult even to evolve a new 
formula that stops short of total 
separation and yet gives the lan
guage groups in the Punjab the 
sense of having come into their 
own cu l tu ra l ly and emotionally. 
But any gesture to be effective has 
to be t imely . It is delay that has 
complicated every l inguist ic issue 
in the past and roused ugly pas
sion. It would be impol i t i c not 
to draw a lesson f rom that. Mean
whi le . Sant Fateh Singh would be 
rendering a service to his commu
nity and country and. more than 
a l l . to his cause by desisting f rom 
his unfortunate decision to go on a 
fast, which cannot but aggravate 
the situation and hamper chances 
of a settlement. The issues involv
ed in the Punjab i Suba demand 
require calm, rational consideration 
which would be well-nigh impossible 
in an atmosphere charged further 
wi th emotion and oppressed by a 
sense of duress. 
Congress Dispute in Mysore 

THOUGH the firm atti tude adopted 
by top leaders of the Congress, 

par t icular ly Pandit Nehru , has so 
far prevented the Mysore Congress 
dispute f rom coming to a head, it 
has not eased the situation to any 
extent. Moves for unseating the Jatti 
Min i s t ry are s t i l l on, and it is no 
source of comfort that dissident 
elements in the Legislature Con
gress Party have the backing of 
powerful sections in the organisa
tional side. Because of various 
factors and par t icular ly on account 
of the confidence reposed in the 
Chief Minis ter by Pandit Nehru 
and others, the opposit ion of dis
gruntled groups is being directed 
less towards h im than to some of 
his colleagues. There has been an 
insistent demand that they should 
be dropped which Shr i Jatti has 
resolutely resisted. Al ternat ive ly it 
has been suggested that he should 
resign and reconstitute his Cabinet, 
obviously wi thout the unwanted 
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