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Weekly Notes 
No President's Rule for Orissa 

T H E Congress Par l iamentary 
Board, meeting in .New Delhi on 

Wednesday last, it is repor ted, ap
proved of the unanimous resolut ion 
passed by the Utkal Pradesh Con
gress Committee requesting the Con
gress H i g h Command to dissolve the 
Congress-Ganatantra Parishad coal i 
t i on in Orissa. This is surpr is ing, 
consider ing that the UPCC resolu
t ion had also called upon the Leader 
of the Congress Assembly Party " to 
approach the Governor for Presi
dent's rule for the per iod between 
the dissolution of the Min is t ry and 
the fo rmat ion of the new Ministry 
after the General E lect ions" . How 
could the Congress President, the 
P r ime Minis ter and the Home M i 
nister, who attended the meeting of 
the Par l iamentary Board, among 
others, should have Messed so 

patently unconst i tut ional and dan
gerous a demand by which the 
Stale Congress Party seeks, in 
effect, to claim for itself the right to 
decide when the State shall he ruled 
by the democratic process and when 
not. Whatever the local reasons for 
the Orissa Congress Party's move, 
one would have expected the na
t ional leadership of the Congres- to 
act w i th far greater judgement in 
the interests of the development of 
healthy consti tut ional practice in the 
country. 

The Congress-Ganatantra Parishad 
coal i t ion Min is t ry has been in sad
dle in Orissa since May 1959 and. 
the ideological difference between 
the two parties notwi thstanding, the 
partnership appears to have worked 
qui te sinoothlv from all accounts. 
W h y . then, has the Congress deve-
loped this acute sense of delicaey 
towards shar ing the work of the 
Government wi th the Parishad'.? 
Surely, not for ideological reason-: 
A more likely explanat ion appears 
to be that under the present arrange
ment a section of the Stale Congress. 
whose influence w i th in the Party has 
grown rap id ly in recent mouths ha
lo content itself without a -hare in 
the Government. This is clearly in
tolerable and so the present set-up 
must be done away w i t h ! 

The Utkal Pradesh Congress Party 
is. of course, perfect ly w i th in its 

rights in refusing to continue to be a 
par ly to the coal i t ion M in i s t r y . But 
what about its demand that after 
the coal i t ion Government steps down, 
the President should lake over the 
admin is t ra t ion of the State? What 
business is it of the ' 'Leader of the 
Congress Assembly P a r t y " to "ap 
proach the Governor fo r Presi
dent's ru le "? If after the dissolu
t ion of the coal i t ion M in is t ry , the 
Congress finds itself unable, or un
w i l l i ng , to fo rm the Government, it 
should step aside and let the Cana-
lantra Parishad, as the second 
largest Party in the Assembly, do 
so. if again, it cannot lend its 
support , for whatever reasons, to a 
Garatantra Parishad Min is t ry and 
there is minister ial instabi l i ty as a 
result, then the Governor should dis
r o b e the legislature and call lo r 
fresh elections. There is no consti
tut ional reason why in Orissa the 
elections should not be held in 1961 
in- lead of in the fo l lowing year. 

Why does the Congress fight shy 
of a mid- term election in Orissa 
when it felt no qualms about de
manding, and f ight ing, a s imi lar 
election in Kerala not so long ago? 
The reason, as Dr Mahatab has 
admit ted, is that the Congress can
not hope In seen re a clear majo
r i ty in the Assembly if the State 
goes to the polls next year. It must, 
therefore, stall for t ime, even if this 
means perver t ing the provis ions of 
the Const i tut ion. Ar t ic le .356 of 
the Const i tut ion provides lo r Presi
dent's rule in any Slate if the Pre
sident is satisfied that "a situation 
has arisen in which the Government 
of the Slate cannot be carr ied on in 
accordance wi th the provisions of 

this Const i tut ion ". This cer-
fainly does not entit le any pol i t ica l 
party to del iberately manoeuvre 
for the supersession of a democrat ic 
government by an author i ta r ian set
up for considerations of par ly ex
pediency. 

This is clearly not a matter 
which concerns Orissa alone. The 
Congress High Command must re-
ingnise this and advise the Orissa 
Congress Party to either carry on 
wi th the coal i t ion or prepare itself 
for a mid- term election immediate ly 
fo l lowing the dissolution of the pre
sent Min is t ry . 
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Sugar Mill for the South 

SUGAR cante thr ives so much 
better in the t ropical cl imate of 

the South that it is only a past his
tor ical accident wh ich st i l l confines 
the sugar mi l ls largely to the semi-
temperate Nor th , where the crush ing 
per iod is so much shorter, y ie ld of 
sugar cane per acre so much lower 
and even sucrose content of cane so 
much poorer. T rue , both natural 
factors and economic forces have 
been work ing slowly and almost i m 
percept ibly towards rec t i fy ing the 
imbalance in the sugar economy of 
the country. But they can work 
only to the extent that they are al
lowed to work, and are not interfer
ed w i th , by the wel l -known forces 
of inert ia on one side and man-
made policies on the other. 

How great this imbalance, sti l l is 
may be judged f r o m the cont inu ing 
paradox that the South, so much 
more advantageously placed in. re
gard to sugar product ion , is fa r 
f rom being self-sufficient and has to 
impor t sugar to the extent of at 
least a th i rd of its estimated con
sumpt ion. 

A well-planned sugar factory in 
the South should, therefore, get off 
to a f ly ing start. Indeed, it is on ly 
when the industry moves largely to 
the South that India can hope to be
come a net exporter of sugar. 

ko tha r i Sugar and Chemicals 
L im i led which has been started by 
Ko lhar i & Sons of Madras with an 
authorised capital of Rs 500 lakhs 
of which Rs 30 lakhs are go ing to 
be issued, therefore, starts under 
highly favourable auspices. The 
new company is to set up a sugar 
factory in T i ruch i rapa l l i . 200 miles 
south of Madras, with a crushing 
capacity of 1.000 to 1,250 tons a 
day. The plant and machinery w i l l 
be manufactured in Madras by 
Pinny 's Engineer ing Works in colla
borat ion wi th Messrs Mi r r lees Wat
son & Co L td . the reputed Scottish 
manufacturers of sugar machinery. 
The factory w i l l go into product ion 
by December 1961. 

Of the company's total capi ta l 
issue of Rs 80 lakhs, the Ind ian 
Investment Corporat ion of Madras 
and the L i fe Insuranee Corporat ion 
of Ind ia w i l l each .subscribe to Rs 
15 lakhs of shares. The balance of 
the issue has been underwr i t ten . 


