
Assam Press Bill 
Aimed at Calcutta Newspapers 

THE anti-Bengali riots in Assam 
on a mass .scale would no! have 

been possible wi thout the fullest co
operat ion f rom all sections of the 
Assamese publ ic . The Assam Gov
ernment, however, has been holding 
mainly the Calcutta Press respon
sible, and just now it has in i t ia ted 
a b i l l whose real intention is to im
pose restrictions on Calcutta papers 
in Assam. 

W H O M D I D NEWSPAPERS I N C I T E ; ? 

As soon as the move to make 
Assamese the sole official language 
for the whole of the State by law 
got known, the Bengalis is of Cachar 
and the h i l l tribes of Assam expres
sed their disapproval . These non-
Assamiya citizens of Assam, who 
live in live out of the eleven dis
tricts of Assam and who form 14 
per cent of the popula t ion , do not 
know Assamese. The Assamese-
speaking people in these districts 
fo rm less than one per cent. They 
expressed their disapproval through 
a conference in Silchar at which 
speeehes were made and resolutions 
passed against the adopt ion of Assa
mese in a perfectly peaceful and 
consti tutional manner. 

The Calcutta newspapers gave 
wide pub l i c i ty to these speeehes and 
resolutions. It is difficult to see how 
these could have incited violence. 
And whom could they have incited? 
These papers are read by the Ben
galis of Caehar. of Brahmaput ra 
Valley and West Bengal and they 
cannot be said to have been incited 
to violence for the simple reason 
that no violence ever look place in 
these areas. After the news of the 
murder of some Bengal is of Cashar 
in the Brahmaput ra Valley reached 
Cachar. and after nearly 15.000 
Bengalis had come to Cachar ad re
fugees and had told their tare of 
woe. the Bengalis of Caehar got ex
cited, but not a single case of as
sault, arson, murder or rape took 
place. 

CONGRESS D I S C R E D I T E D " 

When for two f u l l weeks" lawless
ness prevai led , Shr i Krishna Mer ion , 
Shr i Sanjiva Reddy, Pandit , Nehru 
and other digni tar ies of the Con
gress Par ty visited the Brahmaputra 
Valley but not one gave any idea of 
the seriousness of the s i tuat ion. Some 

very respectable persons of Assam 
even wrote in certain newspapers 
that houses were burnt by Bengali 
house-owners themselves so as to 
discredit the Assamese. The State 
Government d i d not provide correct 
i n fo rma t ion . Had it not been for 
the Calcutta newspapers which gave 
pub l i c i ty to the holocaust, the I n 
dian publ ic would not have known 
of the extent of the loss and damage. 

The allegation against the Cal
cutta newspapers is that by publish
i n g exaggerated reports they had 
excited one communi ty against the 
other. Whom d id the Calcul ta news
papers —against whom the Parlia
mentary Delegation also reported -
incite? If such exaggerated reports 
were l ikely to excite the Bengalis to 
take reprisals against the Assamese. 
there were actually no reprisals. So. 
it is difficult to understand how the 
Calcutta newspapers could be held 
responsible for the atrocities in As
sam. The Assam Government is a 
Congress Government and the Cal
cutta news papers exposed the weak
nesses and follies of the Congress 
Government. The Congress Parly 
today stands discredited, and this is 
due to the vigilance of the Calcutta 
newspapers. This, therefore, is the 
reason why the Calcutta Press is 
blamed. 

ASSAM PRESS RESPONSIBLE: 

The Assamese in the Brahmaputra 
Valley had been throughout inci ted 
by the English and Assamiya news
papers of Gauhat i . A false report 
of the bu rn ins of the Assam Sahitya 
Sabha at Silchar appeared in the 
Assamese newspapers, and for seven 
days no contradict ion was published. 
The news that some processionals in 
Shi l long had shouted slogans, des
c r ib ing Assamese as a donkey's lan
guage was widely circulated and 
dramatised w i t h i l lustrations and 
cartoons by the Assamese Press. 
Through these newspapers, w i l d and 
exci t ing news was circulated amon
gst the Assamese who got infur ia ted 
and started violence on the Bengalis. 
If anybody in Assam or Bengal 
was ever excited, it was the Assam
ese and if any papers provoked 
them to violence, it was the Assa
mese papers. If false and exaggera
ted news of atrocities on Bengalis 
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bad appeared in Calcutta papers, it 
should have provoked the Bengalis 
to violence on non-Bengalis. Since 
this d id not happen, how can the 
Calcutta Press be held responsible 
for the anti-Bengali r iots? On the 
other hand. the Assamese newspa
pers had given absolutely false 
news of the slander of the Assamese 
language and l i terature, wi th carto
ons, i l lustrat ions, etc. This provok
ed the Assamese not against the 
Bengalis of West Bengal or Caehar, 
but against the Bengalis of the 
Brahmaputra Valley who have al
ready learnt Assamese and have sup
ported its adoption as the Slate 
language. The Assam Government 
has already sufficient powers over 
the Press. But has it taken any 
action against any Assamese news
paper? 

The Assamese newspapers have 
practical ly no c i rcula t ion beyond 
Assam, People outside Assam, 
therefore, cannot f o r m any idea of 
what these Assamese newspapers had 
done. People outside Bengal and 
Assarn read Calcutta newspapers, 
and they see that the Calcutta news
papers are hostile to the Assamese. 
So. without seeing the other side of 
the picture, many people outside 
Assam conclude that the Calcutta 
newspapers are. wi thout sufficient 
reason, hostile to the Assamese and 
their State, Calcutta newspapers 
may have exposed the Congress 
H i g h Command and annoyed Nehru, 
Pant or A j i t Prasad Jain (who head
ed the Par l iamentary Delegation and 
on whose recommendation the Press 
Bi l l is being in i t i a t ed ) , bur they 
were doing no more than their duty . 

The Congress has had no hold on 
the h i l l people of Assam, and one 
unfortunate result of the recent hap
penings is that they have lost what
ever fa i th they had in the Congress 
leadership. The tragic happenings, 
the way in which the situation was 
handled and the remedies proposed 
by those in power, have convinced 
the h i l l people and other minor i t ies 
in Assam that no justice can be ex
pected f rom the Congress, which , 
after a l l . is a pol i t ical par ty and 
whose leaders, however exalted they 
may be. w i l l look to the prestige 
and position of their par ty first , 
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