
Weekly Notes 
Metric Weights from the 1st 

W I T H the change-over t o metr ic 
weights f r o m the 1st of this 

month , I nd i a enters the f inal stages 
of the met r ic system. Consider ing 
the enormous diff icult ies invo lved, 
the change-over has proceeded f a i r l y 
smoothly so fa r , and the t ime sche
dule set and the graduat ion of the 
stages reflect in retrospect good j udg 
ment and an, adequate apprec ia t ion 
of the diff iculties invo lved. The 
process has been great ly helped by 
the adopt ion of the metr ic system by 
a number of Government depart
ments and industr ies wel l ahead of 
the D-Day. The Commerc ia l Depart 
ments of the Rai lways, f o r example, 
changed over in A p r i l th is year ; 
pet ro l pumps have been sel l ing o i l 
by the l i t re f o r qu i te some t ime and 
the ju te indust ry changed over f r o m 
Ju ly . The wholesale t rade in c loth 
has had two sets of pr ices side by 
side — one in met r ic and the other 
in the old measure — fo r a year. 

Me t r i c weights have now been 
made compulsory in not i f ied mun i 
c ipa l areas and regulated markets 
w h i c h come under the A g r i c u l t u r a l 
Produce Marke t Ac t as also in the 
f o l l o w i n g industr ies : 

Cotton text i les, i r on and steel, 
engineer ing, heavy chemicals, ce
ment, salt, paper , p u l p and pa-
perboard , refractor ies, non-fer
rous metals, alloys and the i r pro
ducts, vanaspat i , soap and woo l , 
both raw and manufac tu red . 

Besides, t rade in coffee, cotton and 
raw rubber is also to be in metr id 
un i ts on ly . Th is means that buyers 
and sellers of these products and 
commodit ies outside not i f ied area! 
also w i l l have to transact business in) 
metr ic weights and measures. 

I t w i l l be noticed that the l ist in-
eludes cotton texti les, salt, soap and 
woollens — al l cater ing to the dai ly 
necessities of l i fe — wh ich should 
serve as an excellent med ium for 
f am i l i a r i s i ng metr ic weights to the 
ent i re pub l i c . Inc identa l ly , the t h i n 
end of the wedge has been i n t r o -
duced f o r l inear measures, e.g., 
c lo th or woollens. People have al-
ready started t h i nk ing in terms of 
met r ic weights. They have to, f o r 
when they buy any of the products 
of the l isted industr ies, or shops in 

not i f ied areas, the b i l l s are made out 
in met r ic "weights and the pr ices 
they pay are based on the new and 
un fam i l i a r set of weights. 

Weights Fall Short 

C O N V E R S I O N tables f o r prices 
according to the met r ic system 

are now very much in demand every
where and f a i r l y adequate prepara
t ion has been made to meet th is de
mand . One cannot say the same ab
out the new set of weights wh ich 
every t rader, large and smal l , has to 
buy and equip himsel f w i t h . M a n y 
small t raders have not yet been able 
to purchase the new weights. The i n 
evitable last moment rush to buy 
has created a temporary d is locat ion, 
despite preparat ions l ong in advance 
of l icensing manufacturers so that 
standard weights could be suppl ied 
to a l l traders in t ime. Compuls ion 
in the case of weights and measures, 
however, stands in a s l ight ly di f fe
rent category in that i ts enforce
ment comes under the Weights and 
Measures Ac t , and the v io la t ion of 
this Ac t is ah offence, f o r the detec
t i o n of w h i c h there are Inspectors of 
Weights and Measures. So despite 
a heroic resolve, widely advertised 
in advance, that no extension of t ime 
wou ld be al lowed f o r the in t roduc
t ion of met r ic weights, the State 
Government had to relax and give a 
very l im i ted extension of t ime — a 
week to ten days — to enable every
one in the trade to get a new set 
o f weights. 

W i t h the adopt ion o f met r ic wei
ghts, the t rans i t ion to the decimal 
system also enters the hardest stage. 
Fo r adopt ion o f dec imal coinage, 
the pub l i c d i d not have to depend 
on a large number of manufacturers , 
b i g and smal l , f o r the phys ica l 
supp ly of dec imal coinage. For the 
weights, the pub l i c has to do that. 
Even psychologica l ly , the centre was 
s t i l l there — the rupee. For weights, 
that centre, too, is gone. 

Gap in Machine Tools 

THE demand fo r machine tools is 
expected to expand f r o m the 

cur rent level of Rs 20 crores to ab
out Rs 50 crores by the end of 
T h i r d Five-Year P l a n . Th i s could 
be taken as a measure of the con
templated expansion of a l l sorts of 
industr ies. To meet th is increase in 
demand, mach ine tool factor ies in 

the p u b l i c sector w i l l substant ial ly 
increase thei r p roduc t ion and ptent 
capaci ty and a new p l a n t w i l l he 
set up in .this sector f o r the manu-
facture of heavy machine took . 
Nevertheless, the combined output of 
these, inc lud ing the expected cont r i 
bu t ion f r o m the proto- type factory 
at A m b e m a t h , w i l l not come up (0 
more than ha l f of the estimated de
mand and a gap of Rs 30 crores 
w o r t h of machine tools per year 
wou ld be lef t to be covered by ex
pansion of machine tool p roduct ion 
in the pr ivate sector. 

H o w the gap is to be f i l led, how
ever, st i l l remains to be worked out . 
The decision just taken that the 
Government o f Ind ia w i l l f reely 
license manufacture of di f ferent 
types of machine tools is, therefore; 
to be welcomed as a construct ive 
step to fill this gap. A press note 
announc ing this re laxat ion of pol icy 
ment ions the par t icu lar types of 
machine tools wh ich the p r i va te sec
tor is inv i ted to take up — lathes 
l i ke bench lathes, cone pul ley lathes, 
a l l geared lathes, e tc ; capstans 
and tu r re ts ; automat ics ; m i l l i n g 
machines; d r i l l i n g machines, i n 
c lud ing bench and p i l le r d r i l l s and 
radia l d r i l l s ; and g r i n d i n g machines 
l i ke gr inders, surface gr inders , too l 
and cutter gr inders and wood work-
ing machines. 

A condi t ion has been imposed, 
however, that only those schemes w i l l 
be approved f o r sett ing up new units 
wh ich contemplate manufacture of 
machine tools i nc lud ing produc t ion 
of (all?) components and not mere
ly f o r assembling machine tools 
f r o m impor ted parts. Proposals i n 
vo lv ing investments o f more than 
Rs 10 lakhs in f ixed assets or f o r 
employment of more than 100 per
sons w i l l , as usual , requi re license 
under the Industr ies (Development) 
Regulat ion Ac t . Schemes f o r smaller 
uni ts have also been inv i ted . These 
w i l l have to be submit ted to the 
Senior Indus t r i a l Adv iser (Engineer
i n g ) , Development W i n g , M in i s t r y 
of Commerce and Indus t ry Consi
der ing the enterpr ise shown by 
smal l scale producers, especially in 
the Pun jab , in the p roduc t i on o f 
smal l machine tools of a l l sorts, some 
m o r e attent ion pa id to th is very 
p rom is ing sector should be highly 
reward ing . 
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