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Dr Gallup in an Indian Village 
Harish Pandya 

THIS brochure is to be welcomed 
as i t embodies the results of an 

empir ica l s tudy made at the t ime 
of the last General Elect ion, of 
v o t i n g behaviour in B o r i a v i , a v i l 
lage 27 miles f r o m Baroda on the 
Baroda-Ahmedabad r a i l w a y line. I t 
is to be hoped t h a t Dr Sornjee's 
s tudy is symptomat ic of a change 
of interest among I n d i a n pol i t i ca l 
scientists f r o m problems such as 
"T H Green's po l i t i ca l philosophy" 
and "Social Cont rac t theories in A n 
cient I n d i a " to actual inves t iga t ion 
of I n d i a n pol i t ica l behaviour in the 
context of economic, rel igious and 
social condit ions ob ta in ing in the 
country . Only when Ind i an pol i t ica l 
scientists get the i r teeth in to this 
k i n d of problem is there some hope 
of any con t r ibu t ion to pol i t ica l 
theory being made by them. Dr 
Sornjee's pamphlet is therefore 
doubly welcome. 

A f t e r an unnecessary, and, I re
gret to say, a pretentious section on 
the logic of question and answer 
it looks as though Dr Somjee was 
t r y i n g to assure his colleagues tha t 
his inves t iga t ion was rea l ly theoret i 
cal even though he was rubb ing 
shoulders w i t h grubby peasantry . 
Dr Somjee proceeds to te l l us tha t 
he and his assistants adopted the 
method of 'par t ic ipant observation. ' 
'Par t ic ipant observat ion ' is the rage 
among Ind i an highbrows today, 
thanks to the invasion of I n d i a by 
Point Four and T C M social scient
ists, Dr Somjee tells us t h a t he had 
the advice of his colleagues in the 
Depar tment of Sociology in p lan
n i n g his survey. I t is a p i ty tha t 
his sociological colleagues d id not 
explain to h i m the real mean ing of 
'par t ic ipant observation. ' In the 
l a t t e r the inves t iga tor spends at 
least a year in a commun i ty shar
ing the l i fe of the o rd ina ry people 
and w i n n i n g their confidence. He 
collects a vast amount of data, and 
uses questionnaires as l i t t l e as pos
sible. 

No one who had real ly studied a 
society by means of the method of 
par t i c ipan t observat ion ' ( w h a t a 

) w o u l d show the naivete 
wh ich many of Dr Somjee's re
m a r k s show. For instance, Dr 
somjee writes "Although socially a 

homogeneous group, none of the 
Pa t i da r samples expressed his caste 
sentiments i n connection w i t h v o t i n g 
in spite of direct questions to t h a t 
effect f r o m our in ven t i l a to r s . " (p 24. 
Emphasis added) The idea t h a t 
s t ranger- invest igators could unear th 
caste-sentiments by direct question
i n g in f o r m a l in terviews is too 
simple-minded for words. Dr Sorn
jee's remarks , made t h i r t y pages 
later, belie his claims to employing 
the method of par t ic ipan t observa
t ion , "Consequently the lack of 
f a m i l i a r i t y on the par t of the i n 
vest igator w i t h his sample acted as 
one of the factors in the pol i t ica l 
i na r t i cu l a t i on of some of the sam
ples." (p 54 ) 

B o r i a v i is too large a vi l lage ( i t 
is classified as a ' t o w n ' in the 1951 
census) to be studied w i thou t the 
a id of sampl ing techniques. Dr 
Sornjee's pamphlet is l ibe ra l ly inter
spersed w i t h numer ica l da ta and the 
reviewer i s t h a n k f u l to h i m for i t . 
But surely, the expression of figures 
in terms of percentages is occasion
a l l y d i s to r t ing especially where the 
sample studied is smal l . For inst
ance, on p 25 Dr Somjee wri tes tha t 
5 per cent of his samples were 
Barots and t h a t the percentage of 
vote- in tent ion among them was 100 
per cent, 50 per cent v o t i n g for 
Congress and 50 per cent v o t i n g for 
Mahagujera t . Then comes the 
ear th-shaking conclusion, "They 
(Barots ) seemed to have been 
s t rong ly influenced by the leaders of 
bo th the par t ies ; ' T h u m b i n g 
t h rough the pages one finds t h a t 
t w o Baro ts were in te rv iewed! 

In the f i rs t few pages alone Dr 
Somjee makes it clear t h a t he is not 
a mere fact-gatherer . He has a 
'hypothesis ' to test, viz, to f ind out 
the part played by forces such as 
fa l ia ' (neighbourhood group) , caste 

and local leadership in the elections. 
He also states tha t he wanted to 
f ind out how an immense and 
nat ion-wide phenomenon l ike the 
General Elect ion was t rans la ted in to 
local terms. B o t h sensible tasks, in 
spite of the pompous manner in 
w h i c h they are stated. Dr Somjee 
wr i tes : " A l t h o u g h the influence of 
the caste and religious sentiment on 
the vot ing-behaviour was consider-

able it cannot be said to be univer
sal ly present. T h a t is to say t h a t 
neither a l l the caste a n d sub-caste 
groups expressed their sentiments of 
'weness' in connection of v o t i n g 
th rough the i d iom of caste nor d id 
a sample expl ic i t ly state t ha t he 
was go ing to vote for a par t i cu la r 
candidate because he belonged to his 
caste or communi ty . Brahmins , 
Pat idars . Barias , Barots , Dar j i s , 
Luhars , Sonis, Dhobis, etc. d id not 
say t h a t they as a caste-group were 
go ing to vote for th is or tha t candi
date. Caste considerations begin to 
appear among the lower s tratas 
(sic) of H i n d u society such as Kach -
chia Patels, Bhois and Bariayas. 
There too the sent iment of caste 
w i t h regard to the election was not 
universa l ly present. To the best of 
our knowledge, none of these caste-
groups excepting the Bara iyas got 
together to vote for this or t ha t 
candidate. A n d so far as the Ba ra i -
yas were concerned they are so 
scattered in the villages of K a i r a 
D i s t r i c t that the i r caste leaders to 
the best of our i n f o r m a t i o n d id not 
reach the average Ba ra iya voter ." 
(p 30) 

This long quota t ion gives a b r ie f 
summary of Dr Sornjee's findings. 
I t is confusing in some ways. In 
one place Dr Somjee implies t ha t 
caste considerations were not pre
sent because his 'samples' (what a 
word! ) said so whi le in another he 
says simply that such considerations 
were not. present. Aga in , in one 
place, he says tha t caste considera
tions were present among the lower 
castes while in another he says they 
were not present even among the 
Baraiyas . F ina l l y , no one acquaint
ed w i t h vi l lages w i l l agree w i t h h i m 
when he says tha t Bara iya leaders 
were not in touch w i t h the i r fo l low
ers because of scattered settlements. 

Even Dr Somjee says tha t ' r e l i 
gious' factors exercised a definite 
influence on the voting-decisions of 
Musl ims. Christ ians, and Har i j ans . 
(Since when did Har i j ans become a 
separate ' rel igion'? Dr Sornjee's per
sistent references to them as dis
t inc t f r o m the Hindus is ununder-
standable, to say the least.) 

Accord ing to Dr Somjee himself, 
caste was obviously operative w i t h 
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the lower castes ( inc lud ing H a r i -
j ans ) , and re l ig ion w i t h Chr is t ians 
and Musl ims . Perhaps i f D r Som-
jee's methods had been a l i t t l e sub
t ler and deeper, he m i g h t have found 
caste operative w i t h the higher 
castes as wel l . I f the techniques of 
'par t ic ipant observat ion ' had been 
rea l ly applied, Dr Somjee w o u l d 
have been able to l is ten in on many 
a conversat ion reveal ing the indi rec t 
ways in wh ich caste expressed i t 
self. Dr Somjee, for instance, says 
t h a t the economic fac tor was the 
most potent factor o f a l l . I t m a y 
indeed have been so, but a surpr is ing 
omission is the castewise d i s t r i bu 
t i on of land-ownership, and the 
numerical s t rength of each caste. 
Th i s wou ld have given some idea 
of the in ter-meshing of caste and 
economic factors. 

Sometimes i t is rea l ly difficult to 
discover wha t Dr Somjee means. Fo r 

instance, expla in ing the H a r i j a n 
vote, h e says ' T h e y voted a s a caste, 
not in order to m a i n t a i n themselves 
as a caste but to be able to rise 
higher in the economic and social 
scale. ' '(p 50) Trans la ted in to simple 
E n g l i s h th i s means tha t a caste 
w h i c h votes en bloc for a candidate 
in order to raise i ts posi t ion is not 
v o t i n g on caste considerations. 
Comment is superfluous. 

L a n d Tenancy A c t i s r i g h t l y given 
an enormous amount of importance 
by Dr Somjee. Bu t the reviewer 
would have l iked Dr Somjee to ex
p la in how exact ly th is Act w o r k e d 
in Bor iav i , Reports f r o m other 
areas in Gujerat do not show tha t 
the A c t was very effective in t rans
f e r r i n g land f rom b ig l and owners 
to tenants. A g a i n , Dr Somjee does 
not dis t inguish between landowners 
resident in the v i l lage and absentee 
landowners. Some landowners are 

also tenants, and occasionally, even 
hire themselves out as labourers. 

Accord ing to Dr Somjee, the 
'leaders' were very impor t an t in i n 
f luencing vot ing-behaviour of thei r 
followers. He w o u l d have added to 
the usefulness of his pamphlet i f 
he had explained to his readers w h a t 
exact ly was the k i n d of hold the 
leaders had landownership, mem
bership of pa r t i cu la r castes, money-
lending, crucia l contacts, education 
etc. He wr i tes : " I t may be interest
ing to note tha t whenever a sample 
d id not act in accordance w i t h thfe 
dictates of caste, religious or econo
mic considerations, wherever they 
definitely operated, one could trace 
the influence of a pol i t ica l leader 
in such a vot ing-decis ion." (p 4) 
Th is is contradic ted for Chris t ians 
and Musl ims (p 51 ), who, according 
to Dr Somjee, voted for the Con
gress candidate on the ins t ruct ions 

352 



THE ECONOMIC WEEKLY March 7, 1959 

of leaders of t he i r respective r e l i 
gious leaders res id ing outside 
B o r i a v i . 

The reviewer is not t r y i n g to deny 
the impor tance of ei ther leaders or 
of economic factors . W h a t he is 
objec t ing to is t h a t Dr Somjee's 
survey is neither deep nor syste
mat ic , and Dr Somjee lacks the 
requisite 'bag of tools ' to c a r r y out 
effectively the t a sk he has under
t aken . One methodologica l question 
seems to have escaped h i m a l to 
gether: w h a t guarantee is there t h a t 
voters f inally vote as they have t o l d 

T H I S is a revised and considera
b ly enlarged version o f Dr 

Desai's ear l ier I n t r o d u c t i o n to 
R u r a l Sociology i n I n d i a ' . B o t h 
books have the same pa t t e rn : a 
f i rs t section discussing some of the 
problems a n d categories used in 
the s tudy of r u r a l society, and a 
second pa r t consis t ing of repr in ts 
and abridgements of var ious sub
s tan t ive art icles on the subject. 

V i r t u a l l y no changes have been 
made in the f i r s t p a r t of the book. 
B u t the ' readings' of the ear l ier 
edi t ion, none of w h i c h h a d specific 
reference to Ind ia , have been replac-
ed by w r i t i n g s about I n d i a n r u r a l 
society. One or t w o of the ar t icles 
selected come f r o m the 'classics' : 
f o r example, there is the famous 
ex t rac t f r o m Capita) and there are 
t w o shor t pieces f r o m Baden-Po
well 's book, 'The Or ig in and 
G r o w t h o f V i l l age Communi t ies i n 
I n d i a ' . B u t most of the pieces are 
t aken f r o m recent publ icat ions by 
sociologists, some of t h e m f r o m 
re la t ive ly inaccessible or ephemeral 
sources. I n add i t ion , D r Desai has 
classified the pieces in to ten sections, 
w h i c h are designed to show the 
change and development now t a k i n g 
place in I n d i a n r u r a l society, and 
the obstacles w h i c h such develop
ments meet. 

I t i s to be regre t ted t h a t Dr 
Desai was not able to apply to the 
f i rs t p a r t of the book the same 
rad ica l surgery w h i c h he has used 
on the second. W h e n a t h i r d edi
t i o n of the book is contemplated, 
I w o u l d recommend t h a t the f o l 
l o w i n g points should be t aken in to 
considerat ion. F i r s t l y , a l t h o u g h the 

By A R Desai. The I n d i a n Society 
o f A g r i c u l t u r a l Economics, Bombay , 
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the inves t iga tors they would? A g a i n , 
how does one k n o w they give the 
reasons w h i c h rea l ly p rompt them, 
assuming t h a t they are c lear ly 
aware of them? 

Dr Somjee's pamphlet seems to 
have been w r i t t e n in a great h u r r y . 
Spel l ing and punc tua t ion leave much 
to be desired. One sentence reads: 
'This d i f f icul ty was a l l the more 

greater in the case of female sam
ples." (Emphasis added) Then there 
is a gem on p 24: " A m o n g the P a t i -
dars the samples who failed to ex
press the i r vote- in ten t ion were 

categories and theoret ical frame
w o r k of the f i rs t pa r t of the book 
are in m a n y ways d i rec t ly applica
ble to I n d i a n society, there never
theless remains here a n d there an 
out look a n d approach wh ich is not 
I n d i a n , but A m e r i c a n . F o r instance 
in the chapter on Economy, I con
sider t h a t the d is t inc t ive character 
of I n d i a n as agains t A m e r i c a n 
agr i cu l tu re — its labour- intensive-
ness — is not sufficiently b rough t 
out. 

Secondly there is an unfor tuna te 
a i r of 'manifesto ' or ' p rogramme ' 
pervading the f i rs t p a r t of the book. 
We are con t inua l ly being to ld w h a t 
should be done. I confine myse l f 
to one example, f r o m page 20 : 

"A detailed map o f I n d i a indicat 
i n g var ious n a t u r a l and economic 
regions; i nd i ca t ing areas inhabi ted 
by populat ions l i v i n g in var ious 
stages of economic development; 
showing l inguis t ic regions inc lud ing 
regions based on different dialects 
as we l l as different va r i a t ions of the 
m a i n language; and showing, fur 
ther, rel igious regions based on 
different rel igious beliefs p reva i l ing 
among the people; w i l l t h r o w great 
l i gh t on some of the most b u r n i n g 
problems o f I n d i a n s o c i e t y . , . . " 

W o u l d i t not have been better, in 
a book designed to introduce people 
to the subject, to show them wha t 
has been done: or even, if such a 
m a p is an 'urgent need' to make i t 
a n d publish i t in the book? The basis 
o f my c r i t i c i sm i s t h a t m a n y o f the 
questions described in the f irst 
par t of the book as r equ i r ing an 
urgent answer, could in fact have 
been answered, at least in par t , 
f r o m the readings g iven in the 
second part , or f r o m other sources. 
One m i g h t even argue tha t more 

essentially female samples." ( E m 
phasis added) W h a t were they 
inessential ly? 

These c r i t i c i sms should not be 
understood to mean t ha t the review-
er does not welcome the pamphlet . 
He does. Dr Somjee's endeavour 
deserves to be praised. He is on 
the r i g h t road and t ha t i s the i m 
por t an t t h i n g . Let us hope t h a t in 
the near future the Depar tment of 
Po l i t i ca l Science in Baroda w i l l lead 
the other Univers i t ies in th i s type 
of research. 

is k n o w n about the peasants of 
Ind ia , the i r economic, po l i t i ca l and 
rel igious l i fe , t h a n about peasants 
anywhere in the w o r l d . T h e f i r s t 
par t of Dr Desai's book has not 
tapped the r i c h sources of i n f o r m a 
t i o n to be found in the older, as 
we l l as more recent, l i t e r a tu re 
about the I n d i a n countryside. 

T h i r d l y I would l ike to suggest 
t h a t in future editions of the book 
there should be some discussion of 
sociological t heo ry ; at least an 
explana t ion of such basic concepts 
as ' s t ructure ' , ' funct ion ' , 'system', 
and so f o r t h . I t i s t rue t ha t an 
in te l l igent reader w i l l pick up the 
mean ing when he goes t h rough the 
second par t of the book, but, unless 
he is exceptionally in te l l igent , he 
w i l l not realise that behind many 
of the analyses lies a coherent and 
systematic body of sociological 
theory. 

F i n a l l y the student who uses 
th is book would benefit i f he were 
t o l d something of the methods and 
techniques w h i c h can be used in 
the study of r u r a l society, I t h i n k 
i t w o u l d add l i fe to the book i f one 
were t o l d how a survey is conduc
ted, of w h a t intensive f ie ldwork 
consists, h o w questionnaires are 
f ramed, w h a t a genealogy is. w h a t 
the 'case method ' is, and, most 
i m p o r t a n t l y , i f the student were 
warned to look a t pa r t i cu la r bodies 
o f i n f o r m a t i o n and to t r y to eva
luate the i r accuracy and w o r t h 
agains t the methods used to collect 
tha t i n f o r m a t i o n , A teaching book 
should t r y at least to inculcate the 
h a b i t o f c r i t i c i sm. 

Nevertheless, i f in te l l igen t ly used, 
D r Desai's book w i l l provide a s t i 
m u l a t i n g a id to class-room teaching. 
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