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FROM across the East River, a 
chill winter wind is blowing. 

The cherry blossoms in the United 
Nations garden have long been 
dead. The branches and trees are 
bare. A n d the ground Is strewn 
w i t h leaves, once green and red and 
golden. Winter is here. 

As w i t h the seasons, so w i t h 
politics. Inside the glass walls of 
the United Nations building it is 
getting colder and colder. And not 
for want of airconditioning. The 
air is so thick one could cut It w i th 
a schoolboy's penknife. The chill 
political winds have bared the 
hearts of men. Their golden hopes 
lie dead on the ground for a l l to 
trample. 

For days now the General Assem
bly has debated disarmament. 
What we now have by way of an 
agreement if agreement It may be 
called is distressing. The fact Is 
that behind the show that is put 
up in the spacious hall of the As
sembly building, is the shadow of 
fear. It is fear that the Soviet 
Union has inspired in the West and 
notably in the United States, by the 
sudden revelation of its technologi
cal excellence. The goings on at 
the United Nations have relevance 
only in the context of what is going 
on in the United States. And any
one who understands the pulse of 
this country w i l l record Its wi ld 
heartbeats as the first news of the 
Sputnik I rent the headlines. Des
pite the immense superiority of the 
United States in matters technical, 
the reactions of the people and the 
Press, not to speak of eminent 
leaders has been anything but 
happy. 

U S Defence 

Already, the President of the 
United States has seen it fit to go 
twice before his people on nation
wide television shows, to explain 
how strongly defended is the coun
t ry . His l ist ing of American might 
makes impressive reading and the 
world ought to know the chenges 
that have taken place since W o r d 
War I I , that make the weapons 
used in those days as outdated As 
bows and arrows. 

In his first broadcast to the 
nation, this is what Mr Eisenhower 
said: " I n our diversified family of 
missiles, we have weapons adapted 

to every kind of distance, launching 
and use. There are now thir ty-
eight different types either in oper
ation or under development. And 
almost one th i rd of these are in 
actual operation." 

President Elsenhower added: 
" A l l combat vessels of the havy 
buil t since 1955 have Guided mis
siles in place of or to supplement, 
guns. The navy has, in both 
oceans, submarines which can rise 
to the surface and launch, in a mat
ter of minutes, a missile carrying 
a nuclear warhead and submerge 
immediately while the missile itse'f 
is guided to a target hundreds of 
miles away. 

"The navy possesses atomic depth 
bombs. 

"Since Korea, both the army's and 
navy's anti-aircraft guns have been 
largely replaced by surface-to-air 
missiles. A l l of our new interceptor 
aircraft are armed wi th air-to-air 
missiles. 

"Many of the traditional functions 
of the army's arti l lery and support 
have been taken over by guided 
missiles. For example, we have 
already produced, in various distant 
ranges, hundreds of Matador Hon
est John and Corporal missiles. To 
give you some idea of what this 
means in terms of explosive power, 
four battalions of Corporal missl'es 
alone are equivalent in fire power 
to al l the artillery used in World 
War I I on a l l fronts. 

"Some of these missiles have 
their own built-in mechanisms for 
seeking out and destroying a target 
many miles away. Thus the other 
day, a Bomare missile by itpelf 
sought out a fast moving unman
ned airplane forty-five mlles at sea 
and actually met it head-on. 

"Except for a dwind ing number 
of B 36s, there is hardly an air
plane in the combat units of the 
airforce that was in them even as 
late as the Korean War. 

"The B-52 jet bomber, supported 
by its jet tankers, is standard In 
our strategic air command. Again, 
to show you what this means in 
terms of power: one B-S2 can carry 
as much destructive capacity as was 
delivered by all bombers in all the 
years of World War n combined. 
But the B-52 w i l l , in turn, be suc-
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ceeded by the B-58, a supersonic 
bomber. 
"Atomic submarines have been de
veloped. One ran almost sixteen 
days recently without surfacing; 
another cruised under the Polar ice 
cap for five days. 

"A number of huge, naval carriers 
are in operation, supplied with the 
most powerful nuclear weapons and 
bombers of great range to deliver 
them. Construction has started 
which wi l l produce a carrier to be 
driven by atomic power. 
" I n numbers, our stock of nuclear 
weapons is so large and so rapidy 
growing that we have been able 
safely to disperse it to positions as
suring Its instant availability 
against attack, and still keep strong 
reserves. Our scientists assure me 
that we are well ahead of the So
viets in the nuclear field, both in 
quantity and quality. We intend 
to stay ahead. 
"We have already shown that we 
can, with the precision to make it a 
useful mil i tary weapon, fire a large 
ballistic missile well over a thou
sand miles. Ballistic test missies 
have had successful flights to as 
much as 3,500 miles. 

" A n intercontinental missile is re
quired, and we have some of them" 
in an advanced state of develop
ment. But because of our many 
forward positions, some of them in 
the land of our allies, an Intermedi
ate Range Missile is for some pilr-
poses as good for us as an intercon
tinental one, 
"Now a different kind of missile, 
the air-breathing Snark, really 
travelled over a guided course for 
5,000 miles and was accurately 
placed on the target. 
"We have fired three rockets to 
heights of between two and four 
thousand miles and have received 
back much valuable information 
about outer space. 
"These Illustrations, which are. of 
course, only a small samole of our 
scientists' accomplishments, I give 
you merely to show that our 
strength is not static, but is con
stantly moving forward wi th 
technological improvement. 
"Long-range ballistic missiles, as 
they exist today, do not cancel the 
destructive and deterrent power of 
our strategic air force . . ." 
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Mr Eisenhower is a modest, man 
and has no flair for drama or else 
after this and some additional in
formation about the superiority 
or U S ground forces he might have 
turned round and asked: "Now is 
there anybody who is against 
us?" 

Sino-Soviet Strength 
If this massive strength was 

one-sided, then, of course, there 
would be little to argue about. 
But the disturbing fact is that 
another colossus has been grow
ing in Europe, which is the Sovi
et colossus. Its strength was 
recently computed by a team of 
reporters of the Wal l Street Jour
nal, a paper which is not given 
to exaggeration. In a report pub
lished last week, the journal, which 
claims that it interviewed "high-
ly-informed sources in the United 
States, Germany, Bri tain, Japan 
and Hong Kong ', gave a terr i 
fying picture of the build of the 
Sino-Soviet forces, as they are 
known to the Went. " I n sheer 
mil i tary manpower", the report 
said, "the Sino-Soviet empire 
retains, despite highly-published 
reduction in troop forces, a tre
mendous edge over the U S and 
its allies". 

The report continued: " I n logisties 
the communists would enter any 
war in Europe or Asia wi th the ad
vantage of much shorter lines of 
supply and these would be land 
lines. At the same time, they are 
compounding America's logistic 
problem by developing a major 
naval capacity. By cutting our 
sea lines, especially through sub
marine warfare, they could reduce 
greatly the U S abil i ty to l ight on 
the Eurasian continent." The re
port said that according to U S 
mil i tary men, "the Russian army 
is the only major force in the 
world today predominantly equip
ped wi th a new post-war arsenal 
of weapons". After giving de
tails about Soviet superiority over 
the West in manpower, the report 
said that for air support of ground 
troops, the Soviet air force has 
more jet fighters and l igh t bom
bers in operational units than 
does the U S. The Red air force, 
the report said, numbers about 
20,000 planes and the Red navy 
has built more warships of ril l 
types since the end of Wor ld 
War II "than a l l the rest of the 
world combined", outbidding the 
West. 

Growing Apprehensions 
That many thoughtful Americans 

are concerned wi th atomic goings-on 
in the world is no secret. And only 
this week, in a full-page advertise
ment in the New York Times,—a 
costly business this—a group of 
people who call themselves the 
"National Committee for a Sane 
Nuclear Policy' called upon Presi
dent Eisenhower to go before the 
United Nations to propose cessation 
of nuclear teats. This Committee— 
its ro l l call indicates some of the 
best known and best-loved names in 
education, science, church and in 
dust ry-- in what it called the "first of 
a series of statements for Ameri
cans in a nuclear age" said that 
"we are facing a clanger unlike any 
danger that has ever existed. "The 
earth is too small lor Interconti
nental Ballistic Missiles and nuclear 
bombs and the first order of busi
ness tor the world is to. bring both 
under control" said the Committee 
in its statement. "The development 
of satellites or rocket stations and 
the exploration of outer space must 
be earned on in the interests of the 
entire human community through a 
pooling of world science", And it 
added: "Because of the grave un
answered questions wi th respect to 
nuclear test explosions, especially as 
It concerns the contamination of air, 
water and food, and the injury to 
man himself we are calling upon 
al l nations to suspend such explo
sions at once; while the abolition of 
testing Will not by itself solve the 
problem of peace or the problem of 
armameats, it enab. as the world to 
eliminate immediately at least one 
real and specific danger. Also, the 
abolition of testing gives us a place 
to begin on the larger question of 
armaments control, for the problems 
in monitoring such tests are relati
vely uncomplicated.." "Norte of the 
differences separating the Govern
ments of the world are as important 
as the membership of a l l peoples in 
the human family" the statement 
said and added, "the big challenge 
of the age is to develop the concept 
of a higher loyalty—loyalty by man 
to the human community". 

I B M Bases 

The Brave New World is not like
ly to be ushered in however, from 
indications available here. Discus
sions, so far, have been on subjects 
peripheral, and not touching uron 
the real problem. In Washington, 
Mr Dulles was heard to say that 
much thought and to be given to the 
possibility of unifying the various 

systems of collective security—the 
Atlantic Pact, the Baghdad Fact, 
the SEATO, the Rio de Janiero 
Treaty and a variety of bilateral 
treaties. 

The United States attitude was 
s t i l l one of coniaming communism .' 
At a press courerence Mr DUnes was 
asked: "Mr Secretary, at your last 
press comerence you ta ed about 
the importance of increasing the 
knowieuge of other people a the free 
world of the derence cauabmties of 
the West, in that connection are 
we planning, or do you lavour, the 
estabhshment of intermedate Kunge 
Missnes bases in Europe as last as 
they become avanabe to us, to help 
drive home this Knowledge?" Said 
Mr Dunes: "We already have, as 
you know, the arrangements made 
in Bermuda, for the establishment 
of an intermediate Missue unit in 
the United I would among 
it would be desirable to have them 
ersewhere , 

That was some plain speaking, but 
in the face of it what were the peace
able small powers to think of 
American intertions ? 

A n d what did the Soviet Union 
have to say about it? Speaking on 
the 24 Power Resouition on Disar
mament, Mr V V Kunetsov said-
and they were uncomortabe words 
to near; "Are we not witnessing now 
that here, in the United Staces, as 
wen as in Br i ta in and France, the 
political and mil i tary leaders are 
using the greatest peaceful discovery, 
suth, as the launcing of two carth 
satellites into outer, space, for fan
ning war hysteria, for appeals to 
further increase mi l i ta ry budgets 
and for new threats against the 

Bitter words, but bitter words 
have been said by delegates from all 
sections. At the United Nations bit
terness is the prevailing sentiment. 
and fear is the ruaing motive. And 
two powers stand face to face, 
though they come from the ends of 
the earth, it is by no means a plea
sant sight. Already the counting of 
the heads has begun. Those who 
arc not w i t h us are against us is the 
contemporary philosophy. W i l l sanity 
ever come to prevail? It wi l l be 
a brave man who hazards a guess. 

During June, 1957, 799 public u t i 
l i ty supply undertakings generated 
896.1 million ki lowatt hours (kwh) 
of which 726.1 million k w h were sold 
to ultimate consumers. The output 
in May, 1957 was 930.2 million kwh. 
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